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EXPLANATORY NOTE BY THE ADMIRALTY 


1. The present volume is a reproduction of the text of the proof of 
what was known in the Admiralty as the “ Record of the Battle of 
Jutland,” printed in March 1920. Captain J. E. T. Harper and four 
other Officers were detailed for the duty of preparing it, working under 
the supervision of the Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff. It was begun 
in February 1919. 


2. The text now published is in its original printed proof form; 
without correction or amendment. 

According to a Minute written by Captain Harper this particular 
proof differed from the original typescript in the following respects 
only :— 

(a) The following appendices were added :— 
(i) British Commander-in-Chief’s Despatch with covering 
letter. 

(ii) German Commander-in- Chief’s first and preliminary 
report. 

(iii) Record of Messages. 


(b) Certain telegrams and messages were deleted (owing to the 
necessity of preserving the secrecy of Codes and Cyphers). 

(c) ‘‘ Certain minor alterations ’’ were made in the text. 

(2d) Certain extracts from the British Commander-in-Chief’s 
Despatch formerly included in the text were deleted owing to the 
decision to print the Despatch in full as an Appendix. 

(ec) An Appendix giving a full list of W/T Messages referring to 
enemy positions was deleted, as these were included in the Record 
of Messages (a iil). 


In addition the following alterations were made in respect of the 
original set of diagrams : ' 
(f) Eight additional diagrammatic plans were added. 
(g) The track of the Battle Cruisers between 6.53 p.m. and 
7.25 p.m., 3lst May, was altered “‘as the evidence on this point 
contained in Admiralty Records is conflicting.’”’ A Note to this 
effect was added to the Narrative, and also placed on the Charts 
affected. | 


3. It must be clearly understood that this is not regarded as an official 
report. The object of Their Lordships in now authorising publication 
is to give a clear idea of the limitations of its form and scope, and to 
dispel the idea that there is any mystery, sensational evidence, or 


criticism, contained in it. It is nothing more than a record, in 


chronological sequence, of the movements of the various British 
Squadrons so far as they could be ascertained from their logs, signal logs, 


‘pand reports, and it represents the first stage in the preparation of a history 
cof the Battle. 
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It was originally taken in hand for the information of the Board and 
for the Naval Staff, and not for publication, and the question of 
. publication only arose subsequently and incidentally. (See Parliamentary 
Question and Answer, 19th March 1919.) 


4. The original proof of the Record of the Battle of Jutland included 
ten Appendices. Of these Appendix VIII, containing the Signals made 
during the Battle, has already been printed (with some additions) in 
the Battle of Jutland Official Despatches, and is therefore omitted here, 
owing to its bulk and cost of reproduction. Appendix IX (Commander- 
in-Chief’s Despatch) and Appendix X (Report by Commander-in-Chief 
of German High Sea Fleet), have also been published in the “ Official 
Despatches ”’ and do not therefore re-appear in the present publicaticn. 

The original proof also included eighteen coloured Diagrams. The 
cost of their production in colour, however, would be prohibitive, and 
smaller, more convenient diagrams will be found in Sir Julian Corbett’s 
‘““ History of Naval Operations,’’ and in the “‘ Narrative of Jutland.” 
(The diagrams for the original Record, for the Admiralty Narrative, 
and for Sir Julian Corbett’s History, were all prepared by the same 
hand.) 


5. During the preparation of the work information was accumulating 
from German sources, and it became evident that an account based 
solely upon British official evidence would be incorrect, and its publication 
therefore unjustifiable. This new information showed that substantial 
corrections were necessary in the diagrams. 

It was therefore decided to expand the chronological Record into a 
more connected Narrative that would present the course of the Action as 
seen from both sides. 

Objections were put forward by the Publishers of Sir Julian Corbett’s 
work, however, to the issue of a Narrative closely in advance of Sir 
Julian Corbett’s volume containing his account of the Battle. It was 
decided, therefore to place the record prepared by Captain Harper and 
his associates, and all the material in the possession of the Admiralty, 
at Sir Julian Corbett’s disposal, to be published or used as he saw fit, 
and meanwhile to issue provisionally a collection of the Jutland 
Despatches and Reports with the Signals made during the Battle. 
This was issued in 1921, together with an Appendix of the Signals made 
during the Battle. 

6. The whole of the material was subsequently utilised by the Naval 
Staff in preparing a Narrative of the Battle for the use of the Naval 
Staff. This Narrative was published officially in 1924. 

NotTE.—Copies of the original diagrams prepared in connexion with 
the ‘‘ Record of the Battle of Jutland ”’ can be seen at the Admiralty on 
written application to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 


ADMIRALTY, 
10th May 1927. 
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WITH APPENDICES AND PLANS. 


THE OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE BATTLE 
| JUTLAND. 


PREFACE. 


This Record, which gives the detailed proceedings of each British 
Squadron and Flotilla from the time of leaving the base on 30th May 
until Ist June 1916, and also the proceedings of the enemy fleet as far 
as is known, has been compiled from information extracted from 
reports received at the Admiralty. 


All times in this Record are Greenwich Mean Time. 
Courses and bearings are given both True and Magnetic. 


Table showing Greenwich Mean Time of Sunrise and Sunset at 
Scapa Flow, Wilhelmshaven, and at IRON DUKE’S position on 30th May, 
3lst May, and lst June 1916. 


30th May. 3lst May. Ist June. 
Set. Rise. Set. Rise. Set. 
p.m. a.1n. p.m. a.m. p.m. 
Scapa Flow - - - - 8.56 3.23 8.58 3.22 8.59 
Wilhelmshaven— - - - 7.39 3.11 7.40 3.10 7.41 
IRON DUKE =. - 8.56 3.14 8.07 3.09 8.28 


There was no moonlight during dark hours. 
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PRELIMINARY DISTRIBUTION AND MOVEMENTS 
OF SQUADRONS. 


On Tuesday, 30th May 1916, the sea-going ships of the Grand Fleet 
were distributed between the three Northern Bases, as follows :-— 


AT SCAPA FLOW. 


IRON DUKE, Captain Frederick C. Dreyer, C.B. (Fleet Flagship). 
Flying the flag of Admiral Sir John Jellicoe, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., 
Commander-in-Chief. Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Madden, K.C.B., 
C.V.O., Chief-of-Staff; Commodore Lionel Halsey, C.M.G., Captain- 
of-the-Fleet. 

Attached to Fleet Flagship— 
Destroyer : 

OAK, Lieutenant-Commander Douglas Faviell, M.V.O. 


Flotilla Leader : 
(Fitted as a mine-layer), 
ABDIEL, Commander Berwick Curtis. 


Inght Cruiser :—. 
ACTIVE, Captain Percy Withers. 


Seaplane Carrver : 
CAMPANIA (was unable to raise steam in time to sail with the Fleet, 
left Scapa at 1.30 a.m., but was ordered back with defects at 
4.30 a.m., 3ist). 
Kite Balloon Ship : 
MENELAUS (did not sail). 


First Battle Squadron. 


MARLBOROUGH, Captain George P. Ross. Flying the flag of Vice- 
Admiral Sir Cecil Burney, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Second in Command 
of the Grand Fleet. Captain E. Percy F. G. Grant, Chief-of-Staff. 


REVENGE, Captain Edward B. Kiddle. 

HERCULES, Captain Lewis Clinton-Baker. 

AGINCOURT, Captain Henry M. Doughty. 

COLOSSDS, Captain Alfred D. P. R. Pound. Flying the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Ernest F. A. Gaunt, C.M.G. 

COLLINGWOOD, Captain James C. Ley. 

NEPTUNE, Captain Vivian H. G. Bernard. 

ST. VINCENT, Captain Wiliam W. Fisher, M.V.O. 
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Attached to First Battle Squadron— 
Laght Cruiser : 
BELLONA, Captain Arthur B. 8. Dutton. 


(ROYAL SOVEREIGN, which had commissioned on 18th April 1916 
and arrived at Scapa Flow on 25th May, did not proceed to sea with 
the Flect.) 


Fourth Battle Squadron. 


BENBOW, Captain Henry W. Parker. Flying the flag of Vice-Admiral 
Sir Doveton Sturdee, Bart., K.C.B., C.V.O., C.M.G. 

BELLEROPHON, Captain Edward F. Bruen. 

TEMERAIRE, Captain Edwin V. Underhill. 

VANGUARD, Captain James D. Dick. 

ROYAL OAK, Captain Crawford Maclachlan. 

SUPERB, Captain Edmond Hyde-Parker. Flying the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Alexander L. Duff, C.B. 

CANADA, Captain William C. M. Nicholson. 


Attached to Fourth Battle Squadron— 

Light Cruiser : 
BLANCHE, Captain John M. Casement. 

(EMPEROR OF INDIA, Second Flagship of this squadron, was at 


this time refitting at Invergordon; the flag was flown temporarily 
in SUPERB.) 


Third Battle Cruiser Squadron. 


INVINCIBLE, Captain Arthur L. Cay. Flying the flag of Rear- 
Admiral The Hon. Horace L. A. Hood, C.B., M.V.O., D.S.O. 

INDOMITABLE, Captain Francis W. Kennedy. 

INFLEXIBLE, Captain Edward H. F. Heaton-Ellis, M.V.O. 


To this squadron were temporarily attached— 
Light Cruisers : 
CHESTER, Captain Robert N. Lawson, belonging to Third Light 


Cruiser Squadron. 
CANTERBURY, Captain Percy M. R. Royds. 


Second Cruiser Squadron (organised that day out of the ships of the 
old Second and Seventh Cruiser Squadrons). 

MINOTAUR, Captain Arthur C. 8S. H. D’Aeth. Flying the flag of 
Rear-Admiral Herbert L. Heath, M.V.O. 

HAMPSHIRE, Captain Herkert J. Savill. 

COCHRANE, Captain Eustace La T. Leatham. 

SHANNON, Captain John 8. Dumaresq, M.V.O. 

(ACHILLES was away refitting, and DONEGAL on detached service.) 


Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron. 


CALLIOPE, Commodore Charles E. Le Mesurier. 
CONSTANCE, Captain Cyril 8. Townsend. 


COMUS, Captain Alan G. Hotham. 
CAROLINE, Captain H. Ralph Crooke. 
ROYALIST, Captain The Hon. Herbert Meade, D.S.O. 


Fourth Flotilla. 


Flotilla Leaders : 


TIPPERARY, Captain Charles J. Wintour (Captain D. IV). 
BROKE, Commander Walter L. Allen. 


Destroyers : 


ACHATES, Commander Reginald B. C. Hutchinson, D.S.Q. 
PORPOISE, Commander Hugh D. Colville. 
SPITFIRE, Lieutenant-Commander Clarence W. E. Trelawney. 
UNITY, Lieutenant-Commander Arthur M. Lecky. 
GARLAND, Lieutenant-Commander Reginald 8. Goff. 
AMBUSCADE, Lieutenant-Commander Gordon A. Coles. 
ARDENT, Lieutenant-Commander Arthur Marsden. 
FORTUNE, Lieutenant-Commander Frank G. Terry. 
SPARROWHAWEK, Lieutenant-Commander Sydney Hopkins. 
CONTEST, Lieutenant-Commander Ernald G. H. Master. 
SHARK, Commander Loftus W. Jones. 
ACASTA, Lieutenant-Commander John QO. Barron. 
CHRISTOPHER, Lieutenant-Commander Fairfax M. Kerr. . 
OWL, Commander Robert G. Hamond. 
HARDY, Commander Richard A. A. Plowden. 
MIDGE, Lieutenant-Commander James R. C. Cavendish. 
OPHELIA, Commander Lewis G. E. Crabbe (temp. attached). 
(COCKATRICE and PARAGON of this flotilla were away refitting, 
and VICTOR remained in harbour.) 


Part of Eleventh Flotilla. 


Lnght Cruiser : 


CASTOR, Commodore James R. P. Hawksley, M.V.O. (Commodore 
F., Captain D.X]). 


Destroyers : 


MARNE, Lieutenant-Commander George B. Hartford. 
MANNERS, Lieutenant-Commander Gerald C. Harrison. 
MICHAEL, Lieutenant-Commander Claude L. Bate. 
MONS, Lieutenant-Commander Robert Makin. 


Twelfth Flotilla. 


Flotilla Leaders :-——- 


FAULKNOR, Captain Anselan J. B. Stirling (Captain D.XTII). 
MARKSMAN, Commander Norton A. Sulivan. 


Destroyers : 


OBEDIENT, Commander George W. McO. Campbell. 

MAENAD, Commander John P. Champion. 

OPAL, Commander Charles G. C. Sumner. 

MARY ROSE, Lieutenant-Commander Edwin A. Homan. 

MARVEL, Lieutenant-Commander Reginald W. Grubb. 

MENACE, Lieutenant-Commander Charles A. Poignand. 

NESSUS, Lieutenant-Commander Eric Q. Carter. 

NARWHAL, Lieutenant-Commander Henry V. Hudson. 

MINDFUL, Lieutenant-Commander John J. C. Ridley. 

ONSLAUGHT, Lieutenant-Commander Arthur G. Onslow, D.S.C. 

MUNSTER, Lieutenant-Commander Spencer F. Russell. 

NONSUCH, Lieutenant-Commander Herbert I. N. Lyon. 

NOBLE, Lieutenant-Commander Henry P. Boxer. 

MISCHIEF, Lieutenant-Commander The Hon. Cyril A. Ward, M.V.O. 

(NAPIER and MAMELUKE, of this flotilla, were away refitting; they 
returned to Scapa in time to screen the Battle Fleet in to the Base 
on its return.) 


AT INVERGORDON. 


Second Battle Squadron. 


KING GEORGE V, Captain Frederick L. Field. Flying the flag of 
Vice-Admiral Sir Martyn Jerram, K.C.B. 

AJAX, Captain George H. Baird. 

JSENTURION, Captain Michael Culme-Seymour, M.V.O. 

ERIN, Captain The Hon. Victor A. Stanley, M.V.O., A.D.C. 

ORION, Captain Oliver Backhouse, C.B. Flying the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Arthur C. Leveson, C.B. 

MONARCH, Captain George H. Borrett. 

CONQUEROR, Captain Hugh H. D. Tothill. 

THUNDERER, Captain James A. Fergusson. 


Attached to Second Battle Squadron— 


Light Cruiser :-——- 
BOADICEA, Captain Louis C. 8. Woollecombe, M.V.O. 


First Cruiser Squadron. 
DEFENCE, Captain Stanley V. Ellis. Flying the flag of Rear-Admiral 
Sir Robert Arbuthnot, Bart., M.V.O. 


WARRIOR, Captain Vincent B. Molteno. 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH, Captain Henry Blackett. 
BLACK PRINCE, Captain Thomas P. Bonham. 


Part of Eleventh Flotilla. 


Flotilla Leader : 
KEMPENFELT, Commander Harold FE. Sulivan. 


Destroyers : 


OSSORY, Commander Harold V. Dundas. 

MYSTIC, Commander Claud F. Allsup. 

MORNING STAR, Lieutenant-Commander Hugh U. Fletcher. 

MAGIC, Lieutenant-Commander Gerald C. Wynter. 

MOUNSEY, Lieutenant-Commander Ralph V. Eyre. 

MANDATE, Lieutenant-Commander Edward McC. W. Lawrie. 

MINION, Lieutenant-Commander Henry C. Rawlings. 

MARTIAL, Lieutenant-Commander Julian Harrison. 

MILBROOK, Lieutenant Charles G. Naylor. 

MOON, Commander (acting) William D. Irvin, (on patrol: joined up 
with her flotilla about 2 p.m., 31st May). 

(MARMION and MUSKETEER of this flotilla were away refitting.) 


AT ROSYTH. 


LION, Captain Alfred E. M. Chatfield, C.V.O. (Battle Cruiser Fleet 
Flagship). Flying the flag of Vice-Admiral Sir David Beatty, 
K.C.B., M.V.O., D.S.O. Captain Rudolf W. Bentinck, Chief-of- 
Staff. 


Fifth Battle Squadron. 


BARHAM, Captain Arthur W. Craig. Flying the flag of Rear-Admiral 
Hugh Evan-Thomas, M.V.O. 

VALIANT, Captain Maurice Woollcombe. 

WARSPITE, Captain Edward M. Phillpotts. 

MALAYA, Captain The Hon. Algernon D. E. H. Boyle, C.B., M.V.O. 

(QUEEN ELIZABETH of this squadron was under refit.) 


First Battle Cruiser Squadron. 


PRINCESS ROYAL, Captain Walter H. Cowan, M.V.O., D.S.O. 
Flying the flag of Rear-Admiral Osmond de B. Brock, C.B. 

QUEEN MARY, Captain Cecil I. Prowse. 

TIGER, Captain Henry B. Pelly, M.V.O. 


Second Battle Cruiser Squadron. 


NEW ZEALAND, Captain John F. E. Green. Flying the flag of 
Rear-Admiral William C. Pakenham, C.B., M.V.O. ; 

INDEFATIGABLE, Captain Charles F. Sowerby. 

(AUSTRALIA, Flagship of this squadron, was absent refitting at 
Devonport; the flag was flown temporarily in NEW ZEALAND.) 


First Inght Cruiser Squadron. 


GALATEA, Commodore Edwyn §. Alexander-Sinclair, M.V.O. 
PHAETON, Captain John E. Cameron, M.V.O. 
INCONSTANT, Captain Bertram S. Thesiger, C.M.G. 
CORDELIA, Captain Tufton P. H. Beamish. 
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Second Light Cruiser Squadron. 


SOUTHAMPTON, Commodore William E. Goodenough, M.V.O., A.D.C. 
BIRMINGHAM, Captain Arthur A. M. Duff. 

NOTTINGHAM, Captain Charles B. Miller. 

DUBLIN, Captain Albert C. Scott. 


Third Iaght Cruiser Squadron. 


FALMOUTH, Captain John D. Edwards. Flying the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Trevylyan D. W. Napier, M.V.O. 

YARMOUTH, Captain Thomas D. Pratt. 

BIRKENHEAD, Captain Edward Reeves. 

GLOUCESTER, Captain William F. Blunt, D.S.O. 


Part of First Flotilla. 
Light Crutser : 
FEARLESS, Captain Charles D. Roper (Captain D.I). 


Destroyers : 


ACHERON, Commander Charles G. Ramsey. 

ARIEL, Lieutenant-Commander Arthur G. Tippet. 

ATTACK, Lieutenant-Commander Charles H. N. James. 

HYDRA, Lieutenant Francis G. Glossop. 

BADGER, Commander Charles A. Fremantle. 

GOSHAWK, Commander Dashwood F. Moir. 

DEFENDER, Lieutenant-Commander Lawrence R. Palmer. 

LIZARD, Lieutenant-Commander Edward Brooke. 

LAPWING, Lieutenant-Commander Alexander H. Gye. 

(BOTHA, ARCHER, JACKAL and TIGRESS of this flotilla were 
away refitting, and PHCNIX remained in harbour.) 


Thirteenth Destroyer Flotilla. 


Light Cruiser : 
CHAMPION, Captain James U. Farie (Captain D. XIII). 


Destroyers : 


NESTOR, Commander The Hon. Edward B. S. Bingham. 
NOMAD, Licutenant-Commander Paul Whitfield. 
NARBOROUGH, Lieutenant-Commander Geoffrey Corlett. 
OBDURATE, Lieutenant-Commander Cecil H. H. Sams. 
PETARD, Lieutenant-Commander Evelyn C. O. Thomson. 
PELICAN, Lieutenant-Commander Kenneth A. Beattie. 
NERISSA, Lieutenant-Commander Montague G. B. Legge. 
ONSLOW, Lieutenant-Commander John C. Tovey. 
MORESBY, Lieutenant-Commander Roger V. Alison. 
NICATOR, Lieutenant Jack E. A. Mocatta. 
(NEGRO, NEREUS, PALADIN, PENN and PIGEON of this flotilla 
were away refitting, and NEPEAN remained in harbour.) 


Part of Ninth Flotilla. 


LYDIARD, Commander Malcolm L. Goldsmith. 

LIBERTY, Lieutenant-Commander Phillip W. 8. King. 
LANDRAIL, Lieutenant-Commander Francis E. H. G. Hobart. 
LAUREL, Lieutenant Henry D. C. Stanistreet. 


Part of Tenth Flotilla. 


MOORSOM, Commander John C. Hodgson. 

MORRIS, Lieutenant-Commander Edward S. Graham. 
TURBULENT, Lieutenant-Commander Dudley Stuart. 
TERMAGANT, Lieutenant-Commander Cuthbert P. Blake. 


Seaplane Carrier : 
ENGADINE, Lieutenant-Commander Charles G. Robinson. 
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INFORMATION OF ENEMY MOVEMENTS AND ORDERS 


At 5.35 p.m. the Commander-in-Chief made : 
30th May. 


GIVEN TO SQUADRONS. 


—_— 


On 30th May 1916, the Admiralty received news which pointed to early activity 


on the part of the German Fleet. The Commander-in-Chief of 
the Grand Fleet and the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle- 
Cruiser Fleet were informed accordingly by telegram. The 
Admiralty also informed the Commander-in-Chief that eight 
enemy submarines, which they had reason to believe had 
recently sailed from German ports, were probably in the North 
Sea. 

On receipt of the above information the following instructions 
were given by the Commander-in-Chief to those portions of the 
Grand Fleet that were not at Scapa Flow :— 


To the Vice-Admiral Commanding the Second Battle Squadron 
at Invergordon— 


Leave as soon as ready. Pass through Lat. 58° 15’ N., Long. 
2° 00’ E. Meet me 2.00 p.m. to-morrow 3Ist, Lat. 57° 45’ N., Long. 
4° 15’ FE. Several enemy submarines known to be in North Sea. 
Acknowledge (1930). 


To the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle-Cruiser Fleet at 
Rosyth, with the Fifth Battle Squadron in company— 


Urgent. Priority. Available vessels, Battle Cruiser Fleet, Fifth Battle 
Squadron and T.B. destroyers, including Harwich T.B. destroyers, proceed 
to approximate position, Lat. 56° 40’ N., Long. 5° 00’ E. Desirable 
to economise T.B.D's. fuel. Presume you will be there about 
2.00 p.m. to-morrow, 3lst. I shall be in about Lat. 57° 45’ N., Long. 
4° 15’ E. by 2.00 p.m. unless delayed by fog. Third Battle Cruiser 
Squadron, CHESTER and CANTERBURY will leave with me. I will 
send them on to rendezvous. 

If no news by 2.00 p.m., stand towards me to get in visual touch. I 
will steer for Horn Reef from position Lat. 57° 45’ N., Long. 4° 15’ E. 
Repeat back rendezvous (1937). 


The Commander-in-Chief in his report, states— 


I felt no anxiety in regard to the advanced position of the force under 
Sir David Beatty, supported as it was by four ships of the Fifth Battle 
Squadron, as this force was far superior in gun power to the First Scouting 
CGrroup, and the speed of the slowest ships was such as to enable it to keep 
out of range of superior enemy forces. The operation, however, showed 
that the ships of the Third Squadron of the High Sea Fleet possess an 
unexpected turn of speed for, at any rate, a short period. 


Preliminary Movements of the Fleet from Scapa. 


Preparative signal for leaving Seapa Flow. Negative ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN and MENELAUS. 
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The purport of this signal being that all effective ships of the 
Grand Fleet at Scapa should raise steam for 18 knots at two 
hour’s notice, instead of being at the usual four hours’ notice, 
and prepare for sea. 


The destroyers patrolling outside Scapa Flow were recalled 
and ordered to complete with fuel. The mine-sweeping ships 
were directed to remain outside harbour during the night; and 
accordingly remained in the vicinity of Lat. 58° 30’ N., 
Long. 2° 38’ W. 


At 7.00 p.m. the Cruisers and Destroyers in company were ordered to raise steam 


for 20 knots, and at 7.05 p.m. the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, 
CANTERBURY and CHESTER, were ordered to raise steam for 
22 knots, Battle Squadrons for 19 knots, and CAMPANIA for full 
speed. 


At 8.07 p.m. the signal was made for the Scapa force, with the exception of 


ROYAL SOVEREIGN and MENELAUS, to leave harbour at 
9.30 p.m. according to the pre-arranged plan of leaving in 
groups, the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, CANTERBURY and 
CHESTER having been previously ordered to precede the 
remainder of the Fleet. 


INVINCIBLE, INDOMITABLE and INFLEXIBLE, accom- 
panied by CANTERBURY and CHESTER, accordingly sailed at 
9.00 p.m., and were met outside the Hoxa Entrance by their 
Destroyer Screen consisting of SHARK, ACASTA, OPHELIA 
and CHRISTOPHER. 


MINOTAUR followed by HAMPSHIRE, COCHRANE and 
SHANNON passed through the Hoxa Gate at 9.30 p.m. at 
12 knots, ACTIVE following out astern of SHANNON to act as 
linking ship between the Cruiser Screen and Battle Fleet. They 
were met outside Hoxa by their Destroyer Screen: OWL, 
MIDGE, HARDY and MISCHIEF. 

One mile astern of ACTIVE, CALLIOPE led out the Fourth 
Light Cruiser Squadron, to which squadron ABDIEL was tem- 
porarily attached. 


These were followed out by the First Battle Squadron at 
9.40 p.m. and by the Fourth Battle Squadron at 10.15 p.m. 
screened by the Fourth and Twelfth Flotillas. 


On leaving harbour, all squadrons, except the Fourth Light 
Cruiser Squadron, passed East of Swona and North of Pentland 
Skerries, after which the Second Cruiser Squadron and First and 
Fourth Battle Squadrons passed through Lat. 58° 47’ N., 


Long. 2° 37’ W., while the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron . 


passed West of Swona and South of the Pentland Skerries, and 
then through Lat. 58° 45’ N., Long. 2° 37’ W. All squadrons 
from these positions steered 84° (S. 79° E.) till 1.30 a.m., G.M.T., 
when the Battle Fleet altered course to 90° (S. 73° E.), the 
Cruiser Squadrons conforming, speed 17 knots. 
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The following reports of enemy submarines having been 
sighted were received by the Commander-in-Chief during the 
night :— 

At 9.20 p.m. TRIDENT reports attacked by submarine, Lat. 56° 00’ N., Long. 
1° 31’ W., at 6.45 p.m. 
At 9.45 pan, TRIDENT reports attacked at 7.45 p.m. by submarine in Lat. 
56° 17’ N., Long. 1° 30’ W. 
At 1.47 a.m. the Cruisers took up Cruising Disposition No. 1, 10 miles ahead 
31st May, of Battle Fleet; the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron being 10 miles 
ahead of the Cruisers. 
At 3.00 a.m. (dawn) the Battle Fleet formed divisions in line ahead disposed 
abeam to starboard, columns 8 cables apart, in the order : 
3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th Divisions. 


At 5.00 a.m. course was altered to 113° (8. 50° E.). 
At 7.00 a.m. the Cruiser Sereen was advanced from 10 to 12 miles. 
At 9.00 a.m. speed was reduced to 16 knots. 


At 9.17 a.m. the Second Cruiser Squadron was reinforced by the First Cruiser 
Squadron from Invergordon, and the Cruiser Screen was then as 
follows : 


Centre of 
Screen 
COCHRANE SHANNON MINOTAUR | DEFENCE DUKE OF BLACK 
HAMPSHIRE | WARRIOR EDINBURGH PRINCE 
Cruisers spread 8 miles apart. 
At 10.10 a.m. the Cruiser Screen was closed to 10 miles ahead of the Battle Fleet. 


At 11.15 a.m. the Second Battle Squadron joined forces in Lat. 58° 12’ N. 
Long, 2° 42’ E., taking station on the port beam of the Fleet, 
whose disposition then became : divisions in line ahead disposed 
abeam to starboard, in the order, Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 
Divisions, screened by the Fourth, Eleventh and Twelfth Flotillas ; 
Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron ahead of Battle Fleet; Cruiser 
Screen with its attendant destroyers ahead of Fourth Light 
Cruiser Squadron, spread 8 miles apart; Attached Cruisers 
on the flanks of the Battle Fleet; Third Battle Cruiser Squadron 
with CHESTER and CANTERBURY about 20 miles ahead. 


At Noon the speed was reduced to 15 knots. 


Diagram I. 
At 2.24 p.m. reports of enemy vessels being sighted began to come through 
by W/T (see Appendix viii for full text of reports). 
At 2.35 p.m. all ships were ordered to raise steam for full speed. 
At 2.43 p.m. guides of columns were stationed on a N.E. by Ely. bearing 


preparatory to altering course to S.E. by S., and speed was 
increased to 17 knots, and at 2.52 p.m. to 18 knota, 
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As the progressive reports of the action being fought by the 
Battle Cruiser Fleet to the Southward came through, the speed 
of the Battle Fleet was worked up by steps to 20 knots 
(19 knots at 3.18 p.m., 20 knots at 3.58 p.m.). Course was 
altered at 3.02 p.m. to 133° (S.E. by S8.). 


At 3.13 p.m. columns were opened to manceuvring distance—10 cables—and 


the Cruiser Screen was ordered to extend to a distance of 
16 miles from IRON DUKE, but, owing to the fact that the 
speed of the Fleet was being gradually increased, the Cruiser 
Screen was not able to draw ahead and increase their distance 
from the Battle Fleet. 

The Fleet was now ready to deploy into line of battle at any 
moment. 

A number of neutral vessels and trawlers were met with at 
intervals during the passage, and were examined by the 
destroyers attached to the Cruiser Screen. 


Preliminary Movements of the Fleet from Invergordon. 


30th May. The Vice-Admiral Commanding Second Battle Squadron made the 


At 9.48 p.m. 


preparative signal for leaving Cromarty at 5.40 p.m., and ordered 
steam to be raised for 18 knots at 6.05 p.m.-and for 19 knots 
with all despatch at 7.45 p.m. 


the First Cruiser Squadron left harbour being followed by the 
2nd Division of the Second Battle Squadron, and ten minutes 
later by the Ist Division, speed 14 knots. The nine destroyers 
of the Eleventh Flotilla, under KEMPENFELT, took up 
screening station when the Squadron had cleared the harbour. 


The force left the Moray Firth by the Southern Swept Channel. 
At 10.30 p.m. speed was increased to 18 knots, and all ships were 
ordered to raise steam for 20 knots by 2 00 a.m. 

At 1.47 a.m. the Battle Squadron formed divisions in line 
ahead disposed abeam to starboard, columns 6 cables apart, 
with BOADICEA one mile ahead of KING GEORGE V, speed 
being increased from 18 to 19 knots. 


At 2.36 a.m. the Force was clear of the Moray Firth Minefield, and hauled up 


to a course 76° (S. 87° E.) for the rendezvous in Lat. 58° 15’ N., 
Long. 2°:00’ E., the First Cruiser Squadron disposed 10 miles 
ahead in line abreast 5 miles apart, in the order, from left to 


| right, WARRIOR, DEFENCE, DUKE OF EDINBURGH, 


BLACK PRINCE. 


At 9.17 a.m. the First-Cruiser Squadron joined the Second, ahead of the main 


At 11.00 a.m., 


Battle Fleet, and at 9.20 a.m. the Second Battle Squadron altered 
to 111° (S. 54° E.), ahead of the First and Fourth Battle 
Squadrons, and reduced specd. | 

having placed the Second Battle Squadron on exactly the same 
course—115° (S. 50° E.)—as the Commander-in-Chief, the Vice- 
Admiral Commanding made two eight-point turns together to 
port, and one sixteen-point turn together to starboard, and thus 
took station on the port beam of the Fourth Battle Squadron. 
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At 7.25 p.m. 


At 9.20 p.m. 


At 11.00 p.m. 


PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS. 


Preliminary Movements of the Fleet from Rosyth. 


On receipt of information from the Admiralty the Vice- 
Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet ordered all ships under 
his command to raise steam for 22 knots. 


NOTTINGHAM, NOMAD, and NICATOR proceeded to sea to 
carry out the routine “ dark night ’”’ patrol off the entrance to 
the Firth of Forth. These three joined up with the Light Cruisers 
of the Battle Cruiser Fleet at 2.50 a.m. 31st May. 

LEDA and Mine-Sweepers were ordered to sweep “Y” 
Channel from the Isle of May outwards. 


the First, Second, and Third Light Cruiser Squadrons sailed, 
ENGADINE accompanying the Third Light Cruiser Squadron. 
They were followed by LION and the First Battle Cruiser 
Squadron, preceded by CHAMPION and the Thirteenth Flotilla 
reinforced by TURBULENT and TERMAGANT. Then followed 
the Second Battle Cruiser Squadron, preceded by the remaining 
Harwich Destroyers under LYDIARD. At 10.20 p.m. the 
Fifth Battle Squadron, preceded by FEARLESS and First 
Flotilla, sailed. 


After passing the Gate, speed was 18 knots. 
LION shaped course 62° (E. by N.), and the Destroyers formed 
submarine screen. 


At 1.15 a.m., 31st May, course was altered to 82° (S. 81° E.). 
After passing May Island the Light Cruisers assumed cruising 
formation No. 6, thus: 


Centre of Screen 


GALATEA INCONSTANT FALMOUTH BIRKENHEAD NOTTING- SOUTHAMP.- 


HAM TON 


PHAETON CORDELIA YARMOUTH GLOUCESTER DUBLIN BIRMINGHAM 


At 2.15 a.m. 
3lst May. 


At 2.45 a.m. 
At 3.00 a.m. 


At 3.55 a.m. 


Cruisers spread 8 miles apart. 


ENGADINE took station between YARMOUTH and 
CORDELIA. 
NOTTINGHAM did not join up until 2.50 a.m. 


YARMOUTH dropped astern to act as linking ship. 


speed was increased to 19} knots. 


the Second Battle Cruiser Squadron took station 3 miles on 
the port beam of LION. 


GALATEA reported having been fired at by a submarine. 


10 


30 


At 8.19 a.m. YARMOUTH reported sighting a submarine, and the whole Force 40 


altered course 8 points to port till 8.40 a.m., when the original 
course was resumed. 
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At 8.57 a.m. all ships were ordered to have steam for full apeeo at half an hour’s 
notice, from Noon. 


At 9.08 a.m. TURBULENT reported having sighted a submarine to starboard 
steering South. 


At 10.02 a.m. the line of direction of the Cruiser Screen was altered to 31° (N.E.), 
centre to bear 87° (EK. by 8.) from LION. 
At 10.15 a.m. the Fifth Battle Squadron took station 5 miles 
301° (N.W.), and the Second Battle Cruiser Squadron 3 miles 
31° (N.E.) from LION. 


At 10.45 a.m. one Dutch trawler was sighted, and examined by ONSLOW. 


At 1.30 p.m. the line of direction of the Cruiser Screen was altered to 54° (E.N.E.), 
Diagram I. centre of screen to bear 144° (S.S.E.) from LION. 
The Second Battle Cruiser Squadron was stationed 54° (E.N.E.) 
3 miles, and the Fifth Battle Squadron 324° (N.N.W.) 
5 miles from LION. 
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BATTLE-CRUISER FORCE ACTION PRIOR TO JUNCTION 


WITH THE MAIN BATTLE FLEET. 


At 1.58 p.m. a signal was made ordering the whole force to alter course to 358° 


3ist May. 
Diagrams 
Liand Ill. 


At 2.18 p.m. 
Diagram ITI. 


At 2.25 p.m. 


At 2.28 p.m. 


At 2.32 p.m. 


(N. by E.) at 2.15 p.m., and the Destroyers were ordered to take 
up their positions to act as submarine screens on this new 
course. 


GALATEA sighted a steamer, bearing 95° (S. 72° E.) about 
12 miles off; she was blowing off steam. The masts and 
two funnels of a war ship were made out in her vicinity. This 
was reported by GALATEA, who, in company with PHAETON, 
immediately closed her at full speed. 

At the time of sighting this vessel, GALATEA was 17 miles 
K. $8. from LION. 

It was soon seen from GALATEA that the steamer had been 
stopped by two German destroyers, and that there was a 
squadron of cruisers and destroyers a little to the North Eastward, 
apparently steaming in various directions, which made it difficult 
to send in an adequate report. 

Directly GALATEA’S report of the presence of the enemy 


was intercepted by the other light cruisers forming the screen, 2 


they immediately altered course so as to close GALATEA, 
without further orders, with the object of forming a screen 
between the enemy and the Battle Cruisers. 


the Destroyers were ordered to take up position as submarine 
screen when course would be altered to 144° (S.S.E.), and at 
2.32 p.m. the course of the whole force was altered to 144° (S8.S.E.) 
by signal. 


GALATEA and PHAETON opened fire on the two detroyers 
who rapidly made off to the Northward. 


a three-funnelled cruiser (ELBING) opened fire on GALATEA 
and PHAETON at a range of 15,000 yards, salvoes falling on 
both sides of these ships, but only one 5-9-in. hit GALATEA, 
and this did not burst. 

The other two ships of the First Light Cruiser Squadron, 
which were 10 miles from GALATEA, were now closing at 
full speed, with the Third Light Cruiser Squadron 8 miles 
behind, but, as our light cruisers were far out-ranged, course 
was altered to the North Westward in an endeavour to keep in 
touch just out of gun range, and to lead the enemy in the direction 
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of our Battle Fleet; whilst our Battle Cruisers were steering to 4 


the Eastward to cut them off. 
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At 2.33 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet ordered all 
ships to raise steam for full speed, and to send the hands to 
action stations. 


At 2.35 p.m. GALATEA reported that she had sighted a large amount of smoke 
bearing E.N.E. This made it clear that the enemy was to the 
Northward and Eastward, and that it would be impossible for 
him to round the Horn Reef without being brought to action. 
The course of the fleet was, therefore, subsequently altered to 
the Eastward and North Eastward, the enemy being sighted 
at 3.31 p.m. 10 


At 2.45 p.m. ENGADINE was ordered to send up a seaplane to scout to the 
North Eastward; this order was quickly carried out. 

At 3.07 p.m. the seaplane was hoisted out, and was soon well under 
way, her first reports being received in ENGADINE at 3.30 p.m. 
Owing to the clouds it was necessary to fly very low, and, in order 
to identify four light cruisers, the seaplane had to fly at a height 
of 900 feet within 3,000 yards of them, the enemy light cruisers 
opening fire on her with every gun that would bear. 

The following are the signals received from the seaplane :— 

1530—Three enemy cruisers and five destroyers distance from me 20 
10 miles, bearing East, steering to the N.W. 

1633—Enemy’s course is South. 

1545—Three enemy cruisers and 10 destroyers steering South. 

1548—Four enemy cruisers and 10 destroyers steering.South. 


A report from ENGADINE states :— 

Attempts were made to pass these signals to LION by searchlight, but 
this could not be done as apparently she had already opened fire on the 
enemy. An attempt was also made to pass them through BARHAM, 
but this failed for the same reason. ; | 


The seaplane returned at 3.47 p.m., and was hoisted in; 39 
ENGADINE then proceeded to about 4 miles on the disengaged 
side of the Battle Cruisers, and followed their movements. 


At 2.50 p.m. a torpedo passed close to GALATEA and PHAETON, and at this 
time GALATEA reports that there were three light cruisers in 
sight, also six to nine destroyers. 


At 3.07 p.m. the Fifth Battle Squadron altered course to 99° eee ), and 
increased speed to twenty 234 knots. 
At about the same time the course of the Battle Grutor and 
the screening vessels was changed to 77° (East). 

The First and Third Light Cruiser Squadrons were rapidly 4o 
drawing away to the Northward, in touch with the enemy light 
cruisers and destroyers, and were sending in frequent reports of 
the enemy. 


At 3.13 p.m. the course of the Battle Cruiser Fleet was altered to 32° (N.E.), 
and speed increased to 24 knots at 3.20 p.m. 
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BATTLE CRUISER ACTION, 


At 3.25 pm. NEW ZEALAND reported the enemy on the starboard bow, 


bearing E. by N. At 3.30 p.m. they were in sight from LION, 
and a range of 23,000 yards was obtained; at 3.34 p.m. the 
enemy, who were closing rapidly, were identified as five German 
battle cruisers. 


At 3.30 p.m. course was altered to 77° (East), and speed increased to 25 knots, 


and at 3.34 p.m. line of battle was formed, the Second Battle 
Cruiser Squadron being ordered to prolong the line by taking 
station astern. 

At about the same time the Fifth Battle Squadron also altered 
course to 77° (East), and increased speed to 24 knots. 


The Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle-Cruiser Fleet states :-— 


The visibility at this time was good, the sun behind us and the wind 
S.if. Being between the’ enemy and his base, our situation was both 
tactically and strategically good. 


The Commander-in-Chief in his report, states :— 


When Sir David Beatty sighted the enemy Battle Cruisers, he adopted 
the correct and only possible course in engaging and endeavouring to keep 
between the enemy and his base. Whether the First Scouting Group was 
supported or not, his duty would be to engage and keep touch with the 
enemy vessels of similar class to his own, so long as he was not in manifestly 
inferior force. In this case he had a great superiority, and there could be 
no question as to his action. 


At 3.35 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding the Battle Cruiser Fleet snteemned 


the Commander-in-Chief that he had sighted five Battle Cruisers 
and a large number of destroyers. 

At the time of sighting, the enemy was steering N.W., 
but immediately afterwards they altered course 16 points 
away, and steered S.E. 


At 3.45 p.m. the Battle Cruisers were formed on a line of bearing 302° (N.W.), 


Diagram V. 


and LION and PRINCESS ROYAL were ordered to concentrate 
on the leading ship (LUTZOW). At the same time the 
destroyers of the Ninth Flotilla were ordered to proceed at their 
utmost speed to take station ahead. 

At the same time the Battle Cruiser Force turned together 
to 99° (E.S.E.), and the enemy opened fire. 

The signal was made to open fire and engage the enemy, 
and fire was opened from both sides practically simultaneously. 
The opening range was 18,500 yards, and both sides appeared to 
tee hitting very quickly. 


At 3.52 p.m. the Battle Cruisers hauled round gradually to the Southward. 


LION was twice hit at 3.51 p.m., and at 4.00 p.m. a shell 
disabled “ Q ” turret. PRINCESS ROYAL was hit at 3.55 p.m., 
the main control being put out of action; whilst TIGER was 
hit on the forecastle at 3.51 p.m., and “Q” and “ X” turrets 
were hit at 3.55 p.m. At 3.56 p.m. there was a hit under 
P6 6-in. gun, but it is of interest to note that after 3.56 p.m. 
TIGER was not again hit during the action by heavy shell. 

‘Ihe enemy received severe punishment at this time, several 
hits being observed. 
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At 4.02 p.m. the range had closed to 14,600 yards, and, as the enemy appeared 


to have the range very accuratelv, course was altered one point 
on two or three occasions to confuse his fire control. 


INDEFATIGABLE was hit by three shots falling together, 
which were fired by VON DER TANN. The shots appeared 
to hit the outer edge of the upper deck in line with the after 
turret. An explosion followed, and she fell out of the line 
sinking by the stern. Hit again by another salvo near “A” 
turret, she turned over and sank in Lat. 56° 50’ N., 
Long. 5° 36’ E. 


At 4.08 p.m. the Fifth Battle Squadron came into action, and opened fire at a 


At 4.12 p.m., 


range of 20,000 yards. 


The Vice-Admiral Commanding the Battle Cruiser Fleet in 
his report states : 


The enemy’s fire now appeared to slacken. It would appear at this 
time that we were passing through a screen of enemy submarines. In 
evidence of this, a torpedo was sighted passing astern of LION from star- 
board to port. The Destroyer LANDRAIL, of the Ninth Flotilla, who was 
on our port beam, trying to take station ahead, sighted the periscope of a 
submarine on her port quarter, and at the same time the track of a torpedo, 
which passed under her and crossed the line of the Battle Cruisers close 
ahead of QUEEN MARY. Though causing considerable inconvenience 
from smoke, the presence of the LYDIARD and LANDRAIL undoubtedly 
preserved the Battle Cruisers from closer submarine attack. .NOTTING- 
HAM also reported a submarine on the starboard beam. 


In addition to the above, PRINCESS ROYAL reports being 
missed by a torpedo at 4.11 p.m. 

It is possible that these torpedoes were fired by the enemy 
Battle Cruisers and not by submarines. MOLTKE fired four 
torpedoes at our Battle Cruisers at this time. 

As the number of battle cruisers in each line was now equal, 
NEW ZEALAND shifted target from the fourth to the rear 
ship. Deterioration in the enemy fire was remarked, though one 
of his ships, probably the third, was still delivering salvoes, close 
in fall, and apparently containing a full number of projectiles. 

Soon, splashes other than those due to the fire of NEW 
ZEALAND could be seen round the target, showing that the 
Fifth Battle Squadron was within range. NEW ZEALAND 
therefore resumed fire on the fourth ship. 

In this phase of the action there was considerable interference 
due to the smoke from our own destroyers on the engaged side, 
who were trving to take up station ahead. 


the course being 145° (S.S.E.) and the range increasing, course 
was altered to 122° (S.E.) to close the enemy. 

At this period more than one enemy ship was firing at LION, 
and she was hit several times, but no important damage was 
done, though several fires were started, and there was a large 
number of killed and wounded, chiefly from a shell that exploded 
on the mess deck, near the canteen flat. 
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BATTLE CRUISER ACTION. 


At 4.25 p.m. twelve destroyers of the Thirteenth and Tenth Flotillas, having 


been ordered to attack as opportunity offered, moved out to 
attack simultaneously with a similar movement on the part of 
the Second and Ninth Flotillas of the enemy. (See page , 
line.) 

During this action NOMAD and NESTOR were sunk, also 
two enemy destroyers “ V 27” and “ V 29.” 

The Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet, in his 
report, states :— 

From 4.15 p.m. to 4.43 p.m. the conflict between the opposing battle 
cruisers was of a very fierce and resolute character. The Fifth Battle 
Squadron was engaging the enemy’s rear ship, unfortunately at very long 
range. Our fire began to tell, the accuracy and rapidity of that of the 
enemy depreciating considerably. At 4.18 p.m. the third ship of his line 
was seen to be on fire. The visibility to the North Eastward had become 
considerably reduced, and the outline of his ships very indistinct. This, 
no doubt, was largely due to the constant use of smoke balls or charges 
by the enemy, under cover of which they were continually altering course 
or zigzagying. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that a remark in 
GALATEA’S log states that the smoke bombs when used by 
the enemy gave the appearance at first of the ship having blown 
up. This may account for some of the incorrect reports made of 
enemy ships being seen to blow up. 


At 4.26 p.m. a plunging salvo pitched abreast “Q” turret of QUEEN MARY 


(this was apparently the first time QUEEN MARY was hit), - 


and almost instantaneously there was a terrific upheaval and a 
dense cloud of smoke. This could not be altogether avoided 
by TIGER as she was 2 cables from QUEEN MARY. 

As TIGER passed through the cloud, about 30 seconds after 
the explosion, there was a heavy fall of material on her decks, 
but no sign could be seen whatever of QUEEN MARY. She 
sank instantaneously in Lat. 56° 42’ N., Long. 5° 49}’ E. 
Seventeen survivors were subsequently picked up by LAUREL 
and one by PETARD. 

TIGER now shifted fire to the third ship from the left, and 
established hitting. 


At 4.34 p.m. the enemy destrovers, which had moved out, were observed to 


turn to attack. TIGER opened fire on them with her 6-in. guns, 
and appeared to find their range after three salvoes: range, 
11.000 yards. 


The Second Light Cruiser Squadron had maintained their 
position ahead of the Battle Cruisers during this run to the South 
Eastward, and at 4.30 p.m. the Senior Officer of the Second 
Light Cruiser Squadron reported that he had sighted an enemy 
cruiser bearing S.E., steering N.E., and at 4.38 p.m. he reported 
that he had sighted the enemy Battle Fleet, bearing approximately 
S.E., steering North. 

At the same time the enemy Battle Fleet was sighted from 
LION. Course was altered 16 points in succession to 
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At 4.48 p.m. 


At 4.53 p.m. 
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starboard, the encmy Battle Cruisers responding so as to take 
station ahead of their Battle Flect. 

Our Battle Cruiser Fleet proceeded on a Northerly course to 
lead the enemy towards the Grand Fleet, and at 4.45 p.m. the 
Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet sent a wireless 
signal to the Commander-in-Chief, reporting that the enemy’s 
Battle Fleet had been sighted bearing S.E. This message was 
mutilated during transmission. 


The Second Light Cruiser Squadron held on to the Southward 
to observe the enemy Battle Fleet, and closed them to within 
14,000 yards, and came under a very heavy fire. 

Although shell were falling all round the ships, they sustained 
no damage, which may be partly attributed to the fact that 
continual small alterations of course were made by the ships 
to confuse the enemy's fire control. 


LION opened fire again on the leading enemy battle cruiser 
(LUTZOW). 

The other battle cruisers also came into action again at a 
range of about 19,000 yards, except NEW ZEALAND, who 
was unable to get sufficient elevation on. 

PRINCESS ROYAL engaged the second ship in the line 
(DERFFLINGER) as LION’s smoke interfered with the view 
of the leading ship. A few minutes later, range being clear, fire 
was shifted to the leading ship. 

TIGER engaged the third ship (SEYDLITZ), only two salvoes 
were fired as the enemy was very indistinct. Shortly afterwards 
the light improved, and fire was again opened on the same ship; 
hitting seemed to be established. SEYDLITZ appeared to 
leave the line. | 


the Fifth Battle Squadron was passed steering in the opposite 
direction, and a signal was made ordering them to alter course 
16 points. This was done as soon as they were clear of the 
Battle Cruisers. 

Shortly after this the wreck of QUEEN MARY was passed, 
with survivors in the water and a destroyer standing by. 


The Vice-Admiral Commanding the Battle Cruiser Fleet in 
his report states : 


The weather conditions now became unfavourable, our ships being 
silhouetted against a clear horizon to the Westward, while the enemy were 
for the most part obscured by mist; only showing up clearly at intervals. 
These conditions prevailed until we had turned their van about 6.00 p.m. 

Between 5.00 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. the action continued on a Northerly 
course, the range being about 14,000 vards. During this time the enemy 
received very severe punishment, and undoubtedly one of their battle- 
cruisers quitted the line in a considerably damaged condition. This came 
under my personal observation and was corroborated by PRINCESS 
ROYAL and TIGER. Other enemy ships also showed increasing signs 
ofinjury. At 5.05 p.m. ONSLOW and MORESBY, who had been detached 
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to assist ENGADINE with the seaplane, rejoined the Battle Cruiser 
Squadron, and took station on the starboard bow of LION. At 5.10 p.m. 
MORESBY, being two points before the beam of the leading enemy ship, 
at a range of about 10,000 yards, fired a long range torpedo at the third 
ship of their line. Eight minutes later she observed a hit with a torpedo 
on what she judged to be the sixth ship of the line. Later analysis of the 
director setting indicated a probability of this result. MORESBY then 
passed between the lines to clear the range of smoke, and rejoined 
CHAMPION. In corroboration of this, FEARLESS reports having seen 
an enemy ship heavily on fire at about 5.10 p.m. and shortly after a 
huge cloud of smoke and steam, similar to that which accompanied the 
blowing up of QUEEN MARY and INDEFATIGABLE (see page > 
lne ). 


The following extract from LION’s signal log is of interest :— 


4.55 p.m.—Most of the records of the outgoing visual signals were lost 
and destroyed in the action. The records had been sent down to the Port 
Signal] Station to be logged, but, on account of bursting shells and smoke 
anc fire, they got lost or destroyed. This log was preserved with difficulty, 
not before a hose had been turned on it. 


5.10 p.m. speed of Battle Cruiser Fleet was reduced to 24 knots. 
5.12 p.m. our Battle Cruisers ceased firing owing to the enemy 
being obscured. Fire was opened again at 5.40 p.m. 

The visibility at this time was decreasing, and when fire was 
re-opened the enemy was only just visible at 17,000 yards. 
Firing was now continued till 5.58 p.m., although it was inter- 
mittent on account of mist and smoke. Owing to the bad 
visibility the reports from the battle cruisers differ as to the 
class of ship sighted. 


the course of the Battle Cruiser Fleet was altered to 9° (N.N.E.), 
and the estimated bearing of the Grand Fleet was 331° 
(N. 16° W.), so course was gradually altered to the North Eastward, 
keeping the range about 16,000 yards. 

The enemy, who was gradually hauling to the Northward 
and Eastward, probably on account of information received from 
his light cruisers, received severe punishment at the head of his 
line. The leading ship was seen to be struck by two salvoes 
from LION, which caused her to cease fire and turn away. This 
ship was seen from PRINCESS ROYAL to be on fire. 


British cruisers were sighted on the port bow, and at 5.56 p.m. the 
leading ships of the Battle Fleet were sighted bearing North, 
5} miles. The Battle Cruiser Fleet thereupon proceeded at 
25 knots, and altered course to 43° (N.E. by E.) and at 6.00 p.m. 
to 77° (East). 

At this time there were only three enemy battle cruisers in 
sight, bearing S.E. They were followed by battleships of the 
KONIG class. Owing to the change of course the range was 
reduced to 11,000 yards by 6.20 p.m. 
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At 5.50 p.m. the Senior Officer of the Second Light Cruiser Squadron 


Diagram X. 


reported that there were battle cruisers bearing S.W. from the 
enemy Battleships, and these may have been the two hattle 
cruisers which appeared to be missing. (Seepage ,tline ). At 
6.00 p.m. he reported that he was engaging the battle cruisers, and, 
as the Second Light Cruiser Squadron was astern of the Fifth 
Battle Squadron, they must have been a ditferent group from 
those engaged by LION. 

From German sources it appears probable that the ships seen 
detached from the others were LUTZOW and SEYDLITZ, as, 
at this time, the Admiral Commanding the German Battle 
Cruisers had to shift his flag from LUTZOW to SEYDLITZ, on 
account of the damage which had been sustained by the former. 


At 6.06 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet reported 
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At 2.17 p.m. 
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At 3.50 p.m. 
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the bearing of the enemy Battle Cruisers to the Commander-in-Chief 
by visual signal, and a further visual signal was made, which 
was received by the Commander-in-Chief at 6.14 p.m., reporting 
the bearing of the enemy Battle Fleet. At 6.10 p.m. BARHAM 
also reported the bearing of the enemy Battle Fleet by visual 
signal to the Commander-in-Chief. 

(For detailed proceedings of the Battle Cruiser Fleet after 
junction with the battlefleet, see page _ .) 


Proceedings of the Fifth Battle Squadron prior to Junction with the 
Main Baitle Fleet. 


It will be remembered that at 1.30 p.m. the Fifth Battle Squadron 


took up a position 5 miles 324° (N.N.W.) from LION. 


course was altered to 358° (N. by E.), and at 2.40 p.m. to 144° 
(S.S.E.), speed being increased to 22 knots in consequence of 
the First Light Cruiser Squadron reporting an enemy cruiser 
S.S.E. 

The Battle Cruiser Squadron turned rather before the Fifth 
Battle Squadron, and were out of sight for some time. 

The Fifth Battle Squadron hauled round gradually to 32° 
(N.E.) between 3.05 p.m. and 3.35 p.m., at which time course 
was altered to 77° (East), and speed increased to 24 knots. 


the Fifth Battle Squadron then steering 88° (E. by S.) sighted two 
light cruisers before the port beam, steering about S.8.E.; these 
were made out to be enemy vessels, but not without difficulty 
owing to the mist. FEARLESS and destroyers were ordered 
to take station astern as they had not sufficient speed to get 
clear ahead, and at 4.00 p.m. when the range was clear, a signal 
was made to open fire. After a few salvoes, one cruiser appeared 
to be straddled—range, 18,000 yards—upon which the enemy 
turned away about 8 points, and, after one or two more 
salvoes had been fired, were lost to sight. 
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the enemy Battle Cruisers were sighted slightly on the port how, 
and it was scen that the British Battle Cruiser Force had altered 
course to the South Eastward, which enabled the Fifth Battle 
Squadron to gain on them. Course was altered to the Southward, 
and, at 4.11 p.m., fire was opened. ‘The opening range was 
estimated at 19,000 vards. 

It was noticed that the rear battle cruiser had smoke issuing 
from her, and she was quickly straddled, but no hits could be 
scen with certainty; she soon turned away and got out of range. 

About 4.16 p.m. BARHAM shifted to the second ship from 
the rear. The enemy presented a fair target at a range of about 
20,000 yards, and was frequently straddled. Three certain hits 
were seen, but, after starting to use A.P. lyddite, hits could not 
be seen. This would naturally be the case; and it was noted 
that enemy hits on BARHAM, although doing great internal 
damage, did not show outside the ship. 

The Rear-Admiral Commanding Fifth Battle Squadron in his 
report states :— 


The light was very difficult, the targets being constantly obscured, 


and seldom were more than one or two of the ships visible at atime. Often : 


only the flashes of the guns could be seen, while to the South Westward— 
the direction of the Fifth Battle Squadron from the enemy—the destroyers, 
which were trying to get ahead some distance off, were silhouetted against 
a clear horizon. 


the enemy opened fire on the Fifth Battle Squadron, BARHAM 
being hit at 4.23 p.m. 


From 4.21 p.m. to 4.40 p.m. the action continued at long range 


At 4.40 p.m. 


At 4.50 p.m. 


(19,000 to 21,000 yards) firing being intermittent owing to the 
great difficulty in seeing the enemy. 


the enemy Destrovers were observed to be attacking, and were 
driven off by our Light Cruisers and Destroyers. ‘Torpedoes were 
observed to cross the line, one ahead and one astern of VALIANT 
—the second ship. These torpedoes were presumably fired by 
the Second and Ninth Flotillas of the enemy destroyers. 


LION approached the Fifth Battle Squadron, steering to the 
Northward, with the signal flying to the Fifth Battle Squadron 
to turn 16 points in succession to starboard. This turn 
was made at 4.56 p.m., after our Battle Cruisers had passed, 
and the Fifth Battle Squadron altered course a little further to 
starboard to follow and support the Battle Cruisers. 

During this turn WARSPITE and MALAYA sighted the 
German Battle Fleet heading straight for them. The enemy 
Battle Fleet at this time was in divisions in line ahead, disposed 
quarterly to port. The enemy opened fire on the turning point, 
so MALAYA turned short, one salvo missing her by 50 yards. 

WARSPITE and MALAYA opened fire on the enemy Battle 
Fleet at a guessed range of 17,000 yards, but spotting was very 
difficult owing to haze. WARSPITE only fired a few salvoes, 
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as the target then drew right aft, but it is believed that the 
leading enemy ship was straddled after the second salvo. 

MALAYA drew out a little to port at 5.05 p.m. as the enemy 
had her range exactly. 


At 5.11 p.m. the enemy’s Battle Fleet, of which about eight Dreadnoughts could 
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be seen, appeared about 2 points abaft the starboard beam. 
From this time until about 5.45 p.m., at which time there was a 
lull in the action, BARHAM and VALIANT were engaging the 
enemy Battle Cruisers at a range of 19,000 to 20,000 yards, and 
MALAYA and WARSPITE were engaging the head of the 
enemy's Battle Fleet. 

The enemy could rarely be seen, though the flashes of his 
guns were very bright. Our fire was therefore intermittent, and 
any enemy ship which showed up for long enough was selected 
as a target. On the other hand, the light, from the enemy's 
point of view, was probably good, as our ships were outlined 
against a bright yellow horizon. 

During this time the ships of the Fifth Battle Squadron were 
under heavy fire from the enemy, as many as six salvoes “per 
minute falling round MALAYA at one period, several of which 
hit. At 5.45 p.m. MALAYA had a list of 4° to starboard, 
necessitating guns being fired at nearly extreme elevation. 


The following straddles and hits are reported :— 


5.00 p.m.—BARHAM main W/T put out of action. 

5.02 p.m.—BARHAM hit amidships. 

5.09 p.m.—BARHAM hit aft. 

5.11 p.m.—BARHAM hit amidships. 

5.12 p.m.—VALIANT straddled fore and aft. 

5.14 p.m.—MALAYA narrowly missed on port bow. 

5.20 p.m.—MALAYA hit starboard side forward about 
waterline. 

5.25 p.m.—MALAYA hit in steam pipe to syren, escape 
of steam rendering communication with the 
top impossible for a few minutes. 

5.25 p.m.—MALAYA hit in roof of “ X ” turret. 

5.29 p.m.—VALIANT straddled. 

5.30 p.m.—MALAYA hit starboard side of upper deck. 

5.35 p.m.—MALAYA hit starboard side. 

5.37 p.m.—MALAYA narrowly missed port bow. 


At 6.00 p.m. VALIANT fired a torpedo at the enemy Battle Fleet, bearing 
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Green 140°, result unknown. 


At 6.05 p.m. MALAYA fired a long range torpedo at the third ship 


of enemys Battle Fleet, 4 points abaft the beam, torpedo 
range about 12,900 yards. 

LUTZOW is believed to have been hit by a torpedo at about 
this time. 
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At 6.06 p.m. MARLBOROUGH was sighted on the port bow, but no other 
ship was seen for some minutes, and then only those astern 
of her. 

The Rear-Admiral Commanding Fifth Battle Squadron in his 
report states :— 


It was therefore concluded that this was the head of our battle line, 
and that the Fifth Battle Squadron would be able to form ahead of the 
Fleet. 

At 6.19 p.m., however, other ships were sighted, and it was observed 
that the Grand Fleet was deploying to the North-East, the 6th Division 1) 
being the starboard wing column. It, therefore, became necessary to make 
a large turn to port to form astern of the MARLBOROUGH’S Division, 
and to prevent masking the fire of the Battle Fleet. 

This was done without signal, and all ships were exceedingly well 
handled by their captains, and came into line by turning with BARHAM 
in the quickest possible time. 

During this turn ships came under a heavy fire from the leading enemy 
battleships, but the shooting was not good and very few hits were made. 

At this time WARSPITE’S helm jambed, causing her to continue her 
turn straight towards the enemy Battle Fleet. However, by good handling, 2/ 
although hit several times whilst approaching the enemy’s line, she was 

; enabled to get away to the Northward. I subsequently ordered her to 
proceed to Rosyth on receipt of her damage. | 


At this time VALIANT reports that there was very little 
mist, and MALAYA reports that our ships were now past the 
sun and not such a good target. 

It was during this turn that WARSPITE was nearly lost. The 
following is the Captain’s account of the occurrence :— 


At 6.18 p.m. course was altered to the Northward, following the motions 
of BARHAM and VALIANT, but, as we were apparently closing MALAYA, 30 
I ordered port 20°, and then the steering gear bogan to give trouble. 

WARSPITE shaved close under VALIANT’S stern, and every attempt 
was made by helm and engines to bring her head back to port, with the 
dire result that she only closed the head of the enemy’s fleet at decreasing 
speed. I then decided to go full speed ahead, and continued the turn to 
starboard; I am unable to give further details, except that I managed to 
get away to the Northward after practically turning two circles under the 
concentrated fire of several of the enemy’s battleships. 

During this time centralised control was impossible, but fire was kept 
up by all turrets on local control. Closest range was estimated to be 40 
12,000 yards, and the ship was badly damaged by shell fire, but not 
completely disabled. 

I then attempted to take station astern of MALAYA, but before 
arriving at five cables’ distance I realised that the ship was still unmanage- 
able, so I withdrew to the Northward, to shift over steering gear to some 
other position. The after steering compartment was reported flooded, so 
the steering position at. the engine itself was adopted. 


At 6.25 p.m, it was observed from VALIANT that some of the ships at the head 
of the enemy's Battle Line were receiving severe damage. An 
enemy ship was observed to be stopped and disabled on the 5v 
engaged side of the enemy’s line. It is probable that this ship 
as WIESBADEN. A destroyer was reported from VALIANT 
to go alongside her, but it is more probable that she was lying 
off. A salvo was seen to fall apparently between the enemy 
ship and destroyer just as the latter was closing. 
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At 6.35 p.m. the Fifth Battle Squadron had arrived in a position 


to prolong the Battle Fleet line. 


Proceedings of the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron from 3.15 p.m. until 6.20 p.m., 
May 31st, prior to junction with the First and Second Battle Cruiser Squadrons. 


At 3.13 p.m. the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, which up till then had been 
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stationed 20 miles ahead of the Battle Fleet, with CHESTER 
and CANTERBURY in company, increased speed to 22 knots, 
and proceeded on an E.S.E.’ly course to intercept the enemy 
vessels reported by GALATEA. 


At 3.16 p.m. CHESTER had to turn towards the Second Cruiser Squadron to 


At 3.45 p.m., 


pass an important signal, the visibility having decreased to 
about 8 miles. Having passed the signal, CHESTER proceeded 
at full speed to rejoin the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron. 


immediately after GALATEA made the signal stating that the 
enemy Light Cruisers had altered to South, course was altered to 
141° (S. 26° E.). 

At this time the Squadron was in single line ahead, with 
CANTERBURY ahead distant 5 miles, and CHESTER on 
starboard side distant 5 miles; the four destroyers in company 
—ACASTA, OPHELIA, CHRISTOPHER and SHARK—forming 
a submarine screen. 


At 4.05 p.m. orders were received from the Commander-in-Chief for the Squadron 


At 4.15 p.m. 


to proceed immediately to support the Battle Cruiser Fleet in 
Lat. 56° 53’ N., Long. 5° 31’ E. 

Course was subsequently altered as requisite to close the 
Battle Cruiser Fleet. Speed was increased to 24 knots, working 
up to full speed. 

A report from INDOMITABLE states :— 

As usual the positions of the enemy received in the W/T jeune did 
hot agree, 
and a report from CHESTER states :— 


At about this time a large number of reports, some apparently 
contradictory, were being intercepted, relative to position, course, and 
speed of enemy sighted. 


CHESTER, then being about 277° (N. 70° W.) 8 miles from 
Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, was slowly overhauling them. 
The visibility was rapidly decreasing. 


At 5.30 p.m. gun fire was heard and flashes of guns were seen to the South 
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Westward from CHESTER, and reported by visual signal to 


II. and VIII. INVINCIBLE. 
At 5.36 p.m. CHESTER sighted one three-funnelled light cruiser, with one or 


_ two destroyers, on the starboard bow. No reply being received 


to the challenge, CHESTER altered course to 257° (West), and 
subsequently to about North, 
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At 5.37 p.m. flashes of gunfire could be seen from the Third Battle Cruiser :‘ 
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While turning, two more enemy light cruisers were sighted. 
astern of the other one. 

This enemy squadron was the Second Scouting Group under 
the command of Rear-Admiral Boedicker. 

The leading enemy light cruiser and CHESTER opened fire 
on one another practically simultaneously, range about 7,000 yards. 

On account of the vastly superior force of the enemy, 
CHESTER turned to the North Eastward to increase the range 
—which alteration of course was shortly afterwards followed 
by the enemy—and attempted to dodge the enemy’s salvoes 
by steering towards the last fall of shot. This was apparently 
successful as regards saving the ship from more serious damage 
than she received in the first five minutes of the action. The 
damage received, however, was considerable, both as regards 
materia] and personnel. 

After being under fire for nineteen minutes, CHESTER 
crossed ahead of INVINCIBLE, and took station on her starboard 
bow, later taking station astern of the Second Cruiser Squadron, 
and remaining with that squadron for the night. 


Squadron, and course was altered to starboard, thus bringing 
CHESTER, and the four enemy light cruisers of the Second 
Scouting Group engaging her, on the port bow, and leaving the 
screening destroyers and CANTERBURY on the port quarter. 
REGENSBURG, with Ninth Flotilla, was also probably in 
this locality. 
The visibility at this time was bad and patchy, varying from 


- 16,000 yards on some bearings to 2,000 yards on others. 


As soon as it was definitely seen that CHESTER was engaged, 
the Rear-Admiral Commanding Third Battle Cruiser Squadron 
led his squadron between CHESTER and the enemy. The 
enemy were engaged at 5.55 p.m., fire being opened by 
INFLEXIBLE on the second light cruiser from the right. They 
received severe damage; one “‘four-funnelled’’ cruiser (pro- 
bably PILLAU or WIESBADEN, although these ships had 
only three funnels) was observed from INDOMITABLE to be 
heavily on fire. 

Shortly after this, some more of the enemy’s cruisers were 
seen astern of the light cruisers being engaged, and the destroyers 
developed an attack on them. SHARK fired one torpedo at a 
‘“‘four-funnelled’’ enemy cruiser (probably REGENSBURG). 
The other destrovers also fired torpedoes. 

During this time SHARK was very badly damaged by 
gunfire, and ACASTA turned to go to her assistance; while so 
doing, ACASTA was hit, being badly holed fore and aft and also 
in the engine room. ACASTA was finally taken in tow by 
NONSUCH at noon, Ist June. 

CHRISTOPHER and OPHELIA, who also came under 
heavy fire from the enemy, were driven off, and joined up with 
the Destroyer Screen of the Battle Cruiser Fleet. 
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At 6.15 p.m. SHARK, who had been left beliind, was engaged by 
two enemy destroyers, both of which were hit, one being driven 
off; the other one, however, fired two torpedoes at SHARK at 
a range of about 1,500 yards, one of which hit. At 7.00 p.m. 
SHARK sank in approximately latitude 57° 00’ N. longitude6°04’E. 

When the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron altered course, 
at 5.37 p.m., to starboard, CANTERBURY was left on the 
quarter; so she turned to the same course, and increased to full 
speed. At about 6.00 p.m. she sighted a four-funnelled cruiser 
and a three-funnelled cruiser ahead of the enemy's Battle Cruisers, 0 
distant about 12,000 yards, steering in a Southerly direction. 

To have followed the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron would 
have meant running past the enemy Battle Cruisers, and, con- 
sidering this inadvisable, CANTERBURY altered course about 
14 points to port, and engaged the enemy’s light cruisers, 
who were then administering heavy punishment to SHARK 
and ACASTA. The enemy’s fire slackened considerably on the 
approach of CANTERBURY. 

The three-funnelled cruiser was seen to be badly on fire aft. 

After continuing this action until about 6.20 p.m. when the 20 
enemy turned away, CANTERBURY turned to the Northward, 
and at 6.30 p.m. sighted the Third Light Cruiser Squadron, and, 
having received permission to remain with that squadron, she 
took station astern, and with the Third Light Cruiser Squadron 
engaged the head of the enemy’s line. 

The Commander-in-Chief in his report states :— 

It is apparent that the Rear-Admiral Commanding Third Battle 
Cruiser Squadron was misled by the difference in reckoning between the. 
Battle Fleet and Battle Cruiser Fleet, and had gone too far to the Eastward, 
actually crossing ahead of the two engaged Battle Cruiser Squadrons until 30 
meeting the eneiny advanced cruisers. 

At 6.13 p.m. the First Battle Cruiser Squadron was sighted on the port bow, 
INVINCIBLE was seen from INDOMITABLE to turn to star- 
board and apparently stop; and large quantities of steam were 
seen to be escaping from her escape pipes. She, however, ap- 
parently sustained little or no damage at this time, as she shortly 
afterwards regained her speed. 

At this time several tracks of torpedoes were seen, which were 
fired by the ships of the Second Scouting Group as they turned 
away to seek the protection of their Main Fleet. Three torpedoes 49 
passed close to INDOMITABLE and three passed close to 
INFLEXIBLE; they were clearly seen and thus avoided. 


At 6.16 p.m. on approaching our Battle Fleet, the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, 
which was then steering to the Westward, turned to starboard 
to the South Eastward. 


At 6.20 p.m. enemy’s heavy ships were observed on the starboard bow and fire 
- was opened. 
Owing to the haze and smoke only one enemy ship—believed 
to be a battleship of KONIG or KAISER class, but more 
probably a battle cruiser—was at first visible. 50 
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REPORTS ON PROGRESS OF ACTION. 


The Third Battle Cruiser Squadron was now ahead of the 
Battle Cruiser Fleet. 


The Vice-Admiral Commanding the Battle Cruiser Fleet in his 
report states :— 

I ordered them to take station ahead, which was carried out mag- 
nificently, Rear-Admiral Hood bringing his Squadron into action ahead in 
& most inspiring manner, worthy of his great naval ancestors. 


Reports on the Progress of the Action. 


The first definite information of the presence of the enemy 
Battle Fleet which reached the Commander-in-Chief was that 
sent by SOUTHAMPTON at 4.38 p.m. :— 


Have sighted enemny Battle Fleet bearing approximately S.E. Course 
of enemy North. My position Lat. 56° 34’ N., Long. 6° 20’ FE, (1638). 


Continuous reports had, however, previously been received 
in IRON DUKE of the position of the enemy Battle Cruisers 
(see Appendix VIII.), but, owing presumably to errors in either 
cyphering or de-cyphering, or to operators errors, and also 
owing to the small unavoidable discrepancies in the dead 
reckoning of the ships making the reports, and also those 


receiving the reports, the actual position of the enemy’s Fleet : 


relative to IRN DUKE’s position must have been somewhat 
conjectural. 


The following few examples illustrate this :—_ 


3.38 p.m. FALMOUTH reports her position Lat. 57° 10’ N., Long. 
5° 14’ E., and at the same time reports that GALATEA bears 
N.N.E. 2 miles. This would place GALATEA in Lat. 57° 12’ N., 
Long. 5° 14’ E., but at 3.35 p.m. GALATEA reports her 
position as Lat. 57° 04’ N., Long. 5° 11’ E. 

3.35 p.m. LION’s position was given as Lat. 56° 53’ N., Long. 
5° 28’ KE. (signal 1535), and at 3.50 p.m. was given as Lat. 
56° 53’ N., Long. 5° 31’ E. (signal 1550); thus making the 
distance travelled in fifteen minutes to be 14 miles, whereas, in 
reality, she travelled 6-2 miles during this time. Again, the 
positions of SOUTHAMPTON, given in the signals 1630 and 
1638 from that ship, indicate that the ship travelled 8 miles 
in eight minutes. It is therefore, obvious that in some cases 
the signalled position was incorrect. 


A W/T message from Admiralty, which was sent at 5.00 p.m., 
gave the position, course and speed of the enemy Battle Fleet at 
4-09 p.m.; and a second message, sent at 5.45 p.m., gave the 
position, course, and speed of the enemy main force at 4.30 
p.-m., which places the enemy Battle Fleet in Lat. 56° 33’ N., 
Long. 6° 04’ E., at 4.38 p.m. (the time of origin of 
SOUTHAMPTON ’s report). 

The position of the enemy given in these Admiralty messages 
was some 15 miles to the Westward of that deduced from 
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SOUTHAMPTON’s message timed 4.38 p.m. (it being estimated 
that the enemy Battle Flect was sighted at a distance of about 
8 miles) and some 8 miles to the Westward of that deduced 
from LION’s message timed 4.45 p.m., which message, however, 
was unfortunately mutilated in transmission. 

The following is the message referred to :— 

Urgent. Priority. Have sighted enemy's Battle Fleet bearing S8.E. 
My position Lat, 56° 36’ N., Long, 6° 04’ E. (1645), 


Owing to LION’s W/T being out of action it was necessary 


to pass this message through PRINCESS ROYAL, which caused 10 


some delay. It was received in IRON DUKE at 5.05 p.m., and 
the message as received, read : 


26 to 30 battleships probably hostile, bearing S.S.E., steering S.E. 
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MOVEMENTS OF THE BRITISH BATTLE FLEET. 


At 4.45 p.m. the Commander-in-Chief informed the ships in company by signal 
31st May. that the enemy’s Battle Fleet was coming North, and at 4.50 p.m. 
Diagram I. he sent a message to the Admiralty PC DORLINE | — 

Fleet action is imminent. ° 

At 5.00 p.m. the position of affairs was as follows :— 
Diagrams: TRON DUKE’s position :— 

I. V. and Lat. 57° 213’ N., Long. 5° 18’ E. 

VITT. Course 133° (S.E. by S.). Speed 20 knots. 

Main Battle Fleet in company, in divisions in line ahead dis- 
posed. abeam to starboard, accurate station keeping not being 
compulsory on account of speed. 

Second Cruiser Squadron spread 7 miles ahead of Battle- 
Fleet. 

Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron in line abreast 5 cables 
apart, 2 miles ahead of Battle Fleet. 

Destroyers in screening station. 

Third Battle Cruiser Squadron 26 miles ahead of Battle Fleet. 


LION’s position : 


Lat. 56° 423’ N., Long. 5° 50)’ E., i.e, 154° (S. 13° E.), 44 20) 


miles from IRON DUKE. 

Course 325° (N.N.W.). Speed 25 knots. 

First and Second Battle Cruiser Squadrons (less QUEEN 
MARY and INDEFATIGABLE) in single line ahead. 

Fifth Battle Squadron in single line ahead bearing 197° 
(S. 30° W.), 33 miles from LION. 

First Light Cruiser Squadron 13° (N. 26° E.), 5 miles from 
LION. 

Second Light Cruiser Squadron 153° (S. 14° E.), 3 miles 
from Fifth Battle Squadron. 

Third Light-Cruiser Squadron 9° (N. 22° E.), 62 miles from 
LION. 

Destroyers taking up screening stations after attacking the 
enemy. 

The enemy Battle Cruisers bore E. } N., 934 miles from LION. 

The leading ship of the enemy Battle Fleet bore 8.E. by E., 
11 miles from LION. 


At 5.04 p.m. the Commander-in-Chief ordered Attached Cruisers to take up 
station for the approach. 


At 5.30 p.m. heavy firing was heard, and flashes from guns were observed in a 
Southerly direction from TRON DUKE and _ several other 
battleships. 

A report from KING GEORGE V states that at 5.40 p.m 
our Battle Cruisers were observed in action, and MARLBOROUGH 
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states that at 5.45 p.m. LION, PRINCESS ROYAL, TIGER, 
and one other battle cruiser could be seen on the starboard bow 
engaging the enemy; the enemy not being visible. 

By 5.50 p.m. many other battleships report that our Battle 
Cruisers and Fifth Battle Squadron were in sight, although the 
enemy ships could not themselves be distinguished. A report 
from COLOSSUS states, however, that at 5.51 p.m. :— 

Enemy Battleships (HELGOLAND and others) reported in sight on 
starboard bow. They only showed up for about half a minute. 


At 5.52 pm a report froom VANGUARD states that LION bore 


S. by W., and the Fifth Battle Squadron, W.S.W. 

In view of the hazy weather it is improbable that any of 
our battle cruisers wero sighted from our Battle Fleet until 5.50 p.m. 
at the earliest, at which time LION, the leading battle cruiser, 
was 9 miles distant from the nearest battleship in company 
with the Commander-in-Chief. 

It would have been possible for the vessels of the First and 
Third Light Cruiser Squadrons to have been sighted shortly 
before 5.50 p.m., and, if the times given in the reports are to be 
relied on, it must be assumed that the light cruisers were 
mistaken for battle cruisers. 

In regard to the report from COLOSSUS at 5.51 p.m., it is 
most improbable that the vessels sighted were enemy battleships. 


At 5.56 p.m. the First Cruiser Squadron could be seen in action on the port bow. 


Diagram X. 


(See page , line.) 


Weather Conditions. 


At this time the sky was overcast, sea calm, wind South 
Westerly, light. Owing to the combination of atmospheric 
conditions and the smoke from our own ships, the visibility was 
bad, but variable; and great difficulty was experienced in 
distinguishing ships. 

The following extracts from reports indicate the state of the 
visibility :-— 

The Commander-in-Chief in his report states :— 


Up to 6.00 p.m. the weather conditions were wholly in favour of the 
enemy. The horizon to the Eastward was entirely obscured when engaging 
enemy Battle Ships and Battle Cruisers, only the flashes of the enemy guns 
could be made out. On the other hand a strong light to the Westward 
enabled the British ships to be distinguished clearly by the enemy. 


The Rear-Admiral, First Battle Squadron, states :— 


The visibility was extremely baffling, partly due to misty clouds 
appearing and dissolving, and partly due to the layers of smoke from 
funnels and ships firing. 
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The Rear-Admiral, Fourth Battle Squadron, states :— 


I estimated the visibility at about 5 to 6 miles. By 6.45 p.m. it 
had somewhat decreased and the light was becoming bad. From then 
on the visibility varied, but was not, I think, ever more than 12,000 yards. 
The direction of the wind was 8.W. by 8., light. 


COLOSSUS reports at 6.02 p.m. :— 


WEATHER CONDITIONS. 


Enemy Battle Fleet in sight mdistinctly. 
Whereas at this time NEPTUNE and other ships report that 
no enemy could be distinguished, and VANGUARD reports :— 

iY 


It is not known whether the enemy Battle Fleet was present or not. 
They were not seen by VANGUARD. 


ST. VINCENT reports :— 


Weather very misty, visibiltty extreme about 5} miles. 


INDOMITABLE reports :— 


On some bearings one could see 16,000 yards, whilst on. siher only | 
2,000. 


The above extracts, which are a few only of those which could 
be quoted, are sufficient to indicate the variability of the visi- 
bility at the commencement and throughout the action. (See 
also ranges obtained on page _.) 20 
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JUNCTION OF THE BATTLE FLEET AND BATTLE 


CRUISERS. 


At 6.00 p.m. IRON DUKE’S position was Lat. 57° 83’ N., Long. 5° 45’ E. 


Diagrams : 
IT and X. 


Course 133° (S.E. by S.), speed 20 knots. Battle Fleet in 
divisions in line ahead disposed abeam to starboard (Organi- 
sation No. 5), columns 10 cables apart. 

LION, leading the Battle Cruisers, bore 201° (S. 34° W.), 
6 miles from IRON DUKE. 

BARHAM, leading the Fifth Battle Squadron, 201° (S. 34° W.), 
84 miles, the Third and First Light Cruiser Squadrons being about 
midway between LION and IRON DUKE, and the Second 
Light Cruiser Squadron near the Fifth Battle Squadron. 

The Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron was about 2 miles ahead 
of the 2nd Division of the Battle Fleet. 

The Third Battle Cruiser Squadron bore about S.E. by E. 
12 miles from IRON DUKE. 

The First Cruiser Squadron (in action) was about 3 miles 
ahead of the Battle Fleet. 

The Second Cruiser Squadron was concentrating on MINO- 
TAUR about 9 miles to the Eastward. 


At 6.02 p.m. the Battle Fleet altered course, leading ships together, the rest in 


succession to 167° (South), and speed was reduced to 18 
knots to admit of ships closing up, accurate station keeping not 
having been insisted on while the fleet was steaming 20 knots; 
and at 6.06 p.m. course was again altered, leading ships together, 
the rest in succession, to 122° (S.E.). At 6.08 p.m. Destroyers 
were ordered to take up deployment position. 


The Commander-in-Chief in his report states :— 


It was apparent on meeting that the reckoning of the Battle Cruiser 
Fleet was about twelve miles to the Eastward of IRON DUKE’S reckoning. 
In consequence of this the enemy were sighted on the starboard bow 
instead of ahead and some 20 minutes earlier than was anticipated. 
Owing to the uncertainty as to the position of the enemy Battle Fleet, it 
had not been possible to re-dispose the guides of columns on any different 
bearing. Consequently the deployment was carried out under some dis- 
advantage, and, indeed it was not easy to determine the correct direction 
of deployment until the Battle Fleets were almost in contact. At this stage 
it was not clear whether the enemy Battle Fleet was ahead of our Battle 
Fleet or on the starboard beam, as heavy tiring was proceeding from ahead 
to the starboard beam, and the Cruisers ahead were seen to be hotly engaged. 
In order to take ground to starboard a signal was made at 6.02 p.m. to 
alter course by 9 pendant to South, but it was then realised that the enemy 
Battle Fleet must be in close proximity, either ahead or on the starboard 
side, and the Fleet was turned back by 9 pendant to S.E., preparatory to 
deployment to port. 

At this period the following visual signals were received by 
the Commander-in-Chief with reference to the position of the 


enemy :— 
6.06 p.m. from LION :— 
Enemy’s Battle Cruisers bearing S8.E. 
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JUNCTION WITH BATTLE CRUISERS. 


6.10 p.m. from BARHAM :— 
Enemy’s Battle Fleet 8.S.E. 


6.14 p.m. from LION :— 
Have sighted enemy’s Battle Fleet bearing S.S.W. 


6.18 p.m. from LION :— 

Enemy Battle Fleet in sight bearing South, the nearest ship is distant 
7 miles. 

(Owing to the necessity of passing this signal through two 
intervening ships it was not received by the Commander-in-Chief 
until 6.27 p.m.). 


At 6.07 p.m. the First Light Cruiser Squadron found it necessary to pass through 


the lines of the Battle Fleet to get clear, as there was very great 
congestion at the point where the screening cruisers met between 
the Battle Fleet and the Battle Cruiser Fleet. The Third Light 
Cruiser Squadron turned across ahead of the Battle Fleet. (See 
page, line __.) 


At 6.15 p.m. a general signal was made by the Commander-in-Chief :— 


The column nearest S.E. by E. is to alter course in succession to that 
point of the compass, the remaining columns altering course leading ships 


together the rest in succession so as to form astern of that column, 2? 


maintaining the speed of the Fleet. 


and at 6.26 p.m. speed was reduced to 14 knots to allow our 
Battle Cruisers, which were before the starboard beam, and 
therefore somewhat masking the range of our Battleships, to draw 
ahead. 


At 6.33 p.m. speed was increased to seventeen knots. 
At 6.36 p.m. the deployment was completed and the Battle Fleet 


At 6.16 p.m. 


formed in line of battle with Fifth Battle Squadron (less WAR- 
SPITE) forming astern of AGINCOURT. 


DEFENCE and WARRIOR passed down between our own and 
the enemy’s Battle Fleet, found themselves within comparatively 
short range of the enemy’s heavy ships, and were observed to 
be receiving severe punishment from the enemy. 


At 6.19 p.m. DEFENCE blew up and sank in Lat. 57° 2-5’ N., Long. 


5° 53’ E.; the after magazine appeared to blow up first, shortly 
followed by the foremost magazine. A few minutes previous 
to this an explosion was seen to occur in WARRIOR, and she 
passed to the rear disabled, being ultimately taken in tow by 
ENGADINE at 8.30 p.m. (See page  , line _.) 
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GENERAL FLEET ACTION. 


The Battle Fleet action commenced immediately the Deployment 
signal had been hauled down, but firing was not general at this 
time, paitly owing to the mist, and partly to the masking of the 
enemy ships by our own ships. Many battleships report diffi- 
culty in finding a clear range. 

The Rear-Admiral, First Battle Squadron, states :— 


The 5th Division was unable to open fire on the enemy owing to the 
Battle-Cruisers being in between. 


MONARCH reports :— 
Enemy hidden from us by our Battle Cruisers. 
ERIN reports :— 


Second Battle Squadron’s view obscured by smoke of DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH. 


MARLBOROUGH reports :— 
Enemy was hidden by cruiser on fire. 
AGINCOURT reports :— 


The range was not yet clear of our own ships. 


VANGUARD reports :— 


There was a difficulty in finding an enemy ship not masked by one : 


of our own. 


The above extracts are sufficient to show that a considerable 
amount of masking occurred which would appear to have been 
unavoidable, considering that all our squadrons were at this 
time converging on the Battle Fleet. 


At 6.15 p.m. the 6th Division—-the rear division of the Battle Line—came into 


action. 

As HERCULES started to turn into line of battle she was 
straddled, a salvo pitching short of, and over, the forecastle, 
deluging the fore bridge, conning tower, and foretop with water. 
The enemy’s shell were also falling close to VANGUARD and 
REVENGE. 


It was observed in HERCULES and AGINCOURT that at 
this time our Battle Fleet must have afforded a fine silhouette for 
the enemy against a bright sunlit sky, as some of our ships on 
the reverse side were clearly visible. 

At this time the enemy Light Cruiser WIESBADEN, severely 
damaged and on fire, and apparently stopped, was sighted from 
IRON DUKE and other ships. This cruiser was engaged, and 
heavily hit by several of the battleships as she passed down 
the Battle Fleet line during and immediately after the deployment, 
It is reported that shots which apparently came from the enemy 
ships were also falling close to WIESBADEN; it is therefore 
probable that she was being fired on by both friend and foe. 
She was also hit by a torpedo fired by ONSLOW, and finally 
sank at 1.00 a.m. on Ist June. 
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GENERAL FLEET ACTION. 


At 6.17 p.m. MARLBOROUGH ofgened fire on a battleship of the KAISER 


class, just abaft the starboard beam, steering approximately 
E.N.E. Seven salvoes were fired at this ship, the 5th and 
7th salvoes being seen to hit. 

At this time four KAISER class and four HELGOLAND 
class battleships could be seen from MARLBOROUGH; and 
other ships report seeing battle cruisers ahead of these battleships. 

The enemy Battle Fleet at this time was steering to the North 
Eastward. ‘The Third Squadron (KONIGS) leading, followed 
by the First and Second Squadrons. Some battle cruisers being 
ahead of the Third Squadron, having just turned 16 points to 
get into station. 

Judging by the reports from our own ships it appears proba- 
ble that two of the enemv battlo cruisers were astern of their 
Battleships, instead of being ahead, as stated in German accounts. 
If this was the case, the two astern were probably LUTZOW and 
SEY DLITZ, as at about this time Admiral Von Hipper is 
believed:to have transferred his flag to SEYDLITZ. 

The remaining ships of the 6th Division opened fire shortly 


after MARLBOROUGH. HERCULES fired her first salvo at 2 


WIESBADEN at 6.20 p.m., and a few minutes later, on sighting 
three enemy battleships of the KAISER class indistinctly through 
the mist, fired seven or eight salvoes at the ship that appeared 
most visible. 

REVENGE fired some salvoes at an enemy battleship at 
6.22 p.m.; the enemy was too indistinct for spotting. 

AGINCOURT opened fire at 6.24 p.m. on an enemy battle- 
ship. The target could just be made out, but her number in 
the line could not be stated with accuracy. Hits had been 
obtained on this ship, when the smoke from our own ships blotted 
out the enemy vessels, one of which was very heavily hit. 

The ships of the 6th Division were the only ones, at this 
time, which had any opportunity of opening fire at the enemy 
capital ships; many of the battleships in the 2nd, 3rd, 4th 
and Sth Divisions were, however, firing on the damaged 
WIESBADEN. 

THUNDERER sighted four enemy ships—three KAISER 
class and one battle cruiser—and guns were laid on one of these 
at 6.25 p.m., but fire could not ke opened as the target was 
masked by CONQUEROR. A range of 22,000 yards is reported 
as having been obtained. 


At 6.20 p.m. FALMOUTH sighted two encmy battle cruisers, which appeared 


to be detached from the others and to be steering about East. 
FALMOUTH and YARMOUTH both fired torpedoes at the 
leading ship. FALMOUTH also opened fire, and the enemy 
replied. 

There should have been three enemy battle cruisers in this 
position: it 1s, however, known that at some time during the 
action DERFFLINGER stopped, and hauled out of line to 
secure nets. It may have been at this time. 
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At 6.27 p.m. the First and Second Battle Cruiser Squadrons altered course to 


At 


At 6.30 p.m. 


support the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, which was then 
taking station ahead of the First Battle Cruiser Squadron (see 
page , line ), and which was under heavy fire from the 
enemy. 

6.34 p.m. INVINCIBLE was hit. and blew up and sank in Lat. 57° 
3}’ N., Long. 6° 73?’ E. By this time the Battle-Cruiser Fleet 
had drawn well ahead of the Battle Fleet. 


firing at the enemy capital ships became more general, all 
divisions of the Battle Fleet taking part, with the exception of 
the Ist Division. the view from which was obscured by smoke 
from DUKE OF EDINBURGH until about 6.45 p.m. The 
Ist Divisicn did not open fire until after 7.00 p.m. 

The targets were, however, frequently obscured by smoke 
from damaged enemy vessels, and by our own ships. The visi- 
bility also was still variable and deceptive. 

At this time, there was much bunching up of our ships in 
the rear of the line, which seriously interfered with the firing, 
and prevented the enemy from receiving the full fire of our 


Battle Line. MARLBOROUGH and other ships had to reduce , 


to 8 knots, and ST. VINCENT had to stop. NEPTUNE 
reports that at 632 p.m. ST. VINCENT came up on 
NEPTUNE’s beam masking her fire and interfering with the 
view, thus preventing her from opening fire until 6.40 p.m. 

Owing to these conditions the firing was intermittent, and the 
target could seldom be held for more than a few minutes. 

IRON DUKE, while firing at WIESBADEN, sighted three 
ships of the KONIG class, and at 6.30 p.m. fire was opened on 
the leading ship—unine salvoes were fired, and at least six hits 
are reported. 


CANADA opened fire shortly afterwards (the class of ship 
fired at not being stated); the other ships of the 3rd Division 
did nct open fire until after 7.00 p.m. 

The 2nd Division opened fire at 6.30 p.m. at enemy battleships. 
ORION fired at a KAISER class, and, after four salvoes* 
observed flames near the enemy’s after turret. MONARCH 
fired at the leading KONIG, one salvo appeared to straddle. 
CONQUEROR and THUNDERER fired at a KAISER class, 
THUNDERER straddling the target with her 2nd and 3rd 
salvoes. The enemy was then seen blazing for the whole length 
of her quarter deck. 


BENBOW opened fire at 6.30 p.m. at a battle cruiser; the 
remaining ships of the 4th Division did not open fire at this time. 

COLOSSUS opened fire at 6.30 p.m., firing three salvoes at 
the enemy Battle Fleet. The remainder of the 5th Division 
opened fire shortly afterwards at either a battleship or battle 
cruiser as opportunity offered. 

KONIG probably received greater damage from gunfire than 
any other enemy battleship, as it is acknowledged that she 
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received the greatest number of hits. It is probable that this 
damage occurred during this phase of the action, as she is 
reported as having been seen later—at 7.19 p.m.—from MARL- 
BOROUGH to haul out of line very low in the water aft. 
A destroyer was screening her with dense smoke at the time. 


The Actual Time at which each battleship (exclusive of the Fifth 
Baitle Squadron opened Fire at the enemy capital ships 
was, according to reports, as follows :— 


MARLBOROUGH - 6.17p.m. Ata KAISER class. 


REVENGE - - 6.22p.m. At the leading ship of the 
second division. 

AGINCOURT  - - 6.24p.m. Ata battle cruiser. 

HERCULES) - - 6.25p.m. Ata KAISER class. | 

IRON DUKE - - 6.30p.m. Ata KONIG class. 

COLOSSUS - - 6.30 p.m. At the enemy battlefleet. 

ORION” - - - 6.30 p.m. Ata KAISER class. | 

BENBOW - - - 6.30 p.m. Apparently at a LUTZOW 
class. 

CONQUEROR - - 6.31 p.m. Ata KAISER class. 

MONARCH - - 6.33 p.m. Ata KONIG class. 20 

THUNDERER - - 6.33 p.m. Ata KAISER class. 

COLLINGWOOD  - 640pm. Ata battle cruiser. 

CANADA - - - 6.40 p.m. | 

NEPTUNE - - 640p.m. Ata battleship. 

ST. VINCENT - - 6.54p.m. Ata battleship. 

AJAX - - - 7.10p.m. Ata battle cruiser. 

CENTURION - - 7.15 p.m. Ata KAISER class. | 

ROYAL OAK - - 7.15pm. Ata battle cruiser. 

KING GEORGE V.- 7.17p.m. At a battleship, or LUT- 
ZOW class. 3n' 

TEMERAIRE - - 7.17p.m. Ata battle cruiser. 

SUPERB - . - - 7.17p.m. Ata battle cruiser. 


The following ranges of the enemy capital ships were, according to 
reports, observed from our battleships :-— 


Yards. 

6.17 p.m. A KAISER class from MARLBOROUGH - _— 13,000 
6.24 p.m. A battle cruiser from AGINCOURT~ - - 10,000 
6.25 p.m. Four battleships and a battle cruiser from 

THUNDERER - - - - 22,000 | 
6.23 p.m. A KAISER class from HERCULES - - 12,000 4, 
6.29 p.m. A LUTZOW class from BENBOW - - 16,000 
6.304 p.m. A KONIG class from IRON DUKE ~ - - 12,000 
6.31 p.m. A KONIG class from CONQUEROR - - 12,000 
6.32 p.m. A KAISER class from ORION — - - 11,100 


6.33 p.m. Three KAISERS and two KONIGS for 
MONARCH - - - - - - 12,000 


6.39 p.m. 
6.40 p.m. 
6.54 p.m. 
7.04 p.m. 
7.06 p.m. 
7.07 p.m. 
7.08 p.m. 
7.09 p.m, 
7.10 p.m. 
7.11 p.m. 
7.10 p.m. 
7.12 p.m. 
7.12 p.m. 


7.12 p.m. 


7.13 p.m. 
7.13 p.m. 


7.14 p.m. 


7.15 p.m. 
7.15 p.m. 
7.15 p.m. 
7.15 p.m. 
7.16 p.m. 
7.16 p.m. 
7.17 p.m. 


7.17 p.m. 
7.17 p.m. 
7.19 p.m. 
7.20 p.m. 
7.20 p.m. 
7.20 p.m. 
7.20 p.m. 
7.21 p.m. 
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A KAISER class from MARLBOROUGH - 
A battleship from NEPTUNE - - - 
A KAISER class from ST. VINCENT - 
A LUTZOW class from NEPTUNE - - 
Four battleships from AGINCOURT - - 
Left hand ship of enemy from IRON DUKE 
Left hand ship of enemy from IRON DUKE 


Do. do. - 
Do. do. - 
Do. do. - 


A battle cruiser from AJAX - 
A KONIG class from MARLBOROUGH - 
A battle cruiser, second from left, from 

HERCULES - - - - - - 
DERFFLINGER and two more from 

COLOSSUS - - - 
Leading battle cruiser from ‘COLOSSUS - 
A HELGOLAND class from IRON DUKE 


A KONIG class from MONARCH - - 


A DERFFLINGER class from ORION ~ - 
A VON DER TANN class from REVENGE 
A DERFFLINGER from ROYAL OAK - 
A battle cruiser from TEMERAIRE - - 
A DERFFLINGER from COLOSSUS - 
A KAISER class from CENTURION - 
A LUTZOW or DanC CSIP from KING 

GEORGE V - - 
A battle cruiser from BELLEROPHON - 
A battle cruiser from TEMERAIRE - - 
A DERFFLINGER class from MONARCH - 
A DERFIFLINGER class from SUPERB - 
A KAISER class from CANADA - - 
A battle cruiser from COLLINGWOOD, about 
The rear enemy ship from MALAYA - - 
A KAISER or KONIG class from IRON 

DUKE - - - - - - 
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Yards. 
13,000 
11,000 
10,000 
10,000 
11,000 
11,000 
10,600 
11,900 
13,500 
14,850 
19,000 
10,200 


9,000 
10,000 


9,000 
15,400 


17,300 : 


to 
18,450 
19,000 
9,000 
14,000 
12,500 
8,400 
17,500 


12,800 
11,000 
12,000 
16,000 
11,000 
13,000 

8,000 
10,400 


14,800 


On comparing the relative positions of the reporting ship 
and the ship on which fire is reported as having been opened, 
or of which a range was obtained, it is obvious that our battleships 
often mistook enemy battle cruisers for battleships and vice versd. 
In many cases WIESBADEN was mistaken for a capital ship. 


At 6.33 p.m. the speed was increased to 17 knots. 


At this time the enemy were observed to turn away and make 


two 16 point turns, 


the first turn—to West— was made on 


account of the enemy Battle Cruisers having been forced to turn 
sharply away. The second 16 point turn was made at about 


6.55 p.m. 
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GENERAL FLEET ACTION. 


At 6.36 p.m. the enemy was seen from our Battle Cruisers to develop a heavy 


At 6.44 p.m. 


smoke screen, and fire was opened from TIGER with 6-in. guns 
against the enemy’s Destroyers (see page , line ), which were 
apparently preparing to deliver an attack on our Battle Fleet. 

It is more probable that these destroyers belonging to the 
Third Flotilla were endeavouring to reach the damaged WIES- 
BADEN to recue her crew, but on encountering the heavy 
fire at the time directed on them and on WIESBADEN they 
were forced to retire. While turning away six torpedoes were 
discharged at the rear of our Battle Line. 


divisions, separately, altered course to 122° (S.E.), preserving 
their formation. 

At this time the Battle Fleet passed ACASTA, who was stopped, 
holed fore and aft, and was flying the signal: ‘‘ Am in danger of 
sinking,” and the “‘ Not under control” signal IRON DUKE 
passed ACASTA leaving her on the starboard hand; some of the 
battleships at the rear of the line passed her on their port hand. 
ACASTA had previously formed a part of the Third Battle Cruiser 
Squadron screen, and had been damaged in action with the 


enemy’s Light Cruisers; she remained afloat and returned to » 


harbour in tow of NONSUCH (see page , line ). 


At 6.54 p.m. MARLBOROUGH was struck by a torpedo (a portion of which 


was subsequently found in the Diesel engine room) on the 
starboard side abreast of No. 1 boiler room and hydraulic room, 
both of which were flooded, the two men stationed in the former 
being killed. It was also necessary to draw fires in ‘‘ A”’ boiler 
room, water being reported up to floor plates. But, as 
MARLBOROUGH could still maintain revolutions for a speed 
of 17 knots it was decided that she should maintain her place 
in the line. 

Immediately on being struck she took a list of 8° to 
starboard; this list remained steady. No track was seen of a 
torpedo, but a periscope was reported to have been seen about 
1,000 yards on the starboard beam. 

REVENGE, on seeing MARLBOROUGH torpedoed, hauled 
out about one cable to port, and shortly afterwards a shock 
was felt as if the ship had struck something, also a large patch 
of oil with an upheaval in the middle and portions of wreckage 
coming to the surface is reported to have been seen at the same 
time. 

The report from REVENGE states : 


I think she (MARLBOROUGH) was torpedoed by a submarine who 
then dived and attempted to go under the Battleship Line, and my belief 
is, REVENGE struck and sunk the submarine. 


This is most improbable, as a submarine would have been 
unable to cross the line in such a short time. 
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At 6.55 p.m. 
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The Vice-Admiral Commanding First Battle Squadron was 
of opinion that the torpedo was fired by a damaged enemy 
cruiser, which was fired on and hit by MARLBOROUGH some 
minutes afterwards. MARLBOROUGH also fired a torpedo at 
this cruiser at which time (7.10 p.m.) the cruiser bore green 85° 
distant 9,800 yards, and was the damaged WIESBADEN. It 
is probable that the torpedo was fired by WIESBADEN. 

The first torpedo sighted from MARLBOROUGH, which 
missed astern at 6.45 p.m., was also fired by WIESBADEN. 


course was altered, leaders together the rest in succession, to 
167° (South), conforming to the movements of the Battle Cruiser 
Squadrons, and with a view to closing the enemy. 

The Battle Fleet at this time passed the wreck of INVINCIBLE, 
the 3rd Division leaving her on their starboard hand at a distance 
of approximately 7 cables, and the 4th Division on their port 
hand. The wreck was abeam of IRON DUKE at 6.57 p.m. 
INVINCIBLE was broken in two, the bow and stern standing 
some 50 feet out of the water, the centre part resting 
apparently on the bottom. BADGER was picking up survivors. 


At 7.05 p.m. the Battle Fleet altered course together to 201° (S.W. by S.), and at 


7.09 p.m. a signal was made to turn together to the original 
course, 167° (South); during the next fifteen minutes, however, 
the Battle Fleet steered 173° (S. 6° W.). The Battle Cruisers at 
this time were also hauling round to the South Westward. 


At 7.10 p.m. the firing from our Battleships again became general, there having 


been a lull in the action owing to the enemy fleet having turned 
away 


At 7.12 p.m. -MARLBOROUGH fired fourteen salvoes at what was believed 


to be a KONIG class battleship, four salvocs were seen to hit, 
and the enemy ship turned to starboard, and disappeared into 
the mist. The enemy ship fired at was most probably a battle 
cruiser. 

MONARCH and CENTURION opened fire at a KONIG 
class battleship, apparently steaming very slowly, or stopped, 
escorted by destroyers; these ships report having obtained hits. 

KING GEORGE V opened fire at 7.17 p.m. on the leading 
enemy ship; three destroyers were seen on her engaged side 
making a smoke screen. 

IRON DUKE fired four salvoes at 7.13 p.m. at a HELGO- 
LAND battleship. 

ROYAL OAK, BELLEROPHON, HERCULES, NEPTUNE, 
and ORION were at this time firing at the enemy battle cruisers, 
and several hits were observed. 

The Fifth Battle Squadron were also firing, but the enemy 
was only sighted intermittently, and spotting was difficult. 


At 7.14 p.m. the Battle Cruisers again came into action with the enemy, 


having lost sight of them for a short time before this. The 
action lasted for only a few minutes (see page _, line __—i—sdsz. 
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At 7.15 p.m. REVENGE fired a torpedo at VON DER TANN. 


At 7.12 p.m. 


At this time COLOSSUS, being engaged with both main and 
socondary armament in firing at destroyers on the starboard bow, 
suddenly observed a ship of the DERF FLINGER class through 
the mist, 10,000 yards on the starboard beam; she was accom- 
paned by two or possibly three other battle cruisers. COLOSSUS 
fired five salvoes, two of which straddled, four direct hits being 
obtained. The enemy was observed to turn away with a con- 
siderable list, and was lost sight of in the mist and smoke. 

It is probable that SEYDLITZ was damaged at about this 
time, as Admiral Von Hippe1, who had previously shifted his 
flag to SEYDLITZ when LUTZOW was damaged about an hour 
earlier, shifted his flag from SEYDLITZ to MOLTKE, probably 
at about this time, SEY DLITZ received one hit on her starboard 
bow from a torpedo, but the time at which this hit was received 
is not known. 

Many battleships also report having opened fire on a damaged 
enemy cruiser. These reports may refer to WIESBADEN,. the 
course of the Battle Fleet having again brought her on the 
starboard beam; or, it is possible that a second light cruiser 
(ROSTOCK) which was, according to the Greman report, leading 
a destroyer attack, was also under fire. It appears possible that 
two light cruisers were in sight at this time as, at 7.04 p.m., 
NEPTUNE observed an enemy light cruiser steering to the 
Northward. 

The Second Cruiser Squadron, with the exception of 
HAMPSHIRE, had no opportunity of taking any active part 
in the action. 


the Commander-in-Chief ordered the First Battle Squadron to 
take station astern of the Fourth Battle Squadron, and, at 
7.16 p.m., the Second Battle Squadron to take station ahead 
of the Fourth Battle Squadron. 


At 7.20 p.m. speed was reduced to 15 knots. At about this time there was 


At 7.15 p.m., 


(A pproz.) 


not over much room at the head of the line, and the Second 
Battle Squadron was hampered in its movements by DUKE 
OF EDINBURGH and lght craft in the van. While the Second 
and Fourth Battle Squadrons were manceuvring to take up the 
station ordered, the Fleet was at 7.22 p.m. turned away 2 
points by ‘ Preparative,’ and at 7.25 p.m. a further 2 points; 
this led to some irregularity in the formation of the Battle Fleet. 


immediately after their Destroyers moved out to attack, the 
enemy Battle Fleet commenced to turn away, their Battle Cruisers 


following at about 7.20 p.m. 
At this time it is believed that the enemy Battle Cruisers 


received severe punishment from our ships. 


At about 7.25 p.m. the enemy’s Battle Feet is reported to have been seen 


from MARLBOROUGH, VALIANT, and AGINCOURT to 
turn away about 8 points under cover of a smoke screen 
made by their Destroyers. ‘The ships seen to turn away wele, 
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presumably, Battle Cruisers, as they turned only 8 points, 
whereas the enemy Battle Fleet turned 16 points. 

It will be seen that the enemy Battle Fleet turned awav some 
minutes before our Battle Feet turned away by sub-divisions on 
account of destroyer attack (see page , line ). 


Tor pedo attacks by the Enemy Flotillas. 


At 6.13 p.m. the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron avoided a number of torpedoes 
fired apparently by the Second Scouting Group, by REGENS- 
BURG with Second and Ninth Flotillas, or by 12th Half- 
Flotilla, all of which were in the vicinity of the damaged 
WIESBADEN, about 6.00 p.m. 


At 6.40 p.m. torpedoes passed through the Battle Cruiser Line. These appear 
(A pproz.) to have been fired during the attack by the Third Flotilla, which 
was sighted and fired on by TIGER at about 6.36 p.m. 


At 6.40 p.m. ST. VINCENT was missed by, and at 6.45 p.m. MARLBOROUGH 
avoided, torpedoes apparently fired by WIESBADEN. The 
torpedo which struck MARLBOROUGH at 6.54 p.m. appears 
also to have been fired by this vessel. 


At 6.50 p.m. the Ist Half Flotilla was standing by the damaged LUTZOW. 
The torpedoes which passed through the rear of the Battle Fleet 
between 7.00 and 7.09 p.m. may have been fired by these 
destroyers. 


At 7.05 p.m. three destroyers of the enemy Third Flotilla moved out from 
(A pproz.) behind the enemy Battle Fleet ; “‘ G. 73” fired one, and “G. 88” two 
torpedoes at the rear battleship. These destroyers were engaged 
by all ships of the Fourth Battle Squadron and by several of the 
5th Division, and were driven off. The Rear-Admiral, Fourth 

Battle Squadron, in his report states :— 
The attack was neither made with dash, nor was it pressed home, 


whether on account of the fire from the 6-in. guns of our ships or the 
threat of a counter attack from our Light Cruisers I do not know. 


At 7.15 p.m. (Approx.) three torpedos were observed approaching 
NEPTUNE; two ran clear, and NEPTUNE avoided the third by 
use of helm. 


At 7.20 p.m. the enemy 11th Half Flotilla were observed to be developing an 
attack on the Battle Fleet, and a few minutes later a second 
group of enemy destroyers (17th Half Flotilla) were also 
sighted attacking. Both groups were driven off by 12-in. and 
6-in. gunfire. 


At. 7.22 p.m., when the first group of enemy destroyers fired their torpedoes 
the Battle Fleet was turned by sub-divisions 2 points away 
from the enemy. Immediately after firing their torpedoes, the 
enemy destroyers turned away, and disappeared in a smoke screen. 
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At 7.25 p.m. the Battle Fleet was again turned by sub-divisions 2 points away 


from the enemy on torpedoes being fired by the second group of 
enemy destrovers. 


At 7.26 p.m. the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron was ordered to attack 


the torpedo vessels of the enemy. Fire was opened on the enemy 
at 8,000 to 9,000 yards, and at 7.35 p.m. the Fourth Light Cruiser 
Squadron turned to resume station on KING GEORGE V. (see 
page line ). 

Several enemy destroyers were hit by fire from battleships 
and Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron. It is believed that “8S. 35’ 
of the Ninth Flotilla was sunk at this time. Two other enemy 
destroyers were apparently badly damaged, as they are reported 
as probably sunk, but this statement cannot be verified. 

FAULKNOR and the Ist Division of the Twelfth Flotilla 
attacked and sank another enemy destroyer, believed to be 
“V. 48.” 

The 11th and 17th Half Flotillas fired twenty-one torpedoes in 
all during their attack on the Battle Fleet, and between 7.33 and 
7.38 p.m. some eleven or twelve torpedoes are reported to have 


passed through the Battle Fleet, and seven torpedoes were sighted - 


by ships of the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron. 


At 7.35 p.m. two more groups of enemy destroyers, which were’ observed bv 


(A pproz.) 


several battleships to be developing an attack, were engaged, and 
driven off by gunfire. 

These were the Third and Fifth enemy Flotillas, supported 
by ROSTOCK. Of these destroyers only “S. 32” sighted our 
capital ships. She fired one torpedo, and at about 7.45 p.m. 
INFLEXIBLE sighted the track of a torpedo pass about 100 yards 
astern. 

During these torpedo attacks several torpedoes passed through 
the Battle Fleet, nineteen or twenty tracks being seen. All 
torpedoes, except the one which struck MARLBOROUGH, 
were successfully avoided by the use of the helm. The tracks 
could in most cases be easily seen from aloft. The majority of 
the torpedoes apparently passed through the rear divisions of 
the Battle Fleet, and no less than seven are reported to have 
missed MARLBOROUGH. This apparent concentration on 
MARLBOROUGH was probably due to her being the centre 
ship of her squadron and, therefore, the point of aim. 


The Rear-Admiral, Fourth Battle Squadron, in his report 
states :— 


The destroyers, however, before they retired, were well within long 
range distance, and possibly the attack might have proved effective had 
the fleet not turned away by the ‘“‘ Preparative.’’ ‘The weather conditions 
were very favourable to torpedo attack, and it is an interesting fact that 
the enemy made so little effective use of this weapon against our Battle 
line. Possibly he was reserving his destroyers in the hope of making 
more effective use of them after dark. As the result of turning away, 
touch was lost with the enemy Battle Fleet, and was not regained before 
darkness necessitated drawing the Fleet off for the night. 
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The Commander-in-Chief in his report states : 


The torpedo attacks launched by the ehemy were countered in the 
manner previously intended and practised during exercises, and the Fleet 
was manceuvred to close again after these attacks by the method which 
had been adopted for this purpose. 

The German tactics during the action were those which have always 
been anticipated, and for which provision has been made so far as 1S 
possible in my Battle Orders. The “ turn away ’’ of the enemy under 
cover of torpedo boat destroyer attack is a most difficult move to counter, 
but which has been closely investigated ; 

There is no real counter. Nothing but ample time and superior speed 
can be an answer, and this means that unless the meeting of the Fleets 
takes place fairly early in the day it is most difficult, if not impossible to 
fight the action to a finish. In this particular case thanks to the fact 
that the enemy did not, as far as can be seen, expect to find our whole 
Fleet present, there was no time for him to lay @ prepared mined area, 
and not much time to place his submarines, although many submarines 
were present. 


Enemy Submarines. 


Enemy submarines were stationed off the Pentland Firth, 
Firth of Forth, and Moray Firth, and the evidence obtained from 
our own and enemy sources, other than that quoted below, 
Indicates that no enemy submarine was in the vicinity of the 
scene of the action. 

Between 3.35 p.m. and 10.00 p.m., 3lst May, thirty reports 
of enemy submarines were made by our ships. Of this number, 
two were reported as seen on the surface, two were reported to 
be seen when breaking surface, and two were believed to have 
been rammed, although no submarine was actually seen. Of 
the remainder of the reports, some state that a periscope was 
sighted. One of these reports states that the alleged periscope 
was undoubtedly a dummy. 

The majority of these reports were probably incorrect owing 
to debris being mistaken for a periscope, or the wash of a surface 
vessel being mistaken in the mist for the wash of a submarine. 

The Vice-Admiral Commanding Second Battle Squadron in his 
report, at about 7.00 p.m., states :— 

There is some evidence that submarines were close; DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH three times made the signal of their presence and my 
Flag Lieut.-Commander is certain that he saw two periscopes of one 
vessel. On the other hand, it was obvious to me that a good deal of 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH’s fire was directed not at a submarine but 
at the wake of the vessels ahead. 

The Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet in his 
report, at about 4.00 p.m., states :— 

It would appear at this time that we were passing through a screen 
of enemy submarines. 

The reports of submarines made at this time may be 
authentic, observing that tracks of torpedoes were definitely 
scen by more than one ship in the Battle Cruiser Fleet before 
Z 28569 D 
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4.15 p.m., and it is possible though improbable that these 
torpedoes were fired by an enemy surface vessel. The authen- 
ticity of these reports is supported by the fact that about 4} hours 


later, when the First Light Cruiser Squadron was near the Battle 


Cruisers in a position only about 12 miles from the position 
at about 4.00 p.m., three ships of the First Light Cruiser Squadron 
all report sceing a submarine break surface, and shortly after this 
two armoured cruisers report a submarine in the same locality. 
INFLEXIBLE also reports seeing one break surface at about 
this time. 

This evidence, although not conclusive, points to the possibility 


_of an enemy submarine being in the vicinity. 


ol 


PROCEEDINGS AFTER THE GENERAL FLEET 
ACTION CEASED. 


At 7.35 p.m. the Battle Fleet altered course, Jeaders together, rest in succession, 
to 179° (S. by W.), and at 7.36 p.m. the signal was made to form 
single line ahead in sequence of fleet numbers. At 7.42 p.m. 
course was altered to 212° (S.W.). 

After 7.30 p.m. our Battle Fleet was not again in action with 
the enemy’s capital ships, having entirely lost touch after’ the 
enemy turned away in a smoke screen at 7.20 p.m. The enemy 
Battle Fleet, after turning away, proceeded to the Westward until 20 
about 8 p.m. when course was altered to Southward. The 
First Squadron was leading, followed by the Third Squadron, the 
ships being in inverse order, WESTFALEN leading, the Second 
Squadron being 5 miles on the starboard bow of the First 
Squadron. 


At 7.40 p.m. our Battle Cruisers reduced speed to 18 knots. At this time, having 
drawn ahead, they were out of sight of the Battle Fleet. 
At this period the following signals were made to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief with reference to the movements of the enemy 
Battle Fleet :— 20 


7.40 p.m. From LION :— 


Enemy bears from me N.W. by W., distant 10 to 11 miles. My 
position Lat. 56° 56’ N., Long. 6° 16’ E. Course S.W. Speed 18 knots. 
(1930.) 


7.45 p.m. From SOUTHAMPTON :— 


Enemy has detached unknown number of ships, type unknown, 
which are steering N.W. at 7.15 p.m. My position Lat. 56° 50’ N., 
Long. 6° 27’ E. (1945.) 

7.45 p.m. From LION :— 

Leading enemy battleship bears N.W. by W., course about S.W. (1945.) 30 

(This signal was passed visually through MINOTAUR and 
KING GEORGE V, and was received in IRON DUKE at 
7.59 p.m.) 

The message 1945 from SOUTHAMPTON probably alludes 
to the head of the Third Squadron. 


At 7 7 50 p.m. tie Battle Cruiser Flect altered course to 246° (W. by S.), and 
at 7.59 p.m. to 223° (S.W. by W.). 


At 7.64 p.m. the following signal to the Commander-in-Chief from the Vice- 
Admiral Commanding the Battle Cruiser Fleet was received in 


IRON DUKE :— 40 
Submit van of Battleships follow Battle Cruisers. We can then cut 
° off whole of enemy’s Battle Fleet. (1950.) 


At this time the Second Battle Squadron, in the van, was just 
forming into line ahead, ahead of IRON DUKE, and was about 
5 miles astern of the Battle Cruiser Fleet, which was steering 
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245° (W. by S.), shortly afterwards hauling round to 223° (S.W. 
by W.). The Battle Fleet and Battle Cruiser Fleet were not in 


: sight of one another at this time. 
At 8.00 p.m., 


immediately the Battle Squadrons had formed into single line, in 
accordance with the signal made at 7.36 p.m., the Battle Fleet 
altered course by divisions in succession to 257° (West), and 
increased speed to 17 knots. 

At 8.07 p.m. a signal was received in KING GEORGE V to 
the Vice-Admiral Commanding Second Battle Squadron from the 
Commander-in-Chief ordering the Second Battle Squadron to 
follow our Battle Cruisers. 

The Second Battle Squadron did not immediately turn in the 
direction of the Battle Cruisers, presumably owing to the fact 
that the Battle Cruisers could not be seen; but at 8.19 p.m. 
they altered course to 242° (S. 75° W)., and at 8.30 p.m. to 
212° (S.W.), conforming to the movements of the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

At 8.44 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Second Battle 
Squadron informed the Commander-in-Chief that our Battle 
Cruisers were not in sight. 

At 8.00 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser 
Fleet ordered the First and Third Light Cruiser Squadrons to 
sweep to the Westward to locate the head of the enemy’s line 
before dark. The Third Light Cruiser Squadron, after being in 
action with some enemy cruisers, probably of the Fourth 
Scouting Group, located the enemy Battle Cruisers, and reported 
their position at 8.46 p.m. (see page , line ). Our Battle 
Cruisers, however, sighted what appeared to be two enemy battle 
cruisers and some enemy battleships before this report was 
received, and at 8.23 p.m. opened fire on them. The ships 
sighted and engaged were probably the surviving ships of the 
First and Second Scouting Groups, and the ships of the Second 
Squadron (see page , line ). 

By 8.40 p.m. the enemy had again disappeared in the smoke, 
and were not seen again by the Battle Cruisers (see page line). 


At 8.14 p.m. CASTOR, with a half flotilla, and supported by three ships of the 


Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron, proceeded to attack, and drove 
off twelve enemy destroyers (see page, line i). 


At 8.21 p.m. the Fourth and First Battle Squadrons altered course, leading ships 


together, the rest in succession, to 234° (W.8S.W.); the Battle 
Cruisers also altered course to 234° (W.S.W.) at this time. 
Subsequent alterations of course by the Battle Fleet were as 
follows :— 


8.25 p.m. Fourth and First Battle Squadrons, leading ships 
together, the rest in succession, to 257° (West). 

8.28 p.m. Fourth and First Battle Squadrons, leading ships 
together, the rest in succession, to 212° (8.W.), the Second 
Battle Squadron conforming at 8.30 p.m. 


Diagram XV. 
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9.01 p.m. Divisions, separately, altered course in succession 
to 167° (South). 
The Fifth Battle Squadron conformed generally to these 
movements. 


The Battle Cruisers were gradually hauling round to the South 
Westward during their short action, after which their course was 
216° (S. 49° W.) until after 9.00 p.m. 


At 8.30 p.m. two torpedoes are reported to have passed through the Battle Fleet, 


(A pprox.) 
Diagram 
AIV. 


one by BENBOW and one by AGINCOURT. These torpedoes 
were probably fired by the enemy destroyers which were 
repulsed by the Eleventh Flotilla and Fourth Light Cruiser 
Squadron (see page, line isd. 

At this time the 6th Division had dropped considerably astern 
of station owing to MARLBOROUGH’s damage. Although 
going revolutions for 17 knots, MARLBOROUGH’s speed 
through the water was only approximately 16 knots. 


At 8.40 p.m. all our Battle Cruisers and some of the ships of the First and Third 


Light Cruiser Squadrons felt a heavy shock as if struck by a 
mine or torpedo, or possibly sunken wreckage (see page ; 
line ). No explanation of the cause of a shock of this magni- 
tude can be given. The only evidence of any explosion at this 
time being the reported torpedoing of an enemy battleship by 
CALLIOPE at 8.38 p.m. (see page  , line +). 


At about this time the following information in regard to the 
position of the enemy was received by the Commander-in-Chief. 
At 8.38 p.m. in reply to a signal :— 


Who are you firing at? 
COMUS reported :— 
Enemy’s Battle Fleet bearing West. 


At this time COMUS was about 2 miles to the Westward 
of the Battle Fleet. 


At 8.46 p.m. FALMOUTH reported :— 


Battle cruisers unknown, bearing of enemy North. Course of enemy 
W.S.W. My position Lat. 56° 42’ N., Long. 5° 37’ E.  (20435.) 


At 8.57 p.m. SOUTHAMPTON reported :— 


Am engaging enemy destroyers. Enemy ships bearing West from 
me, number unknown. My position Lat. 56° 38’ N., Long. 6° 09’ E. 
(2055.) 


At 8.59 p.m. LION reported :— 


Enemy Battle Cruisers and pre-Dreadnought battleships bear from 
me N. 34° W., distant 10 to 11 miles, steering S.W. My position 
Lat. 56° 40’ N., Long. 5° 50’ E., course 8.W. Speed 17 knots. 
(2040.) 


At the time of origin (8.40 p.m.) of this message, the enemy 
was just going out of sight from LION (see page __, line__). 
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PROCEEDINGS DURING THE NIGHT. 


At 9.01 pm. the Battle Fleet was turned by divisions to 167° (South) (speed, 

Diagram XV. 17 knots), and at 9.05 p.m. our Battle Cruisers were 
reported to the Commander-in-Chief to be bearing W.N.W. from 
the Second Battle Squadron and to be steering 8S.W. The ships 
seen were evidently the enemy. 


At 9.17 p.m. the Battle Fleet assumed the 2nd Organisation (see ,.ze _), and 
subsequently formed divisions in line ahead, columns disposed 
abeam to port, 1 mile apart—less MARLBOROUGH’s sub- 
division and Fifth Battle Squadron. 


At 9.27 p.m. the Destroyer Flotillas received orders to take station 5 miles 
astern of the Battle Fleet. 


The Commander-in-Chief in his report states :— 


Darkness was now rapidly setting in, the mist was increasing, and 
it became necessary to decide on the future course of the action. The 
British fleet was between the enemy and his base. Each side possessed 
@ considerable number of Destroyers, it being most probable that the 
enemy was largely superior in this respect, in numbers, as it was logical 
to assume that every available Torpedoboat destroyer and Torpedoboat 


had been ordered out as soon as contact between the Fleets became » 


probable. 

I rejected at once the idea of a night action between the heavy ships 
as leading to possible disaster owing, first, to the presence of torpedo 
craft in such large numbers, and, secondly, to the impossibility of 
distinguishing between our own and enemy vessels. Further, the result 
of a night action under modern conditions must always be very largely 
a matter of pure chance. I was loth to forego the advantage of position 
which would have resulted from an Easterly or Westerly course, ancl 
I therefore decided to steer to the Southward, where I should be in a 
position to renew the engagement at daylight, and should also be favourably 
placed to intercept the enemy should he make for his base by steering for 
Heligoland or towards the Ems and thence along the North German coast. 

Further, such a course enabled me to drop my Destroyer Flotillas astern, 
thus at one and the same time providing the Battle Fleet with a screen 
against attack by torpedo craft at night, and also giving our Flotillas an 
opportunity for attacking the enemy’s heavy ships should they also be 
proceeding to the Southward with the object of regaining their bases. 

Accordingly at 9.00 p.m. the Fleet was turned by divisions to 
South (speed 17 knots), the 2nd organisation being assumed, and the 
Fleet formed in Divisions line-ahead disposed abeam to port, columns 
1 mile apart, the object of the close formation being that the divisions 
should remain clearly in sight of each other during the night, in order to 
prevent ships mistaking each other for enemy vessels. 


The Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet in his 
report states :— 


I continued on a South-Westerly course with my Cruisers spread 
until 9.24 p.m. Nothing further being sighted, I assumed that the enemy 
were to the North-Westward, and that we had established ourselves 
between him and his base. MINOTAUR was at this time bearing North, 
5 miles, and I asked her the position of the leadmg Battle Squadron 
of the Grand Fleet. Her reply was that it was not in sight, but was last 
secn bearing N.N.E. at 8.10 p.m. My position, course, and speed had 
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been made to the Cotmmmander-in-Chief at 7.30 p.m., 8.40 p.m., and 

9.00 p.m., the latter signal giving the bearing of the enemy as N. by W., 

steering S.W. by S., which as near as we could judge was correct. At 

9.16 p.m. I received a signal from the Commander-in-Chief that the course 
‘of the Fleet was South. 

In view of the gathering darkness and for other reasons, viz.: (@) Our 
distance from the Battle Fleet. (6) The damaged condition of the Battle 
Cruisers. (c) The enemy being concentrated. (d) The enemy being 
accompanied by numerous destroyers. (e) Our strategical position being 
such that it appeared certain that we should locate the enemy at daylight 70 
under most favourable circumstances. I did not consider it proper or 

desirable to close the enemy Battle Fleet. during the dark hours. I therefore 


+6504 . ; - ° ° . 
concluded that I should be carrying out the Commander-in-Chief’s wishes 


by turning to the course of the Fleet, reporting to the Commander-in-Chief 
that I had done so. 


My duty in this situation was to ensure that the enemy Fleet could 
not. regain its base by passing round the Southern flank of our forces. 
I therefore turned to the South at 9.24 p.m. at 17 knots and con- 
tinued on this course until 2.30 a.m. with the First and Third Light 
Cruiser Squadrons spread to the Southward and Westward. My intention 20 
was to ask permission to sweep to the South-West at daylight, but, on 
receiving a signal that the Commander-in-Chief was turning to the North 
and ordering me to conform and close, I proceeded accordingly, and 
rejoined Commander-in-Chief at 5.20 a.m. 


The enemy Battle Fleet, which had altered course to the 
Southward at about 8.00 p.m., hauled over to the Westward at 
about 8.30 p.m. when attacked by Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron, 
resuming their Southerly course at about 8.50 p.m. This general 
direction was maintained until about 10.40 p.m., except on two 
occasions—once at 9.05 p.m., and again at 9.19 p.m.—when, 3 
apparently owing to sighting our ships, they hauled to the | 
Westward for a few minutes. 

At 10.40 p.m. they steered for a position about 9 miles 
S.W. of Horns oo Light Vessel at a speed of approximately 
16 knots. 

From this aesitien, which was reached at about 3.20 a.m., 
the enemy continued on a South Easterly course until the 
8th meridian of East longitude was crossed, when course was 
altered to pass inside Amrum Banks, and thence to bases. 

The Battle Squadrons apparently proceeded in the following 4g 
order :—Ficst Squadron, Fleet Flagship, Third Squadron, Second 
Squadron. The ships of the First and Third Squadrons being in 
inverse order, WESTFALEN leading the line. 


At 9.30 p.m. the Battle Cruisers altered course in succession to 167° (South). 


At 9.40 p.m. CASTOR with Eleventh Flotilla was in action for a few minutes 
with the Second Scouting Group (see page —, line __). 


At 10.00 p.m. IRON DUKE’s position was Lat. 56° 22’ N., Long. 5° 54’ E. 
Course 167° (South). Speed 17 knots. 
The Battle Fleet was in divisions in line ahead, disposed abeam 
to port (Organisation No. 2), columns 1 mile apart, the First 50 
and Fifth Battle Squadrons being astern of station. 
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The Battle Cruisers bore 243° (S. 75° W.) 13 miles from 
TRON DUKE. 
The Second Light Cruiser Squadron was astern of the Fifth 


of the Battle Cruiser Fleet, distant 4 miles. | 

The First Light Cruiser Squadron (less GALATEA) was 
astern of the Third Light Cruiser Squadron. 

The Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron (and GALATEA) was 
ahead of the Battle Fleet. 

The Destrover Flotillas were 5 miles astern of the Battle Fleet 
in the order, West to East, Eleventh, Fourth, Thirteenth, Ninth 
with Tenth, and Twelfth. 

At 10.03 p.m. the Fifth Battle Squadron, having drawn a 
long way ahead of MARLBOROUGH, was turned in succession 
16 points to starboard to regain station on her. Course was 
resumed at 10.12 p.m. by turning 16 points to port. 


At 10.05 p.m. ABDIEL received orders from the Commander-in-Chief to lay 
mines in accordance with instructions previously issued. 

ABDIEI proceeded to a position 15 miles 215° (S. 46° W.) 
from VYL Light Vessel, and from that position 1an a line of 
eighty mines—ten to the mile—sct for a depth of 15 feet at 
low water. The first forty were laid on a course 160° (S. 9° E.) 
and the remainder on a course 203° (S. 34° W.), zig-zagging on 
each course. 

Mine Jaying was completed at 2.04 a.m. The visibility was 
very low owing to drizzling rain, it is therefore probable that 
ABDIEL’s movements were unobserved by the enemy. 

After laving mines, ABDIEL proceeded to Queensferry. 

OSTFRIESLAND is reported to have been badly damaged 
by striking a mine ahout 5.00 a.m., Ist June, in Lat. 55° 11’ N,, 
Long. 7° 46’ E., the existence of which was not pieviously | 
known to the enemy. | 

If this position, and also the position given by ABDIEL 
are correct, it would appear that the enemy Battle Fleet passed to 
the Northward of the minefield laid by ABDIEL on this oceca- | 
sion, and struck a mine in the minefield laid by her on 4th May. 
OSTFRIESLAND was apparently the eighth ship in the line at 
this time. | 

HELGOLAND is also reported to have struck a mine, but #¢ 
no time is given. 


Battle Squadron. 
The Third Light Cruiser Squadron was on the starboard bow 
} 
dU 


At 10.20 p.m. the Second Light-Cruiser Squadron was engaged at short range 
by five enemy ships. The action lasted about fifteen minutes, 
and FRAUENLOB was sunk (see page, line __). 


At 10.41 p.m. the Admiralty informed the Commander-in-Chief that the 
enemy was believed to be returning to its base. 


At 10.45 p.m. CASTOR with Eleventh Flotilla was again in action with the 
Second Scouting Group (see page — , line). 
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At 11.00 p.m. TIPPERARY with Fourth Flotilla was in action with the 
(A pprox.) enemy’s Second and Fourth Scouting Groups. ELBING was 
torpedoed, and TIPPERARY put out of action; SPITFIRE, 
after ramming NASSAU, rcturned to the Tyne. 
The remainder of the Flotilla, after turning away and standing 
to the Eastward for a couple of miles, resumed their course 
(South), and fell in with the head of the enemy’s Battle Fleet, 
Fourth Scouting Group, and ROSTOCK at 11.25 p.m. ROSTOCK 
was torpedoed; BROKE was damaged, and rammed SPARROW- 
HAWK, disabling her. The remainder of the Flotilla, after again 
turning away and standing to the Eastward for a couple of miles, 
resumed their course (South), and once more fell in with the head 
of the enemy’s Battle Fleet and the Fourth Scouting Group, and 
was scattered, FORTUNE being sunk. It is possible that three 
ships of the WESTFALEN class: WESTFALEN, NASSAU, 
and RHEINLAND were torpedoed during these encounters (see 
page , line). 7 


At 11.50 p.m. the rear boats of the Twelfth Flotilla, who had been pressed to the 
Eastward by CHAMPION, were in touch with the Second 
Scouting Group steering to the Eastward. 


At 0.10 a.m. BLACK PRINCE, attempting to take station on a battle squadron, 
Ist June. closed the rear of the enemy First Squadron, and was sunk at 
- point blank range in Lat. 56° 02’ N., Long. 6° 06’ E. 


At 0.25 a.m. the head of the enemy Battle Fleet cut through the tail of stragglers 
of the Thirteenth and Fourth Flctillas, which had attached 
themselves to the Ninth and Tenth Flotilla, sinking TURBU- 
LENT, the last of the line (see page _, line __ i). 


At 1.48 a.m. the Admiralty informed the Commander-in-Chief that enemy 
submarines were apparently coming out from German ports, 
and that a damaged enemy ship, probably LUTZOW, was in 
Lat. 56° 26’ N., Long. 5° 41’ E., at midnight. 


At 1.55 a.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding First Battle Squadron reported to 
the Commander-in-Chief that his squadron was obliged to ease 
to 12 knots. At 2.00 am. MARLBOROUGH hauled out 
to starboard; REVENGE, with HERCULES and AGIN- 
COURT, continued on her course until 2.53 a.m., when they 
altered course to 348° (North). At 2.21 a.m. FEARLESS was 
ordered to go alongside MARLBOROUGH to embark the 
Vice-Admiral and staff. After embarkation was completed, 
FEARLESS proceeded to the Southward to meet REVENGE. 


At 2.00 am. SPARROWHAWK, while lying disabled, saw TIPPERARY heel 
over and sink (see page, line). 


At 2.10 a.m. the Twelfth Flotilla was in action with enemy battleships of the 
Second Squadron steering to the South Eastward, several 
torpedoes were fired, and POMMERN was sunk. It is probable 
that one other enemy battleship was also hit by a torpedo. 
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the Commander-in-Chief, but unfortunately the signal was not 
received (see page —, line _ ). 


At 2.35 a.m. MORESBY, in company with CHAMPION, sighted the remainder 
of this squadron, and fired a torpedo, which appears to have 
struck and sunk “ Y, 4.” 

Submarines “ FE. 55,” “ E. 26,” and “‘ D. 1” had Jeft Harwich 
at 7.00 p.m., 30th Mav, to spread on a line of bearing 8 miles 
apart, 270° (N 79° W.) from VYL Light Vessel; ‘“‘ EB. 55” 
being 4 miles from it. “E.55”’ sighted Horns Reef at !' 
0.05 a.m., Ist June, “ E. 26” sighted Horns Reef at 11.35 p.m., 
3lst Mav, and went to the: bottom on her station between 
2.00 a.m. and 3.00 a.m., Ist June. 

“—P.1” arrived on her station, and dived at 4.30 a.m., 
Ist June. 

- Betweon 2.15 a.m. and 5.30 a.m. eleven explosions of varying 
intensitv were heard by submarine “ E. 55.” 

During the dark hours, the enemy were occasionally seen by 

our battleships and the attached cruisers. 


At 10.30 p.m. THUNDERER and BOADICEA sighted an ; 


~ FAULKNOR reported the position of the enemy Battle Fleet to 


enemy cruiser, which challenged three times. Fife was not 
opened as it was considered inadvisable to show up the position 
of our Battle Flect. 

At about 11.30 p.m. VALIANT and MALAYA sighted the 
enemy's Cruisers, which were at this time engaging the Fourth 
Flotilla. 

At about midnight MARLBOROUGH sighted what appeared 
to be a large enemy ship crossing her bows. This ship was also 
sighted by REVENGE and chailenged by her, an incorrect reply 
being received. The ship rapidly disappeared astern. 3f 

(Gunfire was heard on the starboard quarter and astern of the 
Battle Fleet at intervals during the night, and on a few occasions | 
a heavy explosion is reported as having been seen. The times 
given in the reports vary considerably, but coincide approxi- | 
mately with the times at which our destroyers and light cruisers 
were in action. 
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The Commander-in-Chief in his report states :— 


The weather was very misty at daylight, visibility being only 3 
to 4 miles, and I deemed it) advisable to disregard the danger from 
submarines due to a long line of ships, and to form line of battle at once, 
in case of meeting the enemy Battle Fleet before I had been able to get 
into touch with my Cruisers and Destroyers. 

The Battle Fleet accordingly altered course to North at 2.47 a.m. and 
formed line of battle. The Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron was in company, 
but the 6th Division comprising the REVENGE, HERCULES, and 19 
AGINCOURT had lost touch owing to MARLBOROUGH’s reduction 
In speed, and was broad on the Eastern flank during the day. 


At 2.39 am. KING GEORGE V altered course to starboard to 348° (North), 
and the Battle Fleet (less MARLBOROUGH, REVENGE, HER- 
CULES and AGINCOURT) formed single line ahead in 5th 
Organisation. 

The Battle Cruisers altered course to 348° (North) at 2.43 a.m. 
to conform to the movements of the Commander-in-Chief. At 
this time the Battle Cruisers and Battle Fleet were not in sight of 
one another. 20 

The Fifth Battle Squadron altered course to 348° (North) at 
2.44 a.m., and took station ahead of the Second Battle Squadron. 

At this time CHESTER parted company with the Second 
Cruiser Squadron and proceeded to the Humber (see page j 
line). 

The Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron took station ahead of the 
Second Battle Squadron. 


At 3.02 am. REVENGE hauled out of line; FEARLESS proceeded alongside 
REVENGE, and transferred the Vice-Admiral and his staff to 
her. The Commander-in-Chief ordered MARLBOROUGH to 30 
proceed to either the Tyne or Rosyth, but, owing to the weather, 
she proceeded to the Humber (see page , line 

The Vice-Admiral in REVENGE, with HERCULES and 

AGINCOURT in company, proceeded at 21 knots to rejoin 
the Commander-in-Chief. 


At 3.15 a.m. a Zeppelin was sighted from the Battle Cruisers, and about half-an- 
hour later it was sighted to the South Eastward of the Battle Fleet, 
heading North. 

This Zeppelin (L. 11) reported the presence of our Battle Fleet, 
but indicated that they were some 30 miles to the South 40 
Westward of the position in which they actually were. 

At 3.55 a.m. the Commander-in-Chief made a general signal 
to engage the enemy airship; many battleships opened fire with 
anti-aircraft guns, some also firing turret guns. 

Ranges of 16,000 yards and 19,000 yards are reported to have 
been obtained from COLOSSUS and 1RON DUKE respectively, 
but it is improbable these ranges were correct, unless the mist 
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was very low lving, as the visibility on the surface at this time is 
reported to be from 2 to 4 miles only. 

No hits appear to have been obtained, and the Zeppelin altered 
course to the Kastward, and disappeared in the mist. 


At 3.20 a.m. the Commander-in-Chief received information from the Admiralty 
that five light cruisers and thirteen destroyers from Harwich 
had been ordered to join his Flag to replace vessels requiring fuel. 

At 7.00 a.m. the Commander-in-Chief ordered the Commodore 
Commanding the Harwich Force to detach four of his destroyers 
to screen MARLBOROUGH. The remainder of the Harwich 
force did not join up with the Battle Fleet, as at about 4.00 p.m. 
the Commander-in-Chief informed the Admiralty that they were 
not required. 


At 3.30 a.m. CHAMPION sighted, and opened fire on, four enemy destrovers 
steering in an opposite direction. Two torpedoes were fired at 
CHAMPION, which narrowly missed her. The enemy destrovers 
disappeared in the mist (see page, line _). 


At 3.29 a.m. the following message was sent from the Admiralty to the 
Commander-in-Chief :— 


At 2.30 a.m. German Main Fleet in Lat. 55° 33’ N., Long. : 


6° 50’ FE. Course 8.E. by 8S. Speed 16 knots. (0329.) 


The accuracy of this information has since been confirmed. 


At 3.40 a.m. FAULKNOR and part of the Twelfth Flotilla took station on the 
Diagram First Battle Squadron. 
A VIII, 


At 3.42 a.m. the Battle Fleet altered course, by divisions separately, in succession 
to 258° (West), and reduced speed to 15 knots; and at 
3.52 a.m. the Battle Fleet altered course, leading ships together, 
the rest in succession, to 348° (North), and increased to 
17 knots. 


At 4.07 a.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet ordered his 
Light Cruisers to spread well to the Westward to endeavour to 
Jocate the enemy. 

The Battle Cruiser Fleet was at this time steering 325° 
(N.N.W.) at 20 knots, having previously altered course occa- 
sionally a few points either way to regain visual touch with the 
Battle Flect. 

The Battle Cruiser Fleet was sighted fom KING GEORGE V 
at 4.35 a.m., and at 4.46 a.m. they altered course 8 points 
to starboard to close the Battle Fleet, passing through the lines 
of the Battle Fleet at about 5.00 a.m. 


At 4.10 a.m. DUBLIN sighted some enemy vessels steering a Southerly course 
(A pprox.) at high speed. One of these appeared to be a light cruiser; they 
disappeared in a few seconds in the fog (see page, line i+). 


fi 
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At 4.13 a.m. the Battle Fleet formed divisions in line ahead, columns disposed 
abeam to starboard, the Fifth Battle Squadron 3 miles ahead, 
keeping within visual touch. 


At 4.30 a.m. the Second Light Cruiser Squadron, less DUBLIN, rejoined the 
Battle Fleet. 


At 4.40 a.m. the following message was sent from the Commander-in-Chief to 
the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet :— 


Enemy fleet has returned to harbour. Try to locate LUTZOW. 
(0440.) 


The leading ships of divisions were also ordered to look out 
for LUTZOW 


At 5.03 a.m. the Fifth Battle Squadron took station 10 cables on the starboard 
beam of COLOSSUS. 
Several ships report sighting floating mines at about this 
time. 
At 5.25 a.m. the following signals passed between the Commander-in-Chief and 
(A pproz.) the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet :— 


From Commander-in-Chief :— 


Where are you going? Reference position 4.45 a.m., Lat, 55° 9’ N., 
Long. 6° 02’ E., course North, speed 17 knots. (0520.) 


Reply from Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet :— 


I have closed you in accordance with your orders. Am I to locate 
cruiser reported by DUBLIN, probably one of two in sinking condition 
last night? (0525.) 


(This refers to message 0430 from DUBLIN, see Appendix 
VIII.) 


Reply from Commander-in-Chief :— 


Yes, I will take a cast to Southward and Eastward and then come 
North again, as I think LUTZOW must be to Eastward. (0535.) 


The Battle Cruiser Fleet then increased speed to 20 knots 
and altered course to 123° (S.E.), subsequently carrying out a 
sweep to the South Eastward and Southward until 7.25 a.m., 
at which time, nothing having been sighted, a sweep was carried 
out to the North Eastward until 8.00 a.m., when course was 
altered to close the Battle Fleet, which was again sighted at 
9.45 a.m. 


At 5.55 a.m. the following message was sent from the Commander-in-Chief to 
the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet :— 


What do you know of INDOMITABLE’s and INFLEXIBLE’s 
movements ? 

The Vice-Admiral replied :— 

They are with me. 

A further message was sent by the Commander-in-Chief at 


11.05 a.m. asking when QUEEN MARY and INDEFATIGABLE 
sank, 
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At 11.30 a.m. the Commander-in-Chief made the follow- ! 


ing signal to the Rear-Admiral Commanding Second Cruiser 
Squadron :— 

Do you know anything of DUKE OF EDINBURGH and BLACK 
PRINCE? 

Reply was as follows :— 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH is with me. I know nothing of BLACK 
PRINCE. 


The above messages indicate that the Commander-in-Chief 


was not certain of the actual losses sustained by *the Battle-: 


Cruiser Fleet and Cruiser Squadrons during their action the 
previous afternoon. 


At 6.03 a.m. the Battle Fleet altered course, leading ships together, the rest in 
succession, to 123° (S.E.), at 6.43 a.m. to 134° (S.E. by 8S.), and 
at 7.16 a.m. to 348° (North). 


At 6.30 a.m. REVENGE passed wreckage from BLACK PRINCE. The 
wreckage included a Carley raft and a life- buoy with the name 
of the ship on it. 


Between this time and about 9.30 a.m. several reports are 


made of having sighted wreckage and floating bodies. 


At 8.30 a.m. IRON DUKE passed wreckage from ARDENT. 


This wreckage was identified by OAK, who was ordered to 
inspect it. 

At about 8.45 a.m. several ships of the First Battle Squadron 
sighted wreckage and bodies. 

At about 9.07 a.m. REVENGE passed a Dutch steamer 
engaged in rescuing men from two rafts. OBEDIENT was 
sent to investigate, and found that the men were survivors from 
an enemy ship, probably a light cruiser, judging from the size 
of the rafts. ‘These were probably survivors from FRAUENLOB. 


At 7.15 a.m. the Second Battle Squadron passed what appeared to be a line of 
(A ppro..) floating mines. Mines were also sighted at this time by the 
Fourth Battle Squadron. 


At 7.45 a.m. REVENGE, HERCULES, and AGINCOURT were sighted bearing 
North from the Fifth Battle Squadron. 


At 8.35 am. REVENGE passed SPARROWHAWK, abandoned, in Lat. 
56° 16’ N., Long. 6° 064’ E.; MARKSMAN was standing 
by, having endeavoured without success to tow her, stern first. 
On receiving a report to this etfect, the Vice-Admiral Com- 
manding First Battle Squadron ordered MARKSMAN to sink 
SPARROWHAWK. ‘This was done. 


At 8.52 a.m. the Battle Fleet altered course, leading ships together, the rest in 
succession, to 190° (S.S.W.), and subsequently the alterations of 
course were as follows :— 

9.35 a.m. Together to 235° (W.S.W.). 
9.46 am. Together to 190° (S.S.W.). 


AFTER DAYLIGHT IST JUNE. 63 


10.00 a.m. Leading ships together, rest in succession, to 
336° (N. by W.). 
11.08 a.m. Leading ships together, rest in succession, to 


302° (N.W.). 


At 11.05 a.m. the Second Cruiser Squadron was ordered to form single line abreast 
to port, ships 2 miles apart, and to take station 6 miles ahead 


of IRON DUKE. 


At Noon IRON DUKE’s position was Lat. 56° 20’ N., Long. 5° 26’ E. 
The Battle Fleet, having swept out the area South of the scene of 
the action, proceeded to Scapa Flow, arriving there on the fore- 
noon of 2nd June with the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron, 
Eleventh and Twelfth Flotillas in company. 

The Battle Cruiser Fleet and VALIANT proceeded to 
Rosyth, arriving on the morning of 2nd June. 


At 9.45 p.m. the Commander-in-Chief sent the following telegram to the 
2nd June. Admiralty :— 


Battle Fleet at four hours’ notice and ready for action. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BATTLE CRUISER FLEET 
AFTER JUNCTION WITH THE BATTLE FLEET. 


——— en 


At 6.15 p.m. DEFENCE and WARRIOR crossed the bows of LION from 
31st May. port to starboard, which necessitated her hauling to port to 
Diagram X. clear them. 


At 6.27 p.m. the First and Second Battle Cruiser Squadrons altered course to 
83° (KH. 3.8.), and at 6.32 p.m. to 121° (S.E.) to support the 
Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, which at this time was under 
heavy fire from the enemy, being about 11,000 yards from the 
leading enemy ship. They were pouring a hot fire into the enemy, 
who at 6.33 p.m. altered course 12 points away. 


At 6.32 p.m. INVINCIBLE was seen from INDOMITABLE to be hit in the 
after part, and immediately afterwards to be hit again by either a 
salvo or a single shot, near “Q” turret; she immediately blew 
up and sank in Lat. 57° 3)’ N., Long. 6° 7?’ E. 


The report from the Captain of INDOMITABLE states : 


Wreckage, &c. was thrown about 400 feet in the air. She 
appears to have broken in half immediately, for, when the smoke cleared 
away and we had got to the position, the bows were standing upright. 
about seventy feet out of the water and 50 yards away the stern was 
standing out of the water to a similar height, while in the circle round 
was wreckage and some few survivors. The visibility, which I have said 
before was sometimes up to 14,000 yards, was now generally much less 
than that. The position of affairs, when I took charge of the Third 
Battle Cruiser Squadron, on the lamentable death of Rear-Admiral Hood, 
appeared to me to be as follows :—We were steering 153°. The enemy’s 
battle cruisers were disappearing out of sight, but were still firing on the 
INDOMITABLE and INFLEXIBLE. The First and Second Battle 
Cruiser Squadrons were coming up astern of INDOMITABLE; INFLEX- 
IBLE being about 3 cables ahead of the latter. When INVINCIBLE 
blew up, INFLEXIBLE turned sharply to port, and I did the same, and 
eased the speed as I wanted to continue the action in the same direction 
as previously, and wished, if INFLEALBLE turned 8 or more points 
to port, to turn possibly under her stern, or at all events, to get the Third 
Battle Cruiser Squadron to resume their original course, and then to 
alter it further to starboard in order to continue the action. However, 
INFLEXIBLE quickly turned to starboard and continued to turn towards 
the enemy. By being compelled to ease my speed I had dropped astern 
of INFLEXIBLE. 1 made no signal to her as she was turning as I 
desired. 


At 6.36 p.m. the enemy developed a heavy smoke screen and fire was opened 
from TIGER with 6-in. guns against destroyers which were 
believed to be preparing to attack our Battle Fleet. The attack 
was not pressed home. At about this time three torpedoes were 
seen to pass close astern of TIGER, course being altered to 
avoid one of them; one torpedo was also seen to pass under the 
midship section of PRINCESS ROYAL. LION continued to 
engage the enemy at intervals when not screened by mist or 
smoke. 
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the Battle Cruiser Fleet, having been led by INFLEXIBLE 
since the loss of INVINCIBLE, were steering 145° (S.8.E.). 

6.53 p.m. speed was reduced to 18 knots to keep station on the 
Battle Fleet, and a turn was made to starboard. Owing to a 


gyro. compass failure in LION, the exact track of the Battle — 


Cruisers at about this time is uncertain, the evidence contained in 
Admiralty records being conflicting. 

The Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, having been ordered to 
prolong the line astern, turned into station at 7.05 p.m. The 
enemy was not now in sight. At 6.52 p.m. a submarine was 
reported on the starboard bow of NEW ZEALAND, and at 
6.54 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet 
informed the Commander-in-Chief of the presence of a sub- 
marine. The Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet in 
his report states— 


The visibility at this time was very indifferent, not more than 4 miles, 
and the enemy ships were temporarily lost sight of. I1t is interesting to 
note that after 6.00 p.m., although the visibility became reduced, it was 
undoubtedly more favourable to us than to the enemy. At intervals 
their ships showed up clearly, enabling us to punish them very severely, 
and establish a definite superiority over them. The damage received 
by our ships during this period, excepting the destruction of the 
INVINCIBLE, was slight. From the reports of other ships and my own 
observation, it was clear that the enemy suffered severely, Battle Cruisers 
and Battleships alike. The head of their line was crumpled up, leaving 
Battleships as targets for the majority of the Battle Cruisers. 


At 7.08 p.m. the Battle Cruisers altered course to 168° (South), and subsequently 


hauled round gradually to the South Westward to regain touch 
with the enemy. 


At 7.14 p.m. enemy ships were again sighted by the Battle Cruisers; speed 


was increased to 22 knots immediately and to 25 knots at 

7.22 p.m. The enemy ships sighted were believed to be two 
battle cruisers and two battleships, apparently of the KONIG 
class. It is more probable that four battle cruisers were 
sighted. The visibility having considerably improved, fire 
was re-opened by LION, TIGER, and NEW ZEALAND; 
range, 15,000 yards. The leading enemy ship was seen to be on 
fire after having been hit by LION, and the third ship, which 
was being engaged by TIGER, was seen to drop astern. The 
action could not be continued for more than a few minutes as 
the enemy’s destroyers at the head of the line put up a very 
efficient smoke screen, under cover of which the enemy Fleet 
turned away, and were temporarily lost sight of. 


At 7.40 P. m. the Battle Cruiser Fleet reduced to 18 knots, and course was 


altered at 7.50 p.m. to 246° (W. by S.), and at 7.59 p.m. to 223° 
(S.W. by W.). 


At 7.45 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet informed the 


Commander-in-Chief by signal through MINOTAUR and KING 
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GEORGE V that the leading enemy battleship bore N.W. by W,, 
and at 7.50 p.m. he made the following signal to the Commander. 
in-Chief :— | 

Urgent. Submit van of battleships follow battle cruisers and we 
ean then cut off whole of enemy's battle fleet. 


At 8.00 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding the Battle Cruiser Fleet ordered 


Diagram 


XLV. 


the First and Third Light-Cruiser Squadrons to sweep to the 
Westward to locate the head of the enemy’s line before dark. 


At 8.17 p.m. the Battle Cruisers were also turned to the 


Westward in support. At this time the Battle Cruisers were out 
of sight of the Battle Fleet. 

FALMOUTH had very quickly got into touch with the 
enemy again, and at 8.15 p.m. sighted five cruisers, probably the 
Fourth Scouting Group, bearing W. by N. 

Fire was opened at a range of 9,600 yards, closing to 6,000 
yards; the enemy replied, but their fire was erratic, and at 
8.32 p.m. they turned away 8 points. 

The Battle Cruisers sighted what appeared to be two battle 
cruisers and some battleships almost directly after the turn, 
and at 8.23 p.m. fire was opened on the enemy. 

LION opened on the leading ship with rapid salvoes, and the 
shooting appeared to be very effective. By 8.27 p.m. the enemy, 
which was thought to be either LUTZOW or KONIG class, 
appeared to be on fire, and shortly after turned away, emitting 
high flames. 

PRINCESS ROYAL opened fire on what appeared to be 
a three-funnelled battleship, which had three bands round the 
after funnel, and hitting was soon established. TIGER also 
reports that she was engaged with what appeared to be a three- 
funnelled battleship and that hitting was quickly established. 

NEW ZEALAND and INDOMITABLE both engaged the 
third ship of the line at a range of 13,000 yards. This ship was 
thought to be SEYDLITZ. The enemy quickly replied and 
straddled INDOMITABLE frequently, but did not hit her. 
By 8.31 p.m. the enemy ship appeared to be severely damaged 
and heeling over; her fire lessened, and she turned out of the line. 

By 8.40 p.m. the enemy had again disappeared in the mist 
and smoke, and were not again seen. The enemy ships engaged 
at this time are believed to have been the surviving ships of the 
First and Second Scouting Groups, and the ships of the Second 
Squadron. 

Torpedoes were fired in this phase of the action, PRINCESS 
ROYAL firing one about 8.30 p.m., and about the same time 
INFLEXIBLE saw one pass across her bows. 


At 8.40 p.m. all our battle cruisers felt a heavy shock, as if struck by a mine 


or torpedo or, possibly, sunken wreckage. 

There is no satisfactory explanation, and although it was 
hoped that it indicated the blowing up of one of the German 
ships which had just been so severely damaged, yet the evidence 
collected later goes to show that there was no German ship 
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lost at this time. The only evidence of any explosion at this 
time being the reported torpedoing of an enemy battleship by 
CALLIOPE at 8.38 p.m. 

It also appears evident that the shock was not caused by the 
striking of sunken wreckage, as no marks were found on the 
bottoms of the different ships, and also they all appeared to feel 
the shock at the same time. The shock appears to have been 
felt more severely at the rear end of the line, and it is interesting 
to note that NEW ZEALAND reports a burst of air in the water 
about 50 yards on the starboard beam, whilst INFLEXIBLE 
reports a large swirl of oil about 100 yards on the starboard 
beam. 

Some of the ships of the First Light Cruiser Squadron, who 
were on the port bow of the Battle Cruisers, also felt a shock 
about this time, and report that what appeared to be a 
submarine was seen to come to the surface. 


At 8.40 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Fleet informed the 
Commander-in-Chief that the enemy Battle Cruisers and _ pre- 
Dreadnought battleships bore 313° (N. 34° W.), distant 10 to 
11 miles from LION. 

At 8.55 p.m. MINOTAUR, who was then about North 5 miles from 
LION, reported, in reply to a signal, that our Battle Fleet was 
not in sight. 

The position, course, and speed of the Battle Cruiser Fleet 
was reported at intervals to the Commander-in-Chief, and at 
9.04 p.m. the Commander-in-Chief informed all Senior Officers of 
Squadrons that the course of the Battle Fleet was South. 


At 9.30 p.m. the Battle Cruisers altered course in succession to 167° (South). 
Diagram XV. 


At 9.41 p.m. the First Light Cruiser Squadron (less GALATEA) was stationed 
astern of the Third Light Cruiser Squadron, 246° (W. by S.), 
4 miles from LION, and remained in this position during the 


night. 
At 2.43 a.m. course was altered to 348° (North) to conform to the movements of 
Ist June. the Battle Fleet and to close the Commander-in-Chief as ordered 
by signal. 


At this time the Battle Fleet was not in sight and its relative 
position was uncertain. 
At 3.05 a.m. speed was increased to 20 knots. 


At 3.15 a.m. a Zeppelin (L.11) was sighted from FALMOUTH and shortly 
afterwards from the Battle Cruisers. 


At 3.50 a.m. the following message was sent from the Vice-Admiral Commanding 
Diagram Battle Cruiser Fleet to the Commander-in-Chief :— 


XVIII. When last seen enemy was to the West, steering S.W., and proceeding 
slowly. Zeppelin has passed astern of me. (Jambed here by Zeppelin-) 
Submit I may sweep S8.W. to locate enemy. (0350.) 
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No reply to this message can be traced as having been sent. 


At 4.07 a.m. the Light Cruisers were ordered to spread well to the Westward to 
endeavour to locate the enemy. 

The Battle Cruiser Fleet was at this time steering 323° 
(N.N.W.) at 20 knots, having previously altered cours 
occasionally a few points cither way to regain visual touch with 
the Battle Fleet. 

At 4.46 a.m. course was altered to 78° (East), to close the Battle 
Fleet. The Battle Cruisers passed through the lines of the Battle 
Fleet, passing down between the 2nd and 3rd Divisions, and 
turned up astern of the Battle Fleet at 5.10 a.m. 

I 


At 5.40 a.m. the Battle Cruiser Fleet altered course to 123° (S.E.) for the 
purpose of carrying out a sweep to the South Eastward and 
Southward. At 6.16 a.m. course was altered to 168° (South). 
At 6.55 a.m. the following message was sent to the Commander-in-Chief :— 


If nothing is sighted by 7.30 a.m. propose altering and sweep N.E. 
(0655.) 


Approval of this proposal was received at 7.21 a.m. | 


At 7.32 a.m. course was altered to 10° (N.N.E), and at 8.00 a.m. to 348° (North). | 


At 8.40 a.m. the Battle Cruisers formed divisions in line ahead, columns dis- 
posed abeam to port. Columns 2 miles apart. Ist Division: | 
LION, PRINCESS ROYAL, TIGER. 2nd Division: NEW 
ZEALAND, INDOMITABLE, INFLEXIBLE. 


At 9.45 a.m. course was altered, leading ships together, the rest in succession 
to 235° (W.S.W.), subsequent alterations being as follows :— 
At 9.53 a.m. leading ships together, the rest in succession, to 
190° (S.S.W.), and speed reduced to 15 knots. 


At 10.07 a.m. leading ships together, rest in succession, to , 
337° (N. by W.). | 


At 11.04 a.m. in succession to 10° (N.N.E.), speed increased 
to 18 knots. 


At 11.40 a.m. a wreck consisting of the bow of a British destroyer was passed. 
This was the wreck of SPARROWHAWK. 


At Noon LION was in Lat. 56° 21}’ N., Long. 6° 08’ E. The Battle 
| Cruisers, with VALIANT in company, proceeded to Rosyth, 
arriving on the morning of 2nd June. 
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At 5.20 p.m. SHANNON passed Barque CANDACE under Norwegian colours, 
3lst May. about 5 cables on the starboard beam. 
Diagram VIII, — 

At 5.25 p.m. SHANNON opened fire on what was believed to be a 
periscope on her starboard quarter and at 5.27 p.m. at another 
on her port quarter. 

These periscopes were very definitely reported, and although 
no direct hits were claimed many shells appeared to burst in 
their immediate vicinity, and they all appearcd to drop astern 10 
or dive. 

Jt was thought at the time that submarines were waiting in 
the vicinity of the barque CANDACE in case she was boarded. 

At 5.35 p.m. HAMPSHIRE opened fire at a periscope, and 
endeavoured to ram the supposed submarine. 

At 5.55 p.m. SHANNON again opened fire at a reported 
submarine. 

At 6.05 p.m. HAMPSHIRE again opened fire on a periscope, 
which, when clearly seen, was believed to be a dummy. 

It is improbable that any enemy submarine was in the 20 
vicinity (see page, line). 


At 5.40 p.m. MINOTAUR heard and reported heavy firing ahead, and ships 
were seen in the mist. The Second Cruiser Squadron was at 
once recalled and formed into line. The strange vessels on being 
challenged proved to be the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron. 


At 5.40 p.m. DUKE OF EDINBURGH altered course to port to close 
DEFENCE, and about this time BLACK PRINCE was seen to 
alter course about 12 points to port and was not again seen. 

A W/T message reporting a submarine was, however, received 
from her at 8.50 p.m. 30 
An armoured cruiser, evidently BLACK PRINCE, was also 

seen by NARBOROUGH on the starboard quarter of the 
Thirteenth Flotilla during the first watch. She was sunk by 
gunfire at point blank range by the First Squadron of the enemy 
at 0.10 a.m., 1st June, in Lat. 56° 02’ N., Long. 6° 06’ E. 


At 5.47 p.m. DEFENCE and WARRIOR sighted three, possibly four, enemy 
light cruisers, 4 points on the starboard bow. This was 
probably the Second Scouting Group. 

Couise was altered 3 points to port (enemy then bore 
Green 80°), speed 20 knots, and fire was opened on the 4o 
second or third ship—a thrce-funnelled light cruiser which was 
closer than the others. This ship was seen to be on fire aft. 

At 6.00 p.m. DEFENCE and WARRIOR altered course to 
starboard, and at 6.15 p.m. crossed the bows of our Battle 
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Cruisers and opened fire with the port guns on the same light 
cruiser (WIESBADEN), quickly bringing her to a standstill. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH was at this time also firing on 
WIESBADEN and, being unable to follow DEFENCE and 
WARRIOR across the bows of the Battle Cruiser Fleet, altered 
course to port and took station on the engaged bow of the Battle 
Fleet. 

During this time DEFENCE and WARRIOR continued to 
engage WIESBADEN, and, when passing between our own and 
the enemy Battle Cruisers, found themselves within comparatively 
close range of the enemy’s heavy ships and were subjected to 4 
very hot fire from them; consequentlv, at 6.16 p.m. they altered 
course to starboard, but at 6.19 p.m., before they could draw 
clear, DEFENCE, who was being very heavily hit, blew up and 
sank in Lat. 57° 23’ N., Long. 5° 53’ E. 

At 6.20 p.m. DEFENCE having sunk, and WIESBADEN 
being in a sinking condition, WARRIOR decided to withdraw 
as she was being sifbjected to the fire of ‘at least four enemy 
heavy ships, and was very badly crippled. While withdrawing, 
WARSPITE, owing to her helm having jambed, passed between 
WARRIOR and the enemy; and by so doing probably saved 
WARRIOR from immediate destruction. WARRIOR reached 
the rear of the line, and was taken in tow by ENGADINE at 
about 8.30 p.m. 


The Commander-in-Chief states :-— 


It is probable that Rear-Admiral Sir Robert Arbuthnot did not 
realise the proximity of the German Battle Fleet, and coming across it 
at short range in the mist was unable to extricate his squadron before his 
Flagship was sunk and the WARRIOR disabled. 


At 5.52 p.m. HAMPSHIRE sighted a ship on the starboard bow, who, on being 


challenged, gave the wrong reply. Fire was then opened on her 
at 9,500 yards, her bearing being 162° (S. 5° E.) This ship 
appeared to be a three-funnelled cruiser There was one, 
possibly two, battle cruisers near her The first ship seen must. 
have been one of the Second Scouting Group, which was distant 
about 9 miles at this time 


At 5.52 pm. the Reai-Admiral Commanding Second Cruiser Squadron reports 


as follows :— 


A signal from DEFENCE indicated that the Battle Fleets would shortly 
be engaged. I therefore proceeded for my assigned position, 2 points 
on the engaged van of the battlefleet. A somewhat wide sweep was made 
and there was a little delay owing to an alteration of course by the Battle 
Fleet, but correct station was finally assumed and maintained. 


At 6.00 p.m. the Cruisers commenced to concentrate on MINOTAUR. 


Diagram X. 


COCHRANE joined up with MINOTAUR and SHANNON 
at 6.15 p.m., and HAMPSHIRE at 6.45 p.m., the order now 
being MINOTAUR, COCHRANE, SHANNON, HAMPSHIRE, 
in single line ahead, and course was shaped to close the Battle 
Fleet. A pozition on the port or disengaged side was maintained 
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until about 7.30 p.m., as, owing to not having a very great advan- 
tage in speed over the Battleships and to their continually altering 
course to starboard, they were unable to draw ahead. MINO- 
TAUR and COCHRANE crossed ahead of the Battle Fleet at 
about 7.30 p.m., and the remaining ships regained station about 
20 minutes later. 


At 6.20 p.m. DUKE OF EDINBURGH, finding that the smoke she was making 

(A pprozx.) was masking the fire of the van battleships, endeavoured to 
get ahead, but was considerably delayed by avoiding torpedoes 
at 6.44 p.m., and did not cross ahead until 7.12 p.m.; after 
crossing ahead of the Battle Fleet, she joined up with the Second 
Cruiser Squadron, forming into line astern of HAMPSHIRE at 
7.20 p.m. 


CHESTER, who after being damaged in action had joined 
this cruiser line at 6.50 p.m. took station astern of DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH. 3 

At 6.35 p.m. the action drew away and the enemy was lost sight of and was not 
seen again. 

The Second Cruiser Squadron, with the exception of 
HAMPSHIRE, had no opportunity of taking any active part 
in the action. 


At 6.54 p.m. HAMPSHIRE sighted and fired on a reported submarine on the 
port bow. 


At 6.57 p.m. DUKE OF EDINBURGH reported a submarine in sight 
on the starboard side, and at 7.05 p.m. DOKE OF EDINBURGH 
and COCHRANE both reported a submarine to port of them. 
It is improbable that any enemy submarine was in this locality 
(see page , line _). 

The position now was as follows: Second Cruiser Squadron 
and CHESTER in line ahead about 3 to 4 miles on _ port 
side of KING GEORGE V, gaining on her very slowly ; Destroyers 
and Light Cruisers between them and her; Battle Cruisers about 
4 miles distant on starboard bow. The Rear-Admiral Com- 
manding the Second Cruiser Squadron decided that the proper 
place for his squadron was on the quarter of the Battle Cruiser 
squadrons; this position was reached at about 8.00 p.m. 


At 8.30 p.m. salvoes were occasionally falling near the ships, but none of them 
Diagram were hit, and no opportunity occurred to engage the enemy. 


XLV. 


At 8.40 p.m. SHANNON struck some submerged object and at the same time 
HAMPSHIRE reports : 


An unmistakable jar was felt in various positions in the ship, and a 

‘ very large swirl as from a submarine almost breaking surface was seen 

in our wake and must have passed about 20 yards froin starboard beam 

of CHESTER. Also the periscope was seen at an angle by at least two 
observers. 
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At 9.10 p.m. course was altered as necessary to take station astern of Battle 
Diagram XV. Cruisers for the night. 


At 2.30 a.m. CHESTER, whose damage was severe, was ordered to make the 
Ist June. best of her way to the Humber. 


At 2.45 a.m. course was altered to the Northward and at 3.00 a.m. speed was 
‘increased to 19 knots. 


At 3.12 a.m. destroyers were ordered to form a submarine screen. 
At 3.15 a.m. a Zeppelin was sighted to the Southward, but was not engaged. 


At 10.30 a.m. the Second Cruiser Squadron closed on the Battle Fleet in |! 
accordance with a signal from the Commander-in-Chief, and at | 
about 11.05 a.m. formed single line abreast to port 6 miles 
ahead of the Battle Fleet, spread 2 miles apart. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST AND THIRD 
LIGHT CRUISER SQUADRONS. 


Diagram ITT. It will be remembered that the Light Cruisers, attached to the 
Battle Cruiser Fleet, consisted of the First, Second, and Third 
Light Cruiser Squadrons. 

On sighting the enemy, the First and Third Light Cruiser 
Squadrons proceeded to the Eastward of the Battle Cruiser 
Fleet, and by 2.32 p.m. GALATEA and PHAETON were in 
action with enemy cruisers. 

As they were considerably outranged, they turned to the 
North Westward in order to try to lead the enemy cruisers in 
the direction of the Grand Fleet, hoping that the Battle Cruisers 
would be able to get to the South Eastward of them, and so cut 
them off. 


At 3.35 p.m. the enemy’s Light Cruisers, which then bore 94° (S. 73° E.) 

31st May. 21,000 yards from GALATEA, turned to the South Eastward, 
and the First and Third Light Cruiser Squadrons did the same, 
and followed on parallel courses. A submarine is stated to have 
been sighted by PHAETON close on the starboard hand. 


At 3.45 p.m. our Battle Cruisers were sighted about S.8.E. in action with » 


Diagram V.  anenemy to the South Eastward, and at about 4.00 p.m. the Fifth 
Battle Squadron was sighted to the Southward, and was seen to 
open fire on the enemy’s Light Cruisers, which turned to the North 
Eastward under cover of smoke bombs. The First and Third 
Light-Cruiser Squadrons followed them. 

At 4.15 p.m. the enemy again turned to the South Eastward, and 
our Light Cruisers followed on parallel courses. 


At 4.30 p.m. BIRKENHEAD and GLOUCESTER now having caught up, the 
First and Third Light Cruiser Squadrons endeavoured to engage 
the four enemy cruisers which appeared to be detached to the 
Northward of the enemy’s main body, as it was thought that the 
enemy was then making for the Horn Reef, but at 4.50 p.m. 
our own Battle Cruisers were sighted ahead and steering towards 
the Light Cruisers. 

The Battle Cruisers were seen to be in action with the enemy, 
and so at 5.00 p.m. the First and Third Light-Cruiser Squadrons 
altered course in order to keep ahead of them, turning slightly 
to the North Westward so as to get into position for torpedo 


attack. 
At 5.10 p.m. the leading enemy battle cruiser was seen to be hit twice before 
Diagram the foremost funnel, but, shortly after, the enemy was lost sight 
VI. of. At 5.27 p.m. a signal was received from LION to keep 


touch with the enemy’s Battle Cruisers, as about this time our 
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Battle Cruisers had also lost touch with them ; course was 
therefore altered to the North Eastward by the First Light 
Cruiser Squadron, the Third Light Cruiser Squadron continuing 
on a Noith Westerly course; and shortly afterwards the enemy’s 
Battle Cruisers were made out, steering to the Northward, about 
16,000 vards on the starboard beam of GALATEA. The First 
Light Cruiser Squadron now tried to get into position for torpedo 
attack, but before this could be done, according to GALATEA’s 
report :— 

The advanced cruisers of the Grand Fleet were met, steering a 
South Easterly course, and the leading ships of the latter turned to port, 


when quite close, but almost immediately turned 12 points away, and it 
appeared that the Fleet was going to deploy in that direction. 


The turn seen at this time must have been that of BLACK 
PRINCE at 5.42 p.m. 

The Rear-Admira] Commanding Third Light Cruiser Squadron 
in his report states :— 


Here we were much restricted for room, the First Cruiser Squadron 
and destroyer screen all moving in the same direction with us. The First 
Light Cruiser Squadron managed to turn away and get clear and thus 
eased the situation. 


At 6.07 p.m. the First Light-Cruiser Squadron altered course first to the West- 


Diagram X. 


ward and Southward and then to the Northward; GALATEA 
and INCONSTANT passed between the 4th and 5th Divisions 
of the Battle Flect, passing down the port side of the Battle 
Cruisers to do so, and to starboard of the Thirteenth Flotilla. 

PHAETON and CORDELIA also passed through the Battle 
Fleet line. It was necessary to get clear at this time as there 
was very great congestion at the point where the two screens 
met between the Grand Fleet and the Battle Cruiser Fleet. The 
Third Light Cruiser Squadron, after passing ahead of the Battle 
Flect, took station on the engaged bow of LION. 


The Third Light Cruiser Squadron opened fire on an enemy 
cruiser bearing South, this cruiser (WIESBADEN) was also 
being engaged by several other ships at the same time. 
FALMOUTH engaged her at ranges varying from 12,000 to 
8,000 yards; she also fired a torpedo at her, but the result is 
unknown. 

This cruiser was soon brought to a standstill and then fire 
was shifted to two other light cruisers who were firing at our 
destroyers, and, after a short time, they also turned away. 

At about 6.20 p.m. two enemy battle cruisers appeared, 
detached from the others, and steering about East. 

They were ahout 8,000 yards on the starboard beam of 
FALMOUTH, and were engaged by the Third Battle Cruiser 
Squadron, who joined from the North and turned to the 
Eastward about 3,000 vards on FALMOUTH’s port beam. 

No other target presenting itself, FALMOUTH’s fire was 
directed at the leading battle cruiser, and fire was returned kiyv 
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the Battle Cruisers with 6-in. FALMOUTH and YARMOUTH 
both fired torpedoes at her, and it is possible that FALMOUTH’s 
torpedo hit, as an under water explosion was distinctly visible. 


At 6.15 p.m. GALATEA had to reduce speed on account of a breakdown of the 
port forced draught fan, due to a splinter. 
INCONSTANT was ordered to take charge of the First Light- 
Cruiser Squadron and to go on to the head of the line 
GALATEA following at the best speed that she could. 


At 6.50 p.m. BIRKENHEAD and GLOUCESTER, who had become detached, 
rejoined. CANTERBURY joined up with the Third Light 
Cruiser Squadron at about 7.00 p.m. Position was maintained 
ahead of the Battle Cruisers, and course gradually altered from 
S.E. to W.S.W. 


At 7.15 p.m. the enemy was again sighted and engaged. 

Meanwhile the First Light Cruiser Squadron, less GALATEA, 
was working its way to the head of the Battle Fleet, passing on tho 
disengaged side. 

Owing to the necessity of keeping out on the far side of the 
repeating ships, and to the fact that the Battle Fleet was con- 


tinually altering course to starboard, they had to go on the : 


outside of a circle, and consequently it was not until about 
7.25 p.m. that they arrived at the head of the Battle Fleet line. 
GALATEA, whose speed had been reduced to 18 knots, 
soon worked up to twenty-four knots, and tried to rejoin her 
squadron at the head of the line, but about 7.00 p.m. she saw 
ACASTA with a signal flying :— 
In danger of sinking, 


so she passed under the stern of AGINCOURT and went to her 
assistance, but shortly after was relieved by FEARLESS. 

GALATEA then tried once more to rejoin her squadron, who 
had moved up to the engaged quarter of the Battle Cruisers, 
from which position they could prevent a destroyer attack 
coming down from the bow on to our Battle Fleet, and at the same 
time afford some protection to the rear of the Battle Cruiser line. 
The Battle Cruisers were at this time about 4 miles ahead of 
the Battle Fleet. 


At 8.00 p.m. the Vice-Admiral Commanding the Battle Cruiser Fleet ordered 
Diagram the Light Cruisers to sweep to the West to locate the head of the 
ALY. enemy’s line before dark. The Third Light Cruiser Squadron 
| was formed on a line of bearing 167° (South), course 257° (West), 
and speed increased to 24 knots at 8.00 p.m. 

Five enemy cruisers were sighted W. by N., and fire was 
opened at 8.15 p.m. at 9,600 yards closing to 6,000 yards. At 
8.28 p.m. the following signal was made from FALMOUTH to 
the Commander-in-Chief and to the Vice-Admiral Commanding 
the Battle Cruiser Fleet : . 


Urgent. Am engaging enemy’s cruisers. 
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FIRST AND THIRD L.C.S. 


The enemy ships were probably the Fourth Scouting Group. 

HAMBURG had one funnel shot away, and it is possible this 
occurred during this action. The enemy replied, but their fire 
was erratic. 
8.25 p.m. the course was 212° (S.W.), speed 25 knots; and at 
8.32 p.m. the enemy altered course 8 points away. The 
course was altered to the North Westward, but at 8 38 p.m. the 
enemy was lost sight of in the mist, and fire was checked. 

The Third Light Cruiser Squadron then found that they were 
drawing across the bows of the enemy’s Battle Cruisers, and 
course was altered to 234° (W.S.W.), and then to 189° (S8.8S.W.) 
to regain position ahead of our Battle Cruisers. 

As soon as the First Light Cruiser Squadron saw that the 
Third Light Cruiser Squadron had gone on at full speed, and 
that there were no light cruisers at the head of the Battle 
Cruisers, they went on at full speed, passing on the disengaged 
side of our Battle Cruisers. 

Owing to the overs, it was necessary to keep 2,000 yards 
clear, but as quickly as possible the First Light Ciuiser Squadron 
was formed on the engaged bow of our Battle Cruiser Fleet. 


By this time the Third Light Cruiser Squadron had ceased : 


firing, and, in order to prevent having too many independent 
squadrons, just before dark, the First Light Cruiser Squadron, 
less GALATEA, took station astern of the Third Light Cruiser 
Squadron. 


INCONSTANT reports that all three ships of the First Light 
Cruiser Squadron who were at that time present saw a submarine 
breaking. surface on the port side. 

Shortly after this a shock was felt in INCONSTANT and 
CORDELIA, as if they had struck something. This evidently 
refers to the same concussion as was felt in the Battle Cruisers. 

GALATEA had managed to make her way to the head of the 
Battle Fleet by 9.55 p.m., and there she passed under the stern of 
the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron, and took station on the 
starboard bow of KING GEORGE V, about 3 miles from 
her and 1 mile on the starboard bow of CALLIOPE, 
subsequently taking station 5 cables ahead of CALLIOPE. 

At 4.30 a.m., Ist June, GALATEA, who was then able to 
steam 24 knots, sighted the Battle Cruiser Fleet and rejoined 
the First Light Cruiser Squadron. 


During the night the Third Light Cruiser Squadron kept on 
the starboard bow of the Battle Cruisers, and the First Light 
Cruiser Squadron was ordered to take station astern of them, 
on a bearing 246° (W. by 8S.) from LION, distant 4 miles; 
course 167° (South). 


At 2.40 a.m. the course was altercd to 348° (North), and at 3.10 to 22° (N.E. 


Ist June. 
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At 3.15 a.m. a Zeppelin was sighted following the rear of the Fleet, observing, 
and she was driven off by shrapnel fire. 


At 4.07 a.m. LION signalled :— 


Spread well to the Westward and endeavour to locate the enemy, 
keeping linking ships in visual touch. 


The enemy was not seen again. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND LIGHT CRUISER 


Diagram ITT. 


At 4.05 p.m. 
3ist May. 
Diagram V. 


SQUADRON. 


When the enemy was first sighted by GALATEA, the Second 
Light Cruiser Squadron was to the Westward of the First and 
Third Light Cruiser Squadrons. 

They at once turned to the Eastward, and were able to take 
station ahead of the Battle Cruisers before they turned E.S.E., 
after which they conformed to the general movement of the 
Battle Cruiser Fleet, keeping ahead in readiness to repel any 
destroyer attacks. 


BIRMINGHAM reported ten destroyers ahead of the enemy 
Battle Cruisers, and at 4.15 NOTTINGHAM was ordered by 
the Senior Officer of the Second Light Cruiser Squadron to 
support our destroyers in the attack they were about to make, 
and she opened fire on the enemy destroyers who had moved 
out to attack at the same time. 


At 4.30 pm. SOUTHAMPTON sighted and reported a four-funnelled cruiser 


(she made the challenge, which was not answered) and shortly 
after sighted the enemy Battle Fleet. 


At 4.38 p.m. SOUTHAMPTON reported that she had sighted the 


enemy Battle Fleet bearing S.E., steering North, and at 4.48 p.m. 


she reported that the composition of the. van consisted of 


KAISER class, with destroyers on both wings and ahead. 

The Second Light Cruiser Squadron stood on until 4.44 p.m. 
to observe the enemy’s Battle Fleet, the range then being about 
14,000 yards. By this time the enemy Battle Fleet had them 
under heavy fire, the Squadron was therefore turned away to 
open the range. 

None of the ships were damaged by this fire, but they had 
salvoes falling all round them, and were hit by a good many 
splinters. 


At 5.00 p.m. the Second Light Cruiser Squadron turned to the Northward and 


Diagram 


Vill. 


followed our Battle Cruisers and Fifth Battle Squadron. 

‘The Squadron now gradually closed the rear of the Fifth 
Battle Squadron, and came under heavy fire from time to time 
until 6.05 p.m. No damage, however, resulted. 


At 5.40 p.m. SOUTHAMPTON reported that the enemy Battle Fleet altered 


course to N.N.W. 


At 5.50 p.m. SOUTHAMPTON reported that the enemy Battle Fleet had altered 


course to North, and that some enemy battle cruisers were bearing 
S.W. of the enemy Battle Fleet. It seems probable that these 
battle cruisers were LUTZOW and SEYDLITZ, as at about this 
time Admiral Hipper transferred his Flag; but they could not 
have been to the South Westward of the enemy Battle Fleet. 
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At 6.03 p.m. SOUTHAMPTON reported that the enemy Battle Fleet 


Diagram X. 


had been lost sight of and that the enemy Battle Cruisers 
were being engaged. 


At 6.15 p.m. our Battle Fleet was sighted right ahead of SOUTHAMPTON, and 


at 6.35 p.m. the Second Light Cruiser Squadron occupied a 
position about 14 miles, 5 points abaft the starboard beam of the 
rear battleship of the Grand Fleet. 


At 6.40 p.m. the Second Light Cruiser Squadron turned in towards the German 


line, partly to finish off a disabled German battleship or battle 
cruiser, but more to observe the enemy’s rear more clearly, their 
course being in doubt. 


At 7.00 p.m. fire was opened on the disabled ship by all ships of the 


squadron; the shooting appeared to be good, the bursts of shell on 
her being quite obvious. Theenemy Battle Fleet replied with heavy 
fire, and the Second Light Cruiser Squadron had to return to 
their position at the rear of the Battle Line. Once again none 
of the ships were damaged, although water and spray from the 
enemy’s salvoes was constantly coming on board the ships. 
Firing ceased at 7.15 p.m. 

Before being driven off, SOUTHAMPTON was able to report 
the enemy turning to E.S.E. 


At 7.35 p.m. some enemy destroyers were seen to be steering N.W. to make an 


attack. SOUTHAMPTON and DUBLIN opened fire, and one 
destroyer was seen to be hit heavily amidships. At the same 
time the Twelfth Flotilla moved out to counter this attack, and 
sank this damaged destroyer. 


At 8.56 p.m. the enemy destroyers attempted to make another attack on the 


Diagram 
ALY. 


At 10.20 p.m. 
Diagram XV. 


Fifth Battle Squadron. Fire was opened and they were driven 
off. One destroyer was observed to have been hit, and they 
disappeared in a cloud of smoke. 


the Squadron was engaged by the Fourth Scouting Group, who 
concentrated on SOUTHAMPTON and DUBLIN at short range. 
The action lasted about fifteen minutes and was very sharp 
whilst it lasted. 

The night was dark and misty, and BIRMINGHAM remarks 
that it was impossible to see anything until the enemy switched 
on searchlights, owing to the smoke of the ships ahead. 

During this short engagement SOUTHAMPTON was exten- 
sively damaged, and three large fires were caused. DUBLIN also 
was hit many times, and a fire started on the seamen’s mess deck. 
All these fires were quickly extinguished in spite of the fact that 
the hoses were badly cut up. 

BIRMINGHAM and NOTTINGHAM sustained no damage. 
SOUTHAMPTON had 34 killed and 36 severely wounded; 
DUBLIN 3 killed and 19 wounded. 


SOUTHAMPTON fired one torpedo, which is believed to have 
hit FRAUENLOB, which ship sank at about 10.45 p.m. as the 
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At 11.30 p.m. 


At 4.10 a.m. DUBLIN sighted some enemy vessels about one mile off. One of ? 


Ist June. 


SECOND L.C.S. 


result of damage received by torpedo and eunate during this 
action. 


On the completion of this action SOUTHAMPTON and 
NOTTINGHAM proceeded to take up a position astern and on 
the starboard quarter of the centre of the Battle Fleet, and thev 
remained in this position for the night, as it was not known what 
protection the Battle Fleet had against destroyer attack. 

DUBLIN lost touch with the remainder of the Squadron at 
this time, and did not rejoin until 10 a.m. Ist June. 


BIRMINGHAM also lost touch with her Squadron, but / 


sighted the Fifth Battle Squadron, and remained on their quarter 
until davlight when she sighted SOUTHAMPTON and NOT- 
TINGHAM on her starboard bow, and rejoined. 


BIRMINGHAM observed two or more large enemy ships switch 
on their searchlights and open fire on some of our destroyers, 
or light cruisers and destroyers, astern. Soon after midnight 
heavy firing was also observed some distance away to the North 
Eastward. From then till 2.00 a.m. flashes of gunfire were seen 
to the Northward. 


them resembled the ROON, but the others were too indistinct 
to make out what class of vessel they belonged to. They were 
steering a Southerly course at high speed. In a few seconds 
the enemy was lost in the fog, the ship was turned with the 
object of chasing and shadowing them, but the existing conditions 
of weather made this impossible. DUBLIN therefore shaped 
course to join up with the Second Light Cruiser Squadron. 


At 4.30 a.m. the Second Light Cruiser Squadron, less DUBLIN, rejoined the 


’ Battle Cruiser Fleet, and remained in their company until the 


return to harbour. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTH LIGHT CRUISER 
SQUADRON. 


— ————$$$_=____—___—___. 


The Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron, which was stationed 
3 miles ahead of the Battle Fleet during the afternoon of 
3lst May, took little active part in the action during its first 


phases, 
At 5.45 p.m. heavy firing was heard to the 8.8.W., and at about 6.00 p.m. 
3ist May. enemy projectiles occasionally fell near the ships, these were 
Diagrams apparently ‘‘ overs ’’ meant for our Battle Cruisers. 


VIII. and X. 


At 7.15 p.m. an enemy battle cruiser of LUTZOW type, surrounded by 
Diagram X. destroyers and steaming slowly to the N.W., was sighted bearing 
West. 

At 7.22 p.m. a signal was received from the Commander-in-Chief for 
the Fourth Light-Cruiser Squadron to attack the torpedo vessels 
of the enemy. 

At this time the Eleventh and Seventeenth Half Flotillas of 
enemy destroyers were bearing West, steering towards the head 
of the Battle Line. Fire was opened on them at 8,000 to 9,000 
yards, and after a few minutes firing they retired. 

During this attack about six torpedoes were observed to pass 
ahead of, or through, the Squadron. 


At 7.35 p.m., immediately after receiving a signal from the Commander-in-Chief 
ordering the Squadron not to go too near the enemy’s Battle 
Fleet, the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron turned to resume 
station on the KING GEORGE V. 


At 7.39 p.m. a submarine was reported on port bow of CALLIOPE, and at 
7.47 p.m. CAROLINE turned to ram a reported submarine and 
felt a concussion. It is improbable that any submarine was in 
this locality. 


At 8.16 pm. CALLIOPE, CONSTANCE, and COMUS proceeded to support 
Diagram CASTOR and a portion of the Eleventh Flotilla in attacking a 
XLV. half flotilla of enemy destroyers which was steering towards the 
rear of our Battle Cruiser Fleet. 
Fire was opened on the enemy destroyers, and they retired 
on their own line under a smoke screen at 8.26 p.m. 
At this time a portion of the enemy Battle Fleet was sighted, 
on a Southerly course, bearing N.W., distant 8,000 yards. 
The enemy Battle Fleet opened fire for a few minutes on the 
Light Cruisers, who retired on Second Battle Squadron without 
having sustained any damage. 
At 8.30 p.m. CALLIOPE fired a torpedo at the leading KAISER at 6,500 vards, 
and at 8.38 p.m. an explosion was observed in one of the 
® 28569 F 
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battleships (probably MARKGRAF). This may have been the , 


explosion felt by the Battle Cruisers. 


At 8.45 p.m. ROYALIST and CAROLINE, who were ahead of CASTOR and 
destroyers, the latter vessels being ahead of KING GEORGE V, 
observed three enemy battleships (one apparently NASSAU class 
and two others) bearing N.N.W. These enemy ships were 

' probably a portion of the Third Squadron. _ 

The presence of the enemy ships was reported by the Senior 
Officer Second Light Cruiser Squadron to the Commander-in- 
Chief by W/T at 8.55 p.m., and also by CAROLINE to the 
Vice-Admiral Commanding Second Battle Squadron by visual 
signal at 8.55 p.m. There is no record of this latter signal 
having been received. 


At 9.08 p.m. enemy ships—probably battle cruisers—were again sighted; they 

Diagram XV. opened fire on ROYALIST and CAROLINE, who turned away, 
and stood out of range; CAROLINE fired one torpedo, and 
ROYALIST, two torpedoes. No hits were observed. 


At 9.35 p.m. the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron was formed in line ahead on 
CALLIOPE. 
Shortly after this, GALATEA, whose speed had been reduced, 
took up position ahead of the Squadron. 


At 2.00 a.m. the Second Battle Squadron was sighted, and at 2.30 a.m., when 

Ist June. course was altered to the Northward, the Fourth Light Cruiser 
Squadron spread in line abreast 5 cables apart ahead of 
Battle Fleet. 


At 5.07 a.m. the Squadron formed single line ahead, and took station 3 miles 
ahead of the Battle Fleet, remaining with the Battle Fleet until 
the return to harbour. 
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PROCEEDINGS QF THE FIRST FLOTILLA. 


At the commencement of the action FEARLESS, with First 
Flotilla, was screening the Fifth Battle Squadron. 

Throughout the action FEARLESS was handicapped by 
lack of speed, and was unable to maintain her proper place as 
Leader of her Flotilla. 


At 3.50 p.m. the First Flotilla was ordered to take station astern of the Fifth 


3lst May. 
Diagram V. 


At 4.45 p.m. 


At 5.55 p.m., 
_abeam of the Battle Cruisers, having been unable to get into 


Diagram 


VII. 


Diagram X. 


Battle Squadron, as they had not sufficient speed to get clear 
ahead, and were masking the range. 

When the action became general and the Fifth Battle Squadron 
was engaged with the Battle Cruisers, the Flotilla took station on 
the disengaged side of the Fifth Battle Squadron. 


the Battle Cruisers were seen to be steaming North, and at 
4.55 p.m. the First Flotilla altered course 16 points and 
steamed 347° (North) on the disengaged bow of the Battle Cruiser 
Squadron. A signal was received from LION to form a sub- 
marine screen, and although FEARLESS was steaming at full 
speed she was unable to keep up with her Flotilla and gradually 
dropped back. 


when the Grand Fleet was sighted ahead, the First Flotilla was 


screening station on account of LION’s speed. 

The Flotilla had great difficulty in passing through the screen 
of Destroyers and Light Cruisers, which were ahead of the Grand 
Fleet, and which were converging at this point. The difficulty 
was accentuated owing to the necessity of steaming at full speed 
in order to keep the relative position on the Battle Cruisers. 

During this time projectiles from the enemy’s ships were 
continually falling amongst this mass of destroyers, and it is 
remarkable that so little damage was caused. 

ATTACK was struck by an 11-in. projectile, but no damage 
was done beyond the upper deck being holed. 

DEFENDER was struck by a 12-in. shell in the foremost 
boiler room,’ placing that boiler room out of action. Being 
unable to maintain her position in the line, DEFENDER turned 
16 points, and passed between the Battle Fleets until she reached 
an area of comparative safety, where she turned again and 
repaired damage. 

ONSLOW was then seen to be in difficulty and unable to 
steam, and DEFENDER proceeded to her assistance, and, in 
spite of the action having meanwhile developed more in her 
direction, she succeeded in taking ONSLOW in tow at 7.15 p.m., 
and proceeded to Rosyth. 
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At 6.08 p.m. FEARLESS, finding that she could not keep up with First 
Flotilla, and that she was steaming across the front of the 
Battle Flect, making heavy smoke, turned about 32 points, and 
took station on the disengaged quarter of the Battle Flect. 
Krom this time FEARLESS acted independently of the First 
Flotilla. 

When ACASTA was sighted, GALATEA was standing by 
her to take her in tow, and FEARLESS relieved GALATEA. 
ACASTA, however, reported that she was no longer in danger of 
sinking, and, as the Captain of FEARLESS did not consider it 
right to hamper himself with a disabled ship in the middle of an 
action, he left her, and followed the Battle Fleet, which was 
picked up after dusk. 

Diagram XV. About midnight FEARLESS saw a large vessel, which appeared 
to be a German battleship, pass down the starboard side, but as 
ships ahead did not open fire, and it was considered that she must 
have been seen, no action was taken. Her course led directly 
to the destroyers following. 

Judging from the action which FEARLESS observed shortly 
afterwards, they apparently engaged her. The time coincides 
with the action of part of the Fourth Flotilla with enemy 
battleships. 

When daylight broke, FEARLESS found that she was astern | 
of AGINCOURT, and was ordered alongside MARLBOROUGH | 
by the Vice-Admiral to transfer him to REVENGE. This was 
accomplished by 3.10 a.m., and FEARLESS was then ordered 
to close MARLBOROUGH and escort her. 

Diagram At 4.10 a.m. fire was opened on a Zeppelin, and she retired. 

AVITI. 

At 6.43 p.m. the First Flotilla formed a submarine screen ahead of the Battle 
Cruisers, but at 7.14 p.m., when the Battle Cruisers re-engaged 5 
the enemy, station was resumed on the port beam. 

The First Flotilla remained with the Battle Cruiser Fleet 
during the night, and took no part in night actions. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTH FLOTILLA. 


The following destroyers, viz.,. SHARK, ACASTA, OPHELIA 
and CHRISTOPHER, OWL, HARDY, and MIDGE had been 
detached from the Fourth Flotilla for the purpose of screen- 
ing the Third Battle Cruiser Squadron and Second Cruiser 
Squadron. 

The proceedings of the above destroyers are not, therefore, 
included in this section. 


At 9.00 p.m. the Fourth Flotilla was in screening station ahead of the Second 
3lst May. Battle Squadron. 


Diagram XV. At about 9.02 p.m. GARLAND sighted and engaged four 
enemy destroyers. As the enemy turned away they fired 
torpedoes, which passed astern of UNITY. 


10 


At 9.27 p.m. orders were received from the Commander-in-Chief for Destroyers . 


to take station five miles astern of the Battle Fleet. 


At 9.50 p.m. the Fourth Flotilla was in the above station in two columns led 
by TIPPERARY and BROKE. At 10.00 p.m. single line ahead 
was formed. The Flotilla was then in the following order: 
TIPPERARY, SPITFIRE, SPARROWHAWK, GARLAND, 
CONTEST, BROKE, ACHATES, AMBUSCADE, ARDENT, 
FORTUNE, PORPOISE, UNITY. 


At 10.50 p.m. PORPOISE and UNITY, the rear ships of the line, sighted and 
reported three enemy destroyers approaching from the starboard 
quarter. The leading enemy destroyer fired a torpedo, and 
immediately turned away. 


At 11.00 p.m. three enemy cruisers, probably the Second Scouting Group, were 
sighted on the starboard beam. 

They switched searchlights on to TIPPERARY and leading 
destroyers, and opened fire, hitting TIPPERARY immediately 
and setting her on fire forward. 

The remainder of the Flotilla turned away to the Eastward 
for a short distance before resuming course South; except 
SPITFIRE, TIPPERARY’s next astern, who, after firing two 
torpedoes, one of which was seen to hit (this is believed to have 
hit ELBING), turned to the Westward, firing on the enemy 
ships in an attempt to distract their concentration of fire on 
TIPPERARY. SPITFIRE seems to have passed to the West- 
ward of the enemy, who were, at the commencement of the 
action,-only a mile on the beam; and then attempted to return 
to TIPPERARY to stand by her, and in the hope of firing her 
third torpedo. Actually, owing to damage by gunfire, this 
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At 11.25 p.m. 


(Approx.) 


FOURTH FLOTILLA. 


torpedo was never loaded into its tube; but SPITFIRE, observing 
what she thought to be a cruiser with her searchlights trained 
on TIPPERARY, opened fire on her and extinguished the 
searchlights. The ship was not a cruiser, but WESTFALEN, 
leading the enemy First Squadron of Battleships. 

SPITFIRE, still closing TIPPERARY, cut through the 
First Squadron, astern of WESTFALEN. 

NASSAU, the second in the line, turned to ram her, and 
SPITFIRE also putting her helm hard over, the two vessels 
met, port bow to port bow. SPITFIRE returned direct to the 
Tyne with twenty feet of German plating on board, and 
NASSAU, claiming to have rammed and sunk a_ British 
destroyer in this position, returned to Germany with a 
destroyer’s hawsepipe so firmly embedded in her forecastle that 
it had to be cut out. SPITFIRE’s bridge, searchlight platform, 
mast, and foremost funnel were completely demolished, and the 
forecastle laid open from -the stem to abreast the galley. 
SPITFIRE reports losing one man overboard. He was seen 
from NASSAU clinging to her netshelf until she fired a salvo, 
when he fell back into the sea. SPITFIRE remarks that she 
was fired on at point-blank range with large calibre guns, one 
shell passing through her starboard bridge screen, and one through 
the after funnel, fortunately without bursting. 

GARLAND, after also claiming a hit on ELBING, attempted 
to render assistance to TIPPERARY, CONTEST accompanying 
her, but was chased off to the Eastward by two cruisers, 
evidently FRANKFURT and PILLAU—the remains of the 
Second Scouting Group. GARLAND and CONTEST then 
joined the rest of the Flotilla, who, under BROKE, resumed 
course to the Southward. 


CONTEST, TIPPERARY, BROKE, and SPITFIRE fired 
torpedoes during this action, and, in addition to ELBING, may 
have struck one or more cruisers of the Fourth ‘Scouting Group, 
who also were present. 


a large ship was sighted from BROKE two points before the 
starboard beam, steering about S.S.W. This was evidently 
WESTFALEN again, who must have sighted the Flotilla ahead 
or on the bow, and altered away about 9 points. She 
challenged, and immediately after switched on searchlights and 
opened fire. BROKE turned away, under full helm, but at this 
moment a shell struck her lower bridge, killing all hands there, 
and jambing the helm. In consequence she continued her 
circle and struck SPARROWHAWK, her next astern. After 
extricating herself from the wreckage, and considering that. 
SPARROWHAWK was the less damaged of the two, BROKE 
steered North at slow speed (see page ). 


SPARROWHAWK, while still locked with BROKE, was 


rammed right aft, apparently by CONTEST, five feet of the 
stern being cut off, and the helm jambed. 
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She remained unable to move and drifting aay to the 
North Eastward, and at 2.00 a.m. sighted :— 
a vessel bearing East about 2 miles, steaming North. Aes being 
in sight for about ten minutes, she gradually heeled over and sank bows 
first. The ship had three high funnels with little or no rake, two masts, 
on which I thought I could make out searchlight platforms and, as far 
as I could see, a straight stem, but details were difficult to make out owing 
to the mist. 


This would appear to have been TIPPERARY, who, after 
everyone forward had been killed by gunfire at 11.00 p.m., 10 
remained afloat but disabled until about 1.45 a.m. according to 
the report of her senior surviving officer, Sub-Lieutenant 
Williams-Powllett, R.N. This report continues :— 

The ship soon afterwards heeled over to starboard and the bows 
went under. The ship sank in about one minute, the stern going right 
up into the air. . . . After half an hour in the water I got into the 
Carley Float. We were afterwards sighted by H.M.S. SPARROWHAWE, 
who picked us up soon after 5.00 a.m. 


UNITY did not turn to the Southward as did the remainder 
of the surviving destroyers of the Fourth Flotilla, but stood to 2 
the Eastward until she met the Ninth and Tenth Flotilla 
destroyers under LYDIARD, with whom she joined up for the 
night. | 
GARLAND, AMBUSCADE, CONTEST, and SPARROW- 
HAWK claim hits on enemy ships in this attack. ROSTOCK 
was certainly hit and possibly RHEINLAND. 


At midnight the remainder of the Flotilla, led by ACHATES, again fell 
in with the head of the enemy Battle Fleet, and Fourth Scouting 
Group. ACHATES and AMBUSCADE turned away to the 
Eastward, chased by the Fourth Scouting Group, but parted 30 
company half an hour later. Both endeavoured to join CASTOR, 
AMBUSCADE succeeding at 4.32 a.m. ACHATES, after a 

_ vain search, returned to Rosyth. 

The enemy’s fire was concentrated on FORTUNE and 
PORPOISE, the former being sunk. with all hands almost 
immediately. PORPOISE, severely damaged in after boiler 
room, but partially screened by smoke and steam from the 
sinking FORTUNE, was able to make away to the Northward, 
and later fell in with GARLAND and CONTEST, who escorted 
her to the Tyne. £0 


GARLAND definitely claims a hit on an enemy battleship 
in this action, after which she turned away to the North East- 
ward, and later fell in with CONTEST, who was unable to steam 
more than 20 knots, and had a broken stem. 

They fell in at 2.25 a.m. with four German destroyers and 
opened fire at about 5,000 yards. The enemy turned away 
after firing a few shots. There being by now little chance of 
finding the rest of the Flotilla, GARLAND with CONTEST 
searched for and found PORPOISE, and proceeded to the Tyne, 
as previously stated. 50 
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AMBUSCADE, GARLAND, and ARDENT all claim torpedo 
hits on enemy battleships in this action, and it is possible that 
WESTFALEN and NASSAU were hit, though confirmation of 
this is lacking. 


At 0.19 a.m. ARDENT, after seeing FORTUNE in a sinking condition, badly 


Ist June. 


hit, on fire, “‘ but still firing her guns in a most gallant manner at 
her big adversary,” hauled away to the Eastward, and a few 
minutes later alteréd back to South to try to pick up 
AMBUSCADE, her next ahead, steering for what she thought 
was her smoke. In effect, it was a German battle squadron, 
and the error was discovered too late to enable ARDENT 
to get away. She immediately attacked therefore, but, as the 
torpedo left the tube (ARDENT being in a favourable position 
for attack), a most devastating fire was poured in upon her 
from the two leading ships for about five minutes, after which 
they ceased fire and switched off searchlights. The lull was 
employed by ARDENT in sinking her secret books, and, as 
there was nothing left of her guns, boats, or Carley floats, or 
of anything from which a raft could be made, when the next 


German squadron came by and opened fire at point-blank 2! 


range, the forty odd survivors took to the water as they were, 
and the ship sank with colours flying. Five hours later three 
survivors were picked out of the water by MARKSMAN and 
OBDURATE. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NINTH AND TENTH 


FLOTILLAS. 


TURBULENT and TERMAGENT were temporarily attached 
to the Thirteenth Flotilla, and their proceedings are included in 
the proceedings of that flotilla. The remaining six destroyers 
of the Ninth and Tenth Flotillas acted as submarine screen for 
the Second Battle Cruiser Squadron. 


At 3.33 p.m. the six destroyers under LYDIARD were ordered to take station 


3lst May. 


Diagram V. 


ahead 5 miles, but owing to lack of speed they were unable 
to get ahead, and were obliged to remain on the engaged side 
of the Battle Cruiser Squadron. 

Whilst in this position, on the engaged side of the Battle 
Cruisers, a torpedo passed under LANDRAIL, and crossed the 
line of the Battle Cruisers, passing about sixty yards ahead of 
QUEEN MARY, and LANDRAIL reports that she saw a periscope 
on the port quarter. 

As these destroyers were making a lot of smoke, and foul- 
ing the range, at 4.11 p.m. LION ordered them to clear the 
range; thereupon, LYDIARD turned 16 points followed by 
LIBERTY, LANDRAIL, and LAUREL. 

MORRIS and MOORSOM had managed to get further ahead, 
and were still on the engaged side of the Battle Cruisers when the 
signal was made for the Destroyers to attack with torpedoes. 
MORRIS and MOORSOM took part in this attack, which is 
described in the proceedings of the Thirteenth Flotilla, but, as 
they were attacking from a slightly different direction to the 
Thirteenth Flotilla, they did not have the same opportunity for 
torpedo attack. 

The enemy Destroyers had moved out to attack at the same 
time, and MORRIS and MOORSOM both took part in the fight 
which ensued. MORRIS was unable to fire any torpedoes, 
although she got within range of the enemy Battle Cruisers, as 
the range was then fouled by destroyers of the Thirteenth 
Flotilla. She did not again get within torpedo range of the 
enemy. 


MOORSOM attacked at the same time, but, by the time the 
fight with the enemy destroyers was over, she was in a bad 
position for firing torpedoes. 

By this time the Battle Cruisers had turned 16 points, and 
the enemy's Battle Fleet was coming up astern of their Battle 
cruisers. A torpedo attack was therefore made on the van of 
the Battle Fleet, and two torpedoes were fired. MOQRSOM was 
shortly afterwards hit aft, but no damage was done to her 
immediate fighting efficiency. A second torpedo attack was then 
made on the Battle Fleet, and two more torpedoes were fired. 
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MORRIS and MOORSOM then took up a position on the 
disengaged quarter of the Battle Cruisers, with CHAMPION 
and destroyers of other flotillas, and took station on LYDIARD. 

Meanwhile LYDIARD, LIBERTY, LANDRAIL, and 
LAUREL had taken up station astern of the Battle Cruisers, 
Owing to their position they were unable to take any effective 
part in the destroyer attack. 


At 4.30 a3 m. LAUREL was detailed to pick up survivors from QUEEN MARY, 
and succeeded in saving seventeen of them, although great 
difficulty was encountered owing to the wash caused by the Battle 
Cruisers and Fifth Battle Squadron passing. 

On the Battle Cruiser Force turning 16 points, the Ninth 
Flotilla took up a position on the disengaged side of the Fifth 
Battle Squadron, where they weie joined later by MORRIS and 
MOORSOM. 


At 9.27 p.m., when the Destroyers were ordered to take station astern, the 
Ninth and Tenth Flotillas were in station on the port beam of 
CHAMPION. 


At 9.57 p.m. MOORSOM was ordered to return to her base as she was holed 
aft and was short of oil. 


At 11.30 p.m. the action to the Westward between the Fourth Flotilla and the 
Diagram XV. enemy was observed, and several overs fell among the destroyers 
of the Ninth and Tenth Flotillas. 
CHAMPION, having increased speed at 11.27 p.m., turned 
to an Easterly course at 11.37 p.m. and was lost sight of. 
LYDIARD, observing CHAMPION crossing her bows, turned 
at 11.45 to a South Easterly course. About this time UNITY 
of Fourth Flotilla (see page , line) found herself astern of 
LAUREL, and followed her for the rest of the night. The 
remaining boats of the Thirteenth Flotilla, led by NERISSA, 
who had lost touch with CHAMPION when the latter increased 
speed, found themselves astern of UNITY, and they also joined 
the Ninth and Tenth Flotillas. 


At midnight course was altered to S.W.—25 knots. 
(Approx.) 

Ist June. 

At 0.25 a.m. these destroyers crossed the van of the enemy Battle Fleet. The 
rear destroyers were heavily engaged, and TURBULENT was 
sunk (see page , line ). 

LYDIARD carried on her South Westerly course until 
1.30 a.m., when she turned N. 70° W. endeavouring to close 
CASTOR. 


At 5.00 a.m. the mist lifted to disclose these other destroyers astern, in- 
Diagram cluding UNITY, NERISSA, TERMAGANT, NICATOR, NAR- 
XVIII. BOROUGH, PELICAN and PETARD. 
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NARBOROUGH was put in charge of all these craft, and 
told to rejoin LION (see page , line ), whilst LYDIARD 
in charge of the Ninth Flotilla, which was short of oil, proceeded 
to her base. 


LAUREL had been sent ahead at 4.15 a.m. with the survivors 
of QUEEN MARY. 
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At 8.14 p.m. 
3lst May. 
Diagram XIV. 


twelve enemy destroyers were sighted, bearing N.W. from 
CASTOR. 

CASTOR, with Ist Half Flotilla (OSSORY, MARTIAL, 
MAGIC, MINION, MYSTIC, MONS, MANDATE, MICHAEL) 
in company, and supported by three ships of the Fourth Light 
Cruiser Squadron, proceeded to attack. The enemy did not 
develop their attack, and CASTOR and destroyers returned to 
their former position ahead of the Battle Fleet. 


At 9.05 p.m. a line of battle cruisers was sighted on the starboard quarter of 


Diagram XV. 


At 9.27 p.m. 


CASTOR. At first sighting, some doubt existed as to whether 
these vessels were our own or the enemy’s, but soon after being 
sighted they opened fire on ships cf the Fourth Light Cruiser 
Squadron. 


The Commodore (F.), in CASTOR, in his report states :— 


I turned the Flotilla away from the Battle Cruisers and expected the 
Fleet to open fire on them. The leading Battle Cruiser then fired a star 
shell which appeared to justify the opinion that they were enemy ships, 
but as the Fleet still held their fire I could not attack as it was not dark 
enough to make an attack unsupported by fire from the Fleet. The Battle 
Cruisers turned off to starboard and were lost sight of. 


the Eleventh Flotilla proceeded to take station astern of the 
Battle Fleet. 


At 9.40 p.m., when on the starboard quarter of the Battle Fleet, three or more 


cruisers, of which the leading ship appeared to be a large cruiser, 
were sighted on the starboard bow of CASTOR. This was 
probably the Second Scouting Group. 

When about 2,500 yards away the two leading ships switched 
on searchlights and opened fire on CASTOR, who returned the 
fire, some of her shots taking effect. 

At this time CASTOR was leading eight destroyers, two of 
which—MAGIC and MARNE—fired torpedoes in addition to 
one fired by CASTOR. The remaining six destroyers did not 
fire, as those near CASTOR were so blinded by that ship’s guns 
that they could see nothing, and others believed that the ships 
opposed to them were our own ships, so decided not to fire 
torpedoes. 


The Commodore (F.) in his report states :— 


It is unfortunate that this element of doubt existed in the minds of 
the Captains of the Destroyers as to whether the ships were enemy, as 
a good opportunity of firing torpedoes was lost. 


CASTOR could make no signals to the destroyers, as her 
communication and wires were cut, and W/T temporarily out of 
action. 
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At 10.45 p.m. the Flotilla again fell in with the Second Scouting Group; after 
exchanging a few rounds the enemy were lost sight of. 


At 0.15 a.m. CASTOR sighted an enemy torpedo boat on the starboard bow, 

(Approz.) and opened fire on her at the same time attempting to ram her. 

ist June. The enemy vessel just avoided being rammed, but received the 
fire of all guns at point-blank range, and was not seen again either 
by CASTOR or by our destroyers which passed the spot almost 
immediately afterwards. 


This may have been “§8. 32,’’ which is believed to have been 
very badly damaged. | 


At 8.40 a.m. the Eleventh Flotilla rejoined the Grand Fleet and formed 
submarine screen. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWELFTH FLOTILLA 


——— 


MISCHIEF, having been detached to join the destroyers 
screening the Second Cruiser Squadron, is not included in this 
section. 


At 5.45 p.m. enemy ships engaging our Battle Cruisers were sighted from the 
31st May. Twelfth Flotilla, and at about 6.00 p.m. the Flotilla came under 
fire from the enemy, MARVEL being hit. 


At 6.14 p.m. on the Fleet deploying, the Twelfth Flotilla took station on the 
starboard beam of the 5th Division of the Battle Fleet, gradually 


dropping back to a position on the beam of the Fifth Battle 1 


Squadron. 


At 7.35 p.m. an enemy destroyer was observed about 5,000 yards on the starboard 
beam of FAULKNOR. 

Diagram X. FAULKNOR and Ist Division (OBEDIENT, MINDFUL, 
MARVEL, and ONSLAUGHT) opened fire on her, and at 
7.40 p.m. the Ist Division were ordered to attack. The 
attack was carried out successfully and the enemy destroyer, 
one of the ‘‘V” class reported to be flying a Commodore's 
pendant, was sunk. This was probably “ V. 48,” but it is 


improbable that she was flying a Commodore’s pendant. The : 


Ist Division then rejoined FAULKNOR. 


At 9.35 p.m. the Twelfth Flotilla was 2 cables astern of AGINCOURT, and 
Diagram XV. speed was reduced to 12 knots until the Flotilla was 5 miles 
astern of the Battle Fleet. 


At 11.45 pm. FAULKNOR was pressed off her Southerly course by 
(Approx.) CHAMPION, OBDURATE and MORESBY passing across her 

bows. She altered course first to S.E. then to East and finally 
to the North Eastward. 

As the Flotilla was turning to S.E., two enemy cruisers 
suddenly appeared close to starboard of the rear of the line. 
MENACE had to put her helm hard over to avoid collision, and 
NONSUCH turned to East, and increased to full speed. © The 
whole incident was over in a moment, and no opportunity 
occurred for firing torpedoes. The enemy vessels were FRANK- 
FURT and PILLAU, which after the loss of ELBING at about 
11.00 p.m., appear to have made off to the Eastward at full 
speed. 

As a result of this encounter NONSUCH entirely lost touch 
with the remainder of her Flotilla; and, after searching to the 
Eastward, she turned to the Northward, eventyally, about 
8.00 a.m., Ist June, falling in with ACASTA, which ship she 
towed to Aberdeen. 

MENACE was able to regain touch, and proceeded in company 
with the Flotilla. 
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At 0.20 a.m. FAULKNOR turned to course South, and at 1.43 a.m. OBEDIENT 

Ist June. sighted six enemy hattleships to the South Westward. Thev 
proved to be the Second Squadron of the enemy Battle Fleet, and, 
immediately the British destroyers were sighted, they turned 
away. On receiving OBEDIENT’s signal FAULKNOR ordered 
the Ist Division to attack; then, observing that the enemy 
had turned away. FAULKNOR recelled the Ist Division, and 
proceeded at 25 knots to the South Eastward to take up a 
favourable position for attack. OBEDIENT reports :—- 

MINDFUL, only having two boilers, attempted to go straight for 10 

the enemy. Sighted them on starboard bow and turned to fire, but was 
masked by ONSLAUGHT which was following the wake of OBEDIENT, 
and again by another T.B.D. name unknown. MINDFUL was obliged 
to turn away to avoid being rammed on both occasions. 


At 2.06 am. FAULKNOR turned some 16 points to starboard, and _ pro- 
ceeded North Westerly at utmost speed to carry out her attack. 
She was followed by OBEDIENT, MARVEL, and ONSLAUGHT. 

MAENAD, who had expected the attack to be made to 
starboard, held on to the South Eastward, to admit of her tubes 
being turned to port, until 2.11 a.m., when she also turned 20 
16 points to starboard, followed by NARWHAL, NESSUS, 
NOBLE, OPAL, MENACE, MUNSTER, and MARY ROSE. 

About this time MARKSMAN appears to have lost touch. 
She soon sighted and joined CHAMPION (see page __, line _). 

FAULKNOR and the destroyers following her sighted the 
enemy immediately after their turn was completed, and all fired 
torpedoes. 

During this time the enemy fired on and continually straddled 
the destroyers. ONSLAUGHT was hit by gunfire: the fore 
bridge and chart house were totally wrecked, and navigational 30 
instruments destroyed, the Lieut..Commander in command 
being mortally wounded, and the First Lieutenant killed. Sub- 
Lieut. H. Kemmis assumed command and, in view of the 
fact that all torpedoes had been fired, that one gun was out of 
action, and that amongst the casualties were all the principal 
officers, he considered that the ship was not in a condition to 
give action again. An attempt was made to communicate with 
FAULKNOR by W/T, but, no answer being received from her, 
permission was asked of CHESTER to return to harbour. 


At 2.10 a.m. there was a heavy explosion in the third ship in the enemy’s line. 40 
This was POMMERN. She blew up and sank with all hands. 
At this moment MAENAD and the destroyers following her 
delivered their attack, and MAENAD and NARWHAL fired 
torpedoes, none of which appear to have hit. 


At 2.16 am. MAENAD, having three torpedoes still unfired, turned away to 
make another attack. The remainder of the destroyers followed 
OPAL, and proceeded after FAULKNOR. 
On POMMERN being torpedoed, the enemy battleships had 
turned away some six points; MAENAD therefore steered to 
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the S.S.E.’ward after them and, when the range was between 
4,000 and 5,000 yards, she fired two torpedoes. She then engaged 
the enemy with gunfire, and reports that several hits were made. 


At 2.28 a.m. the time her torpedoes should have reached the enemy, MAENAD 
observed a heavy explosion in the line. 

- It is interesting to note that at 2.35 a.m. MORESBY sighted 
only four DEUTSCHLAND class battleships (seepage _ ,line ), 
whereas after the loss of POMMERN there should have been 
five. Though this seems to indicate that another ship of the 


DEUTSCHLAND class was torpedoed at 2.28 a.m., and forced ii 


to leave the line, no confirmation can be obtained from German 
sources of any torpedo hit, other than that which sank 


POMMERN. 
Shortly afterwards MAENAD sighted CHAMPION, and 
joined her, remaining in company (see page , line). 


FAULKNOR after her attack turned to N.N.W. and North 
on being chased by enemy cruisers of the Fourth Scouting Group. 
She soon lost sight of them, and turned to the Westward and 
South Westward to regain touch with our Battle Fleet. 


The following reports were made by W/T from FAULKNOR 


to the Commander-in-Chief :— 

1.52 a.m, :— 

Enemy’s battlefleet stecring S.E. approximately; bearing S.W. My 
position 10 miles astern of First Battle Squadron. (0152.) 

2.12 a.m, :— 

Enemy steering 8.8.W. (0212.) 


Both these signals were made on power, but were not received 
by the Commander-in-Chief, neithor were they intercepted by 
any ship except MARKSMAN, who was in close proximity to 
FAULKNOR. 

There was a great deal of Telefunken interference at this time. 
It is, however, improbable that this interference would have 
prevented any other ship receiving these signals 1f FAULKNOR’s 
instiuments had been in perfect adjustment. 


At 3.15 a.m. FAULKNOR sighted MARLBOROUGH and some fifteen minutes 
later closed REVENGE, with whom she remained in company. 


At 3.20 am. OPAL reported that she, with the remainder of the Twelfth 
Flotilla, was 15 miles to the Westward of FAULKNOR’s 
0200 position. 
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—_ 
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TERMAGANT and TURBULENT of the Tenth Flotilla were 
temporarily attached to the Thirteenth Flotilla. 


At 2.50 p.m. ONSLOW and MORESBY were detached to attend on 
3ist May. ENGADINE. 
At 4.15 p.m., their services being no longer required by 
ENGADINE, they proceeded to join the Fifth Battle Squadron, 
which was the nearest squadron to them at the time. 


At 3.34 p.m. the Thirteenth Flotilla took station ahead of the Battle Cruiser. 
Fleet, and when the Battle Cruisers commenced to engage the 
enemy the Flotilla took station on the starboard bow of LION. 


At 4.25 p.m. in conformity with orders to attack the enemy with torpedoes 
Pragram V. when a favourable opportunity offered, CHAMPION ordered the 
destroyers of the Thirteenth Flotilla to attack. 

The Flotilla thereupon drew ahead, the first two divisions 
drew out to pert of CHAMPION, but PETARD and TURBU- 
LENT were separated from'their division by NOTTINGHAM, 
who was endeavouring to back up the destroyers crossing 
PETARD’s bows. PETARD and TURBULENT consequently 
proceeded independently to the attack followed by NERISSA 
and TERMAGANT of the 3rd Division. 

_ MORRIS and MOORSOM of the Tenth Flotilla, which were 
temporarily attached to the Ninth Flotilla, being at this time on 
the engaged side of the Battle Cruisers, also turned to the attack, 
and both took part in the fight which ensued. 

Simultaneously with this movement the enemy’s Ninth and 
Second Flotillas moved out to attack. Our Flotilla led by 
NESTOR, endeavoured to reach a suitable position to turn 
and frustrate the intended attack by the enemy’s Destroyers on 
our own Battle Cruisers, and also to press home the torpedo attack 
on the enemy’s Battle Cruisers. This position—about 8 miles 
from the enemy’s Battle Cruisers and 5 points before their 
starboard beam—was reached at about 4.30 p.m. and fire was 
opened at extreme range of 11,000 yards on the enemy’s 
Destroyers, fifteen in number. A fierce engagement took place, 
the range being reduced to between 6,000 and 3,000 yards. 

After about five minutes NOMAD was badly hit and received 
damage to her engines. Although stopped she continued firing 
at the enemy. Two torpedoes passed under NOMAD without 
hitting. The enemy Flotilla fired twelve torpedoes. Shortly 
after this the enemy’s Battle Squadrons were sighted; NOMAD 
was lving directly in their course and fire was opened on her by 
a squadron of four ships, which was thought to include THUR- 
INGEN and POSEN, but which was more probably a division 
of the Third Squadron. NOMAD received such severe damage 
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that the ship had to be abandoned. While being abandoned the 
fore magazine was hit and blew up and NOMAD sank in 
Lat. 56° 42’ N., Long. 6° 00’ E. (approz.). 

PETARD, who was following directly after NESTOR’ 
division, fired a torpedo set for six feet deep at the head of the 
enemy Flotilla—it apparently hit an enemy destroyer amidships 
—fire was then opened by PETARD on this destroyer and she 
was afterwards seen to be stopped and evidently sinking. This 
was probably ‘“ V 29,”? which was sunk by torpedo and gun fire 
at about this time. ‘“‘ V 27” was also sunk during this action. 

The enemy’s Destroyers had to retire on their Battle Cruisers, 
having had their attack frustrated, but during this action most 
of our destroyers had lost the advantage of position and were 
unable to deliver the torpedo attacks on the enemy Battle 
Cruisers. 

Some torpedoes were fired at enemy Battle Cruisers, which 
caused them to alter course away about 4 points. SEYD- 
LITZ was probably torpedoed at about this time. 

NESTOR and NICATOR pressed on, fully determined to 
make a torpedo attack at the closest possible range, driving 4 
before them a portion of the enemy’s Destroyers. They were 
subjected to heavy shell fire from the secondary armament of 
the enemy’s Battle Cruisers, and when within 3,000 to 4,000 yards 
NESTOR and NICATOR each fired her third torpedo, and then 
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. turned back to rejoin CHAMPION. 


At this time the enemy’s Battle Fleet was also within range, and 
opened fire with secondary armament. 

REGENSBURG also appeared from behind the enemy’s line 
and opened an accurate fire on NESTOR. 

NICATOR succeeded in rejoining CHAMPION, but NESTOR 
was hit in No. 1 and No. 2 boilers, her speed being gradually 
reduced until she was forced to stop. PETARD now closed 
NESTOR to within hailing distance and offered assistance, which 
was refused by NESTOR to prevent a second destroyer unneces- 
sarily endangering herself. 

The enemy Battle Fleet then closed and NESTOR was again 
under heavy fire, and being continually hit, commenced sinking 
by the stern; a fourth and last torpedo was however fired 
before she sank in approximately Lat. 56° 43’ N., Long. 
5° 58’ E. The ship was abandoned, the surviving officers and 
men being rescued some twenty minutes later by enemy 
destroyers. 


After the enemy Destroyers had been driven off, PETARD, 
NERISSA, TERMAGANT, and TURBULENT also pressed 
home their attack on the enemy Battle Cruisers to within about 
7,000 yards, at which range torpedoes were fired, all of which 
must have crossed the enemy’s line. MOORSOM also fired four 
torpedoes. 

After this attack all surviving destroyers rejoined CHAM- 
PION on the disengaged quarter of the Battle Cruisers. 
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At 5.00 p.m. ONSLOW and MORESBY, being then about 3 miles on the 


(A pprozx.) 
Diagram 
VIII, 


engaged bow of LION and about 12,000 yards 3 points before 
the beam of the enemy Battle Cruisers, seized this favourable 
opportunity to deliver a torpedo attack. They proceeded to 
close the enemy, but before they got to close range, four enemy 
light cruisers, probably the Second Scouting Group, appeared 
ahead of the enemy Battle Cruisers and opened an effective fire 
on ONSLOW and MORESBY. Realising that it would be 
impossible to get within effective range, ONSLOW turned to the 
North Westward to close LION. 


MORESBY turned to the Southward and fired a torpedo at 
a range of about 10,000 yards at the third ship of the enemy’s 
Battle Line now coming up from the Southward. A few minutes 
later a hit was observed on what was believed to be the sixth 
ship in the line. Later analysis of the director setting indicated 
a probability of this result. In corroboration of this, FEAR- 
LESS reports having seen an enemy ship heavily on fire at about 
5.10 p.m. There is no other evidence to show which, if any, 
enemy ship was struck by a torpedo at this time. KAISERIN 
was sixth ship in the Battle Line and she ig believed to have 
sustained no damage at any time. 


At 6.05 p.m. the enemy’s Battle Cruisers were observed from ONSLOW to turn 


Diagram X. 


to about S.E. Shortly afterwards ONSLOW saw an enemy 
light cruiser with three funnels—probably WIESBADEN— 
about 6,000 yards from our Battle Cruisers, so decided to attack 
her in order to prevent her firing torpedoes at our Battle Cruisers. 
Fifty-eight rounds were fired at her at ranges varying from 
4,000 to 2,000 yards, and undoubtedly a large number of hits 
must have been obtained, as they were easily spotted at this 
range. 

Whilst closing this light cruiser, ONSLOW saw that the 
enemy Battle Cruisers had again turned, placing ONSLOW about 
4 points on their port bow, about 11,000 yards distant. 


ONSLOW therefore closed the enemy Battle Cruiseis, and, 
on arriving at a range cf 8,000 yards, the order was given to fire 
all torpedoes. As the first torpedo left the tube, the ship was 
hit by a big shell amidships on the starboard side and there was 
an escape of steam, which quite obscured the tubes. On 
inquiring, the Captain was told that all the torpedoes had been 
fired, and consequently he turned the ship away. 


Shortly afterward, on discovering that only the one torpedo 
had been fired and observing the enemy’s light cruiser (WIES- 
BADEN) beam on, a torpedo was fired at her at a range of 
3,500 yards, which struck her under the conning tower and 
exploded. 


ONSLOW was now about 8,000 yards on the port bow of the 
enemy’s Battleships, and both remaining torpedoes were fired at 
them and must have crossed their line. 
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ONSLOW then proceeded to close CHAMPION, but at 7.0 
p.m., owing to two shells having exploded in No. 2 boiler room 
and the feed tanks being damaged, the ship stopped. 

At 7.15 p.m. DEFENDER took ONSLOW in tow, the opera- 
tion being successfully accomplished in spite of the proximity of 
enemy ships. 


At 6.10 p.m. the Thirteenth Flotilla formed in single line ahead on the port side 


(A pprox.) 


At 11.25 p.m. 


Diagram XV. 


of our Battle Cruisers, where they remained until dark, when | 
station was taken astern of the Battle Fleet for the night. 


CHAMPION increased to full speed without signal, followed by | 
OBDURATE and MORESBY, and at 11.37 p.m. altered cours 
to Eastward. — 

At 11.52 p.m. she altered course to the North Eastward on the 
approach of enemy cruisers (Second Scouting Group) (see page, 
line). 

The remainder, now led by NERISSA, lost touch as 
CHAMPION drew ahead, but at 11.45 p.m. they altered course 
to the South Eastward in an endeavour to regain their station. 
NERISSA soon found herself following a strange flotilla which | 
consisted, in fact, of the destroyers led by LYDIARD (see page 
line ), and also UNITY, who had now joined (see page 
line ). NERISSA took station astern of UNITY and followed | 
her during the night. : 

At 0.15 a.m. course was altered to S.W.—25 knots. | 

The destroyers astern of NERISSA were now in the follow- 
ing order: NERISSA, TERMAGANT, NICATOR, NAR- 
BOROUGH, PELICAN, PETARD, and TURBULENT. 


PETARD reports as follows :— 


At 12.15 a.m. course was altered to S.W. by W., and about ten minutes 
later the line crossed ahead of a division of German battleships. I sighted 
the leading battle ship about six points on my starboard bow, steering 
S.E. at about 400 or 500 yards. This ship switched on recognition lights 
consisting of two red over one white light, and, as some destroyer ahead 
of me in the line then switched on her fighting lights, I think the Germans 
at once knew that we were the enemy. As PETARD had no torpedoes 
left, I could not attack, so I increased to full speed and altered course 
slightly to port to avoid being rammed. 

I passed about 200 yards ahead of the German ship, who appeared 
to be one of the WITTELSBACH class. As soon as we were clear of her 
stem, she illuminated us with searchlights and we came under a heavy 
fire from her and the next ship astern in the line. Two salvoes seemed 
to strike us and in all I think we received six hits. 

I regret that I never saw H.M.S TURBULENT, who was in station 
astern of PETARD, after passing this German squadron. According to 
the evidence of some of my ship’s company, I am afraid that she must 
have been rammed and sunk. 

After this action PETARD proceeded as fast as possibie and eventually 
rejoined the Flotilla at daylight. 


TURBULENT was sunk in approximately Lat. 55° 57’ N., 
Long, 6° 17’ E, 


? 


in 


 — 
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The rear destroyers were subjected to a heavy fire at close 
range, but, beyond the damage already mentioned, they escaped 
serious injury, and were able to continue their course following 
LY DIARD. 


At 1.30 a.m. course was altered to 278° (N. 70° W.) in an endeavour to close 
Ist June. CASTOR. 


At 5.35 am. NARBOROUGH was ordered to take the destroyers of the 
Thirteenth Flotilla under his command, and to close the Battle 
Cruisers. 


At 9.45 am. NARBOROUGH rejoined the Fleet, having previously detached 
PETARD and NICATOR to base, as they were short of fuel. 


Proceedings of CHAMPION after touch was lost with the remainder 
of the Thirteenth Flotilla. 


CHAMPION, OBDURATE, and MORESBY continued to the 
North Eastward until 11.56 p.m. when course was altered to 
South, at 0.37 a.m. course was altered to East,and at 0.45 a.m. 
to South again. 


At 0.50 a.m. course was altered to the South Eastward, and at 2.15 a.m. the 

Ist June. sound of guns was heard to the Westward. CHAMPION 
altered course to West, and almost immediately came in sight of 
MARKSMAN of the Twelfth Flotilla (see page , line ). She 
was ordered to take station astern of MORESBY. 


At 2.25 a.m. course was altered to South, at 2.30 to the South Eastward, and at 
2.34 to East. 


At 2.35 am. MORESBY sighted four enemy battleships of the DEUTSCH- 
LAND class (see page , line ) to the Westward. She 
immediately ordered, Course West, and turned to attack. 


At 2.37 a.m. a torpedo was fired, and at 2.39 a.m. an explosion 
was felt. It seems probable that the German destroyer ‘‘ V 4”’ 
which was sunk in this vicinity at this time, fell a victim to 
MORESBY’S torpedo. 

After firing, MORESBY turned to rejoin CHAMPION, and 
at the same time MAENAD of the Twelfth Flotilla sighted 
CHAMPION (see page, line’ ). Both destroyers joined up, 
and course was altered to North and N.W. 


At 3.30 a.m. four enemy destroyers were sighted steering to the Southward at 

Diagram high speed, and fire was opened at a range of about 3,000 yards. 

XVIII. Two torpedoes were fired at CHAMPION, the first one passing 
under her bows, the second just missing close astern. The 
enemy passed on opposite course, and, when the ship has been 
steadied after avoiding torpedoes, the enemy had disappeared in 
the mist, and the same course was resumed by CHAMPION. 
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At 4.20 a.m. MORESBY was detached to search the vicinity of the wreck of 
TURBULENT. Nothing was found, and she proceeded to 
rejoin. 

At 4.35 a.m. MARKSMAN and OBDURATE were sent to pick up survivos 
from ARDENT. Only three were found (see page, line _}. 


At 5.00 a.m. survivors from FORTUNE were rescued by OBDURATE, 
MORESBY, and MAENAD. 


At 5.40 a.m. the wreck of SPARROWHAWK was sighted, and MARKSMA\ | 
was left to stand by her. She endeavoured to take SPARROW. 
HAWK in tow, stern first, but owing to SPARROWHAWK: 
injuries this was found to be impossible, and at 9.10 a.m. 
MARKSMAN sank her by gunfire in accordance with orders of 
the Vice-Admiral Commanding First Battle Squadron (see page 
line ). MARKSMAN then joined REVENGE and remained 
in company. 

CHAMPION, OBDURATE, MORESBY, and MAENAD 

returned to base. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF DAMAGED BRITISH SHIPS AFTER 
PARTING COMPANY WITH THEIR SQUADRONS. 


Ist June. 


MARLBOROUGH. 
At about 2.00 a.m. it was reported that the water was gaining and 


Diagram XV. that it was considered advisable to reduce speed. 


2nd June. 


At 2.15 a.m. speed was reduced to 13 knots and FEARLESS was ordered 
alongside port side. Engines were stopped, and at 2.45 a.m. 
FEARLESS came alongside and transferred the Admiral and his 
staff to REVENGE. 


At 3.00 a.m. course was shaped 352° (N. 4° E.), and soon after 
FEARLESS joined as escort. 


At 4.00 a.m. a Zeppelin was sighted, and fire was opened on her. 
Orders were now received from the Commander-in-Chief to proceed 
to either the Tyne or Rosyth, so at 4.30 a.m. course was altered 
to 206 (S. 38° W.) at 14 knots. Owing to the deep draught 
it was decided to go to Rosyth. 


At 9.30 a.m. two submarines were observed (“‘ U. 46” and another), 
bearing West about 8 miles off and steering towards MARL- 
BOROUGH. Five minutes later they dived, so course was 
altered away from them, course being resumed at 10.50 a.m. 
At 10.52 a.m. an oily patch was observed about 8 miles astern 
and the track of a torpedo overhauling the ship; the torpedo 
passed along the port side, two cables off. 


At 1.45 p.m. Commodore (T.) with the Harwich Flotillas was sighted. 
Destroyers: LARK, LANCE, LYSANDER, and LASSOO, and 
shortly afterwards LAFOREY, LOOKOUT, LAWFORD, and 
LAVEROCK joined as escort. ; 


At 4.00 p.m. NESS and ALBATROSS joined. 


At 8.00 p.m. the wind was freshening from the S.W. and by 10.00 
p.m. it was W.S.W. with a rising sea. 
The water was now rising in “A” boiler room, due to the 
pumps continually choking, and matters were becoming serious. 
A salvage tug was asked for, and course altered for the lee 
of Flamborough Head, which was distant about 50 miles. 
FEARLESS was stationed on the weather bow to give a lee, as 
the sea was breaking over the upper deck. 


The escorting destroyers asked whether they could be of use 
in laying an oil track, and at 2.00 a.m. a division of destroyers 
was detailed to lay an oil track ahead and to windward of 
MARLBOROUGH. This proved most successful. 

In the meantime a stoker petty officer, in a diving dress, had 
succeeded in clearing the suctions of the pumps, and by 5.15 a.m. 
the boiler room was cleared of water to below the floor plates. 
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As the land was closed the weather improved, and at 10.00 a.m. 
MARLBOROUGH secured to a buoy off Immingham. 


WARRIOR. ‘ 


Diagram X. After passing down between the two opposing Fleets, 
WARRIOR passed to the rear badly damaged. Water was 
entering both engine-rooms, and there were several fires on the 
main deck. 

Diagram XIV. The engine rooms filled to within ten feet of the main deck, 

| so at 8.00 p.m., finding that there was no possibility of the 
engines continuing to work more than another hour, orders were 
given to ENGADINE, who was then closing, to take WARRIOR 
in tow. This was done and a towing speed of 8-2 knots obtained. 
There was every. hope of saving the ship, but during the night 
the wind freshened and the sea got up, washing over the decks 
and flooding the main deck. 


By 7.00 a.m. the speed had dropped to 6 knots owing to WARRIOR 
Ist June. being so low aft. 


By 7.45 a.m. the situation was critical, so ENGADINE was ordered 
to slip the tow and come alongside. This manceuvre was well 


carried out and the whole ship's company, including badly : 


wounded cot cases, were transferred, with the loss of only one man. 


When abandoned the stern of the ship was two or three fect 
above water, stem about normal draught and a list of about 6° 
to port, every sea washing over the upper deck. The decks and 
bulkheads were terribly shattered by shell fire and no longer 
watertight; ship settling down and stability gone. There was 
no chance of the ship remaining afloat in increasingly heavy 
weather prevailing. 

The estimated position in which WARRIOR was abandoned 

e was Lat. 57° 39)’ N., Long. 2° 57)’ E. 


J 
Several ships were sent to try to find WARRIOR, if still 


afloat, but nothing more was seen of her. 


ENGADINE, with the crew of WARRIOR, arrived at 
Rosyth 1.35 a.m., 2nd June. 


WARSPITE. 


Diagram X. After parting company with the Fifth Battle Squadron at 
about 6.30 p.m., WARSPITE worked her way to the Northward 
at slow speed. 


Diagram At 8.50 p.m. she reported that she could only steam 11 knots, 
ALY. and was ordered to proceed to Rosyth. 
After plugging holes and shoring bulkheads, it was found 
possible to increase to nineteen knots. 


At 9.35 a.m. Ist June, whilst zig-zagging at this speed, two torpedoes 
passed close to the ship, one on either side, but no periscope was seen 


Sy 
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owing to the state of the sea. Speed was then increased to 
21 knots and subsequently to 22 knots. 

In reply to a signal, an escort of destroyers and torpedo-boats 
was sent out, but, just as the first two were sighted at 11.42 a.m., 
another submarine showed her periscope close under the bows. 
An attempt was made to ram her, but owing to the length of 
time taken to transmit orders to the engine room, from wheie 
WARSPITE was being steered, she was missed by a few yards, 


WARSPITE arrived at Rosyth at 3.15 p.m. Ist June, and 
proceeded straight into dock. 


CHESTER. 


Ordered by Rear-Admiral, Second Cruiser Squadron, at 
daylight 1st June to proceed to Humber. 

She arrived at Humber at 5.00 p.m. Ist June under her own 
steam, engines and boilers being almost intact. 


ONSLOW and DEFENDER. 


Diagram At 7.15 p.m. 31st May DEFENDER closed ONSLOW. DEFENDER 


».€ 


Diagram XV. 


Diagram XV. 


could only steam 10 knots, but took ONSLOW in tow. 
ONSLOW was later able to raise steam for slow speed to 
assist. 
They arrived at Aberdeen 1.00 p.m., 2nd June. 


ACASTA and NONSUCH. 


After being damaged, ACASTA was able to get under way 
slowly at midnight. At 8.00 am. NONSUCH closed and 
escorted her. Later ACASTA broke down, and, at about noon, 
NONSUCH took her in tow. When nearing Aberdeen tugs were 
sent out to assist, and ACASTA was towed in at 9.15 p.m. 
2nd June. ; 


BROKE. 


After BROKE had been damaged by gunfire and in collision 
with SPARROWHAWK, she shaped course 348° (North) at 
slow speed. Subsequently she passed three enemy ships without 
being seen. 


She fell in with two hostile destroyers at 1.15 a.m., when she 
had only one gun and no searchlights available, but after firing 
half-a-dozen rounds the destroyers sheered off. It is possible 
that these craft were taking back LUTZOW survivors, to the 
number of some four hundred each. 


BROKE shaped course up the North Sea, passing through 
Lat. 57° 45’ N., Long. 4° 00’ E., and Lat. 58° 20’ N., 
Long. 1° 10’ E., in an attempt to make Scapa or Cromarty, 
but on 2nd June bad weather forced her away to the Southward 
and she eventually made the Tyne on the evening of the 3nd June. 
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ORGANISATIONS OF THE BRITISH FLEET. 


DREADNOUGHT BATTLE FLEET. 


Organisation No. 5, 


KING GEORGE V 


2. 
AJAX Be AJAX ] 
CENTURION ivl- ~~ CENTURION 
Second } ERIN sion. =§ ERIN Ist Division 
Battle ORION ORION (Second Battle 
Squadron MONARCH 2nd MONARCH Squadron). 
CONQUEROR Divi- CONQUEROR 
sion 
THUNDERER - THUNDERER 
TRON DUKE aa IRON DUKE 
ROYAL OAK ae ROYAL OAK 
SUPERB iVvi- SUPERB 2nd Division. 
Fourth } CANADA s10n. CANADA (IRON DUKE 
Battle BENBOW and Fourth 
Squadron | BENBOW Ath BELLEROPHON Battle 
BELLEROPHON (5. TEMERAIRE Squadron). 
| TEMERAIRE ivi- ~~ VANGUARD 
VANGUARD erent 
COLOSSUS Bie MARLBOROUGH 
COLLINGWOOD Div; REVENGE 
NEPTUNE JVi- HERCULES 3rd Division. 
First ST. VINCENT s10n. = AGINCOURT 
Battle COLOSSUS (First Battle 
Squadron | MARLBOROUGH 6th COLLINGWOOD Squadron). 
REVENGE edits NEPTUNE 
HERCULES Ive §T. VINCENT 
AGINCOURT oer 
BOADICEA. Attached d OAK: 
Attached Cruisers | BLANCHE. ached) ABDIEL. 
BELLONA. 
ACTIVE. 


FIFTH BATTLE SQUADRON. 


First Battle Cruiser 
Squadron— 


PRINCESS ROYAL. 
QUEEN MARY. 
TIGER. 


Organisation No. 
KING GEORGE V 


BARHAM. 
VALIANT. 
WARSPITE. 
MALAYA. 


BATTLE CRUISERS. 


LION. 


Second Battle Cruiser 
Squadron— 


NEW ZEALAND. 


INDEFATIGABLE. 


Third Battle Cruiser 
Squadron— 


INVINCIBLE. 
INFLEXIBLE. 
INDOMITABLE. 
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LIGHT CRUISERS. 


First Light Cruiser Second Light Cruiser Third Light Cruiser 


Squadron— Squadron— Squadron— 
GALATEA. SOUTHAMPTON. FALMOUTH. 
PHAETON. BIRMINGHAM. YARMOUTH. 
INCONSTANT. NOTTINGHAM. BIRKENHEAD. 
CORDELIA. DUBLIN. GLOUCESTER. 

CHESTER. 


CRUISER SQUADRONS. 


First Cruiser Squadron— Second Cruiser Squadron— 


DEFENCE. MINOTAUR. 
WARRIOR. HAMPSHIRE. 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH. COCHRANE. 
BLACK PRINCE. SHANNON. 


LIGHT CRUISER SQUADRON. 


Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron— 


CALLIOPE. 
CONSTANCE. 
COMUS. 
CAROLINE. 
ROYALIST. 


LIGHT CRUISER—CANTERBURY. 


DESTROYER FLOTILLAS. 


Twelfth Flotilla— Eleventh Flotilla— Fourth Flotilla— 


FAULKNOR. CASTOR. TIPPERARY. 
MARKSMAN. KEMPENFELT. BROKE. 
OBEDIENT. OSSORY. ACHATES. 
MAENAD. MYSTIC. PORPOISE. 
OPAL. MOON. SPITFIRE. 
MARY ROSE. MORNING STAR. UNITY. 
MARVEL. MAGIC. GARLAND. 
MENACE. MOUNSEY. AMBUSCADE.. 
NESSUS. MANDATE. ARDENT. 
NARWHAL. MARNE. FORTUNE. 
MINDFUL. MINION. SPARROW HAWK. 
ONSLAUGHT. MANNERS. CONTEST. 
MUNSTER. MICHAEL. SHARK. 
NONSUCH. MONS. ACASTA. 
NOBLE. MARTIAL. OPHELIA. 
MISCHIEF. MILBROOK. CHRISTOPHER. 

OWL. 

HARDY. 


MIDGE. 
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First Flotilla— Thirteenth Flotilla— Ninth and Tenth Flotillas— 
FEARLESS. CHAMPION. LYDIARD. 
LIBERTY. 

ACHERON. NESTOR. LANDRAIL. 
ARIEL. NOMAD. LAUREL. 
ATTACK. NARBOROUGH. MOORSOM. 
HYDRA. OBDURATE. MORRIS. 
BADGER. PETARD. TURBULENT. 
GOSHAWK. PELICAN. TERMAGANT. 
DEFENDER. NERISSA. 
LIZARD. ONSLOW. 
LAPWING. MORESBY. 

NICATOR. 


SEAPLANE CARRIER. 
ENGADINE. 
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ORGANISATION OF THE GERMAN FLEET. 


7 BATTLESHIPS. 
KONIG er 
GROSSER KURFURST 
KRONPRINZ 
Third MARKGRAF 
Squadron 


5th Division. 


KAISER 
KAISERIN 
PRINZREGENT LUITPOLD. 


fon Division. 
FRIEDRICH DER GROSSE 
(Fleet. Flagship) 
OSTFRIESLAND 
THURINGEN 
First HELGOLAND 
J 


Squadron ) OLDENBURG 


Ist Division. 


POSEN 
RHEINLAND ond Dj 
NASSAU nd Division. 
WESTFALEN 
( DEUTSCHLAND 
HESSEN 3rd Division. 
Second POMMERN 
Squadron 
HANNOVER | 
SCHLESIEN 4th Division. 
SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN J 
CRUISERS, DESTROYER FLOTILLAS. 
First Scouting Group - ROSTOCK (Light-Cruiser), Ist Leador of 
(Battle-Cruisers). Torpedo Boats. 
First half of First Flotilla, 
LUTZOW. ' Third Flotilla. 
DERFFLINGEN. Fifth Flotilla. 
SEYDLITZ. Seventh Flotilla. 
MOLTKE. 
VON DER TANN. REGENSBURG (Light-Cruiser), 2nd Leader 
of Torpedo Boats. 
Second Scouting Group Second Flotilla. 
(Light-Cruisers). Sixth Flotilla. 
Ninth Flotilla. 
FRANKFURT. 
WIESBADEN, Notre.—Each flotilla consisted of 11 de- 
PILLAU, stroyers, and was divided up into 
ELBING. two half flotillas, the First Flo- 
tilla consisting of the First and 
Fourth Scouting Group Second Half Flotillas, the Second 
(Light-Cruisers). Flotilla consisting of the Third 
and Fourth Half Flotillas, and 
STETTIN. So on. 
MUNCHEN. 
HAMBURG. 
FRAUENLOB. 
*STUTTGART. 


* It is not known for certain whether STUTTGART or STRALSUND was 
present, but the former is considered most probable. 
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LIST OF SHIPS SUNK. 


BRITISH. ENEMY. 


Battleships. 
POMMERN _ 55° 44’N., 6° 42’ E 


Battle Cruisers. 


QUEEN MARY 56° 42’N., 5° 49}’E, LUTZOW 56° 17’ N., 5° 28’ E. 


INDEFATIGABLE 56° 50’N., 5° 36’ E. 


INVINCIBLE 57° 032’ N., 6° 07}’ E. 
Armoured Cruisers. 

DEFENCE 57° 024’ N., 5° 53’ E. 

WARRIOR Abandoned in :— 


57° 39’ N., 2° 57’ E. 
BLACK PRINCE _ 56° 02’ N., 6° 06’ E. 


Light-Cruisers. 


WIESBADEN 57° 00’N., 5° 57’ E. 
ELBING 56° 08’ N., 5° 56’ E. 
ROSTOCK 55° 42’ N., 6° 09’ E. 
FRAUENLOB 56° 19’N., 5° 46’ E. 


Destroyers. 
TIPPERARY 56° 12’ N., 6° 06’ E. V.48 #£56° 54’N., 6° 05’ E. 
ARDENT 55° 59’ N., 6° 13’ E. V.4 55° 38’ N., 6° 46’ E. 
FORTUNE 56° O1’ N., 6° 07’ BK. V.27 #8 56° 42’N., 5° 59’ E. 


SPARROWHAWK 56° 16’ N., 6° 06’ E. S. 35 


SHARK 57° 00’ N., 6° 04’ E. V. 29 
NESTOR 56° 43’ N., 5° 58’ E. 
NOMAD 56° 42’ N., 6° 00’ E. 
TURBULENT 55° 57’ N., 6° 17’ E. 


(position uncertain). 
56° 42’ N., 5° 59’ E. 


Note.—All the positions given above are approximate only, except the positions 
given for QUEEN MARY, INDEFATIGABLE, INVINCIBLE and DEFENCE, 
which are believed to be accurate. 
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DAMAGE SUSTAINED BY BRITISH SHIPS. 


(Note.—Only those ships which received damage necessitating dockyard repairs 
are included. Some other ships received minor damage.) 


LION. 


Received about 12 hits from large projectiles : 


1. 


On ,» & 


Struck fore end of sick bay skylight, then upper deck plating and 
inboard side of 4-in. armour, where it exploded. 

and 3. After end of forecastle, exploded on striking upper deck, 
causing many casualties amongst 4-in. guns’ crews. 


. Just above forecastle deck (starboard) and caused cordite fire near 


port side after 4-in. guns. 


. Pierced mainmast. 
. Struck “Q”’ turret, when trained on port beam. Front 16e plate 


forced off and entire turret’s crew killed, due to cordite fire in 
working chamber, hoist, and waiting tray. Magazine was 
flooded. 


. 12-in. shell (probably a ricochet) pierced blast screen, and dropped 


between blast screen and middle funnel without exploding. 


. Pierced fore end of blast screen (port) and struck middle funnel 


casing. Exploded and caused a lot of local damage. 


. Entered ship’s side, struck upper deck, and was deflected up, passing 


through forecastle deck. This shot caused a severe fire in cabins 
on entry. 


10 and 11. Struck side armour close together, midway between main 


and upper decks. Armour damaged, but not pierced. 


12. Struck sheet cable holder and passed through forecastle deck and 


side plating. 


Repairs were completed on 19th July 1916. 


PRINCESS ROYAL. 
Received about 6 hits from large projectiles : 


. Struck ‘* X”’ turret armour, killing 4 men and putting turret out 


of action, through armour being driven in. 


. Struck just above joint of 6-in. and 9-in. side armour (starboard). 


Passed through and burst port side. 


. Struck 2 ft. below main deck (port), and pierced 9. in. armour, 


burst inside, causing many small fires. 


. Entered Admical’s pantry and exploded on striking upper deck, 


causing fire, and many casualties from gassing and burns. 


. Struck starboard strutt of foremast about 20 ft. above forecastle, 


nearly half severing it, passed through funnel and more than 
half severed the port strutt. The mast was unaffected and 
director firing continued. 


6. Struck edge of muzzle of right gun of ‘“‘Q”’ turret, and apparently 


exploded in the air. 


Repairs were completed on 15th July 1916. 


TIGER. 


Received about 10 hits from large projectiles : 


1. 


On after plate of side armour (port) near water-line. Plate slightly 
displaced and wing compartment flooded. 


. On port side of ‘‘ X” turret close to deck. Armour broken, but 


gun mounting unaffected. 


2 
3. Struck 9-in. belt port side. Plate pushed in about 3 in. 
4. 
5 
6 
7 


Through 6-in. armour just below upper deck (port). Shell burst 
inside and caused local damage. 


. Between forecastle and upper decks (port). Struck and cracked 


‘* A” turret armour. 


. Entered between forecastle and upper decks (port). Burst inside 


and caused local damage. 


. Struck starboard cable holder, shattering it, passed through fore 


castle deck and exploded. 
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8. 
Q. 
10. 
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Struck forecastle deck (port) and burst inside. 

Through shelter deck, hit forecastle deck, but did not penetrate. 

Struck roof of “Q’’ turret, knocked off centre sighting hood. 
Turret not put out of action. 


Repairs were completed on 2nd July 1916. 


BARHAM. 


Received about 6 hits from large projectiles : 


as 


Through upper deck (starboard) and exploded between upper and 
main decks. 


. Through upper deck (starboard) and exploded between upper and 


main decks. One fragment entered lower conning tower. 


. Through superstructure (starboard) and exploded on forecastle 


deck. 


. Through forecastle deck, exploding inside. 
. Through side plating between upper and main deck (starboard) 


exploding inside and causing fire. 


. Struck armour belt port side. Armour not damaged but driven 


in # in. 


Repairs were completed on 4th July 1916. 


MALAYA, 


Received 7 hits from large projectiles : 


I, 
2. 


On lower tier of armour. Armour pushed in slightly. 
On upper tier of armour, Splash off face of plate. 


3 and 4, Close together, inner and outer bottoms torn away just below 


5. 


6. 
“7. 


armour shelf. 

Through forecastle deck and burst causing cordite fire in starboard 
battery, 102 casualties. No. 3 casemate gun had to be replaced. 

On lower boom stanchion, damage to superstructure. 

Middle roof plates of ‘‘X’’ turret. No material damage inside 
turret. 


Repairs were completed on 24th June 1916. 


WARSPITE. 


Received 13 hits from large projectiles : 


. On unarmoured side (starboard) between main and middle decks. 


Burst inside. 
On unarmoured side (port) between main and middle decks. 
Burst in Captain’s quarters. 


. Through 6-in. armour, 3 ft. above middle deck. Burst. inside. 
. Through upper deck. Burst inside. 
. Through 6-in. armour between main and upper deck. Burst inside. 


On main armour, breaking off top corner of an armoured plate. 
Burst inside. 


. Through 6-in. armour and exploded inside. 
. Through upper deck, causing small fire. 
. Through after funnel, struck armour gratings and deflected up and 


burst starboard side. 


. Struck upper deck, exploded on impact, caused small cordite fire. 
. Through after funnol, deflected up by armour gratings and passed 


through shelter deck. 


. Struck deck edge of fore shelter and burst inside, causing fire. 
. Struck after side of after communication tube, half severed it and 


turned it through 60°, then burst. 


Repairs were completed on 20th July 1916. 


MARLBOROUGH. 


1 torpedo. Struck about 18 ft. below water line and 3 ft. before fore 
end of boiler-rooms. 
Repairs were completed on 2nd Augst 1916. 
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SOUTHAMPTON. 
Received 18 hits from 5:9-in. and below : 


l. Struck upper deck making small hole. 

2. Struck immediately below upper deck and burst in cabin. 

3. Passed through deadlight and struck ammunition hoist. 

4, Cracked 1]4-in. protective plating along seam. 

5. Struck ship’s side, pierced Ij-in. protective plating and = burst 
inside. 

6. Struck ship’s side and apparently exploded on impact. 

7. Pierced starboard side of forecastle, did not burst. 

8. Burst inside. 

9. Struck forecastle deck and burst, putting both starboard and port 
guns out of action, set fire to cordite charges. The flame passed 
down adjacent ammunition hoist but no further. 

10. Struck forecastle, and burst on impact. 

11. Pierced 1#-in. protective plating. Small damage. 
2. Struck mast 9 ft. above forecastle and caused fire on mast. 
13. Slight damage. 


14, 15, 16, 17 and 18. On protective plating, causing indentations and 
one small hole. 


Repairs were completed on 20th June 1916. 


DUBLIN. 
Received 8 hits: 


1. After end of forecastle, did considerable damage. 
. After davit of 30-ft. cutter, local damage. 


. Shell pierced protective and side plating in No. 4 bunker, but did 
no further damage. 


. Through top corner of chart house, 

Pierced ship’s side above protective plating, burst on mess deck. 
. Pierced ship’s side above upper deck and burst on deck. 

. Indented protective and side plating. 

. Pierced ship’s side forward, apparently did not burst. 


Repairs were completed on 17th June 1916. 


Co IO OU Go bo 


CHESTER. 
Received about 17 hits: 


1. On protective plating (starboard), which had to be renewed. 
2. On protective plating (port). Plate renewed. 

3. On protective plating (port). Plate renewed. 

4. Port side upper edge of armour. | 

5. Port bow. 


Most of the others burst on upper deck, causing much damage and many 
casualties : 
S. 1 gun damaged bv splinter and condemned. 
P. l gun. Direct hit on gun. 
S.2 gun. Breech mechanism damaged by splinter. 
S.4 gun. Shield struck and bent. 


Repairs were completed on 25th July 1916. 


BROKE. 


Received about 9 hits and damaged by collision. 
Repairs were completed on 31st August 1916. 


CONTEST. 
Collision, damage to bow. 


Repairs were completed on 19th June 1916. 
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SPITFIRE. 
Received about 2 hits, bow damaged by collision. 
Repairs were completed on 3lst July 1916, 
ACASTA. 
Received about 2 hits, probably 5-9-in. 


Repairs were completed on 2nd August 1916. 


ONSLOW. 


Received about 5 hits, three 5-9-in. and two 4° 1-in. 
Repairs were completed on 8th August 1916. 


PORPOISE. 


Received about 2 hits, air chamber of spare torpedo burst. 


Repairs were completed on 23rd June 1916. 


DEFENDER. 
) hit from a 12-in. shell. 
Repairs were completed on 23rd June 1916. 


ONSLAUGHT. 
About 1 hit, fore end of ship. 
Repairs were completed on 23rd June 1916. 


PETARD. 


About 3 hits. 
Repairs were completed on 27th June 1916. 


MOORSOM. 


About 1 hit. 
Repairs were completed on 17th June 1916, 
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DAMAGE SUSTAINED BY ENEMY SHIPS. 


(Note.—This information is collected from German sources and is not necessarily 
correct.) 


SEYDLITZ. 


Received about 24 hits from large projectiles and 1 torpedo—3 smaller 
hits. 

Apparently all turrets were hit except foremost one. 

No. 4 turret received 2 hits and all the crew were killed. 

Several 5-9-in. guns were put out of action. 

Was in great danger of sinking. 


Ready for sea on 16th September 1916. 


DERFFLINGEN. 


Received about 20 hits from large projectiles and 9 smaller hits. 
Two after turrets hit and put out of action and crews killed. 
Several 5-9-in. guns put out of action. 


Ready for sea on 3rd November 1916. 


MOLTKE. 
Received about 4 hits from large projectiles and several smaller hits. 
Ready for sea on 7th August 1916. 


VON DER TANN. 


Received about 4 hits from large projectiles. 
Fore turret put out of action. After turret hit, not much damage. 


Repairs took about 6 weeks. 


KONIG. 


Received about 10 hits from large proiectiles. 
Fore part flooded and a heavy list to port. 


Ready for sea on 3rd August 1915. 


GROSSER KURFURST. 
Received about 8 hits from large projectiles. 
Ready for sea on 18th July 1916. 


MARKGRAF. 
Received about 5 hits from large projectiles and possibly a torpedo. 


KAISER. 
Received about 2 hits from heavy projectiles. 
Ready for sea on 14th June 1916, 


OSTFRIESLAND. 
Hit a mine on her way home. 
Ready for sea on 29th July 1916. 
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HELGOLAND. 


Received 1 hit from heavy projectile. 
There is also a report that she struck a mine. 
Ready for sea on 19th June 1916. 


OLDENBURG. 


Received 1 hit, 4-in. high explosive, at night. 
~ Ready for sea on 19th June 1916. 


RHEINLAND. 
2 medium ealibre hits. 


NASSAU. 


2 small calibre hits. High explosive or shrapnel. 


ramming British destroyer. 


WESTPFALEN. 
1 medium ealibre hit. 


SCHLESIEN. 
Received 1 hit from large calibre projectile. 


SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN. 
Received 1 hit from large calibre projectile. 


PILLAU. 


Received 1 hit from large calibre projectile. 
Funnels and superstructure damaged. 


FRANKFURT. 

Received 1 large hit and 3 medium. 
STETTIN. 

2 medium calibre hits. 
MUNCHEN. 

5 medium calibre hits. 
HAMBURG. 

4 medium calibre hits. 
S. 32. 

3 small calibre hits. 
G. 40. . 

lL medium calibre hit. 
B. 98. 

1 small calibre hit. 
S. 52 

Received unknown number of hits. 
S. 36. 

Received unknown number of hits. 
LUTZOW. 


Also damaged by 


Appears to have received about 40 hits and one, or possibly two, torpedoes. 
The ship was very much down by the head, and was finally unable 


to steam, so was sunk by a German torpedo. 


a — — 


APPENDIX V. 117 


APPENDIX V. 


BRITISH CASUALTIES. 


Officers. Men. 
Ship. 
Killed.| Wounded. ones Killed.| Wounded. eee 
MARLBOROUGH E — — — 2 — — 
COLOSSUS .- - - — — — — 5 — 
BARHAM s- = e 4 1 — 22 36 — 
VALIANT - : : a —— — — 1 — 
WARSPITE - 7 - l 3 — 13 (2) 13 (1) — 
MALAYA - : - 2 — — 61 (4) 33 = 
LION - : < 6 1 — 93 (2) 43 — 
PRINCESS ROYAL . = l — 22 (2) 17 — 
QUEEN MARY (sunk) | 57 2 1 | 1,209 5 1 
TIGER - 2 — — 22 37 — 
INDEFATIGABLE - 57 — — 960 (5) — 2 
(sunk). 

INVINCIBLE (sunk) - 61 — — 965 (5) — = 
SOUTHAMPTON — l — 35 (1) 40 — 
DUBLIN - : 7 1 -—- — 2 24 = 
CHESTER - - - 2 3 — 33 39 — 
DEFENCE (sunk) - 54 — — 849 (4) — a 
WARRIOR (sunk)*_— - l 2 —— 7 25 oe 
BLACK PRINCE sunt) 37 —- — 820 (5) — — 
CALLIOPE - - — 2 — 10 7 san 
DEFENDER : 7 oe — — l 2 =— 
TIPPERARY (sunk) - ll — — 174 2 8 
BROKE : - 7 1 3 — 46 33 a 
PORPOISE - - - — — — 2 2 no 
SPITFIRE - - - — 3 — 6 16 — 
ARDENT =- - - 4 1 — 74 l os 
FORTUNE (sunk) 4 — — 63 l —_ 
SPARROWHAWK(sunk) — — — 6 — — 
SHARK (sunk) - - 7 — — 79 2 — 
ACASTA - - - 1 — — 5 l — 
MOORSOM - - - — — — — 1 — 
TURBULENT sunk) . 5 — — 85 — 13 
CASTOR - - — 1 —- 13 22 — 
NESSUS - - ‘ 2 — — 5 7 = 
ONSLAUGHT - 7 3 — — 2 2 a 
NESTOR (sunk) - - 2 — 5 4 — 75 
NOMAD (sunk) - - 1 — 4 7 — 68 
PETARD =- - - 2 l — 7 5 — 
ONSLOW =- -_ — — — 2 3 a 

Total - - 328 25 10 5,769 485 167 


Numbers in brackets indicate the number of civilians included. 
* Casualties sustained prior to loss of ship. 
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ENEMY CASUALTIES. 


Officers. Men. 
Ship. 
Killed. Wounded. Killed. | Wounded. 
OSTFRIESLAND - - - — = 1 10 
OLDENBURG - - “ - 4 3 4 1] 
RHEINLAND =- : - - — 1 10 19 
NASSAU - : - : - 2 2 10 13 
WESTFALEN - - - e — ] 2 7 
POMMERN - - - - 71 — 769 — 
SCHLESIEN - - - - —- l l — 
SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN - - —— — 3 8 
KONIG . : : ‘ 2 1 1 44 26 
GROSSER KURFURST - 3 3 1 12 10 
MARKGRAF - - : - — l 1] 12 
KAISER - - - - - — — — l 
SEYDLITZ - - . - : 5 4 93 46 
MOLTKE - - - - - — — 17 22 
DERFFLINGEN = - - l 2 153 24 
VON DER TANN _ =- : - 1 3 11 32 
LUTZOW : - - - - 5 5 106 49 
PILLAU- - - - - - -- — 4 23 
FRANKFURT  - - - - 1 1 2 20 
WIESBADEN ~ - - - - 27 — 543 — 
ELBING ~ - - - - - — I 4 9 
ROSTOCK  - - - - - 1 — 13 6 
STETTIN. - - - - - — l 9 26 
MUNCHEN : : - : 1 4 q 15 
HAMBURG - - - - 1 4 13 21 
FRAUENLOB - - - - 17 —- 325 — 
S.32 - - - - - - —- — 3 1 
G. 40 - - - - - - — — | 1 
B. 98 - - - - - - —— l 2 10 
V.48 - - - - - - 6 = 84 — 
V.4 = =- - - - - - 1 — 17 4 
VI. Flotilla - - - - - — 3 3 13 
TX. Flotilla - - - - - 12 —- 108 15 


rr errr ns | 


Total - - - - 160 40 2,385 454 
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STATEMENT SHOWING AMMUNITION EXPENDED. 


od 
13-5” | 13-5” 
: pe ele 


Ship. 15”. | 14” 


MARLBOROUGH 
REVENGE - - 
HERCULES - 
AGINCOURT .- 
COLOSSUS - - 
COLLINGWOOD 
NEPTUNE - - 
ST. VINCENT - 
KING GEORGE V. 
AJAX - . . 
CENTURION 
ERIN - : 
ORION - 
MONARCH 
CONQUEROR 
THUNDERER 
IRON DUKE 
ROYAL OAK 
SUPERB . 
CANADA _ - 
BENBOW .- 
BELLEROPHON 
TEMERAIRE ~ .- 
VANGUARD - . 
ACTIVE . E 
BARHAM .- . 
VALIANT .- - 
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WARSPITE 
MALAYA . 
LION - 2 
PRINCESS 
ROYAL, 
TIGER - : 
NEW ZEALAND 
INFLEXIBLE .- 
INDOMITABLE .- 
GALATEA .- - 
PHAETON - - 
INCONSTANT .- 
CORDELIA - 
SOUTHAMPTON 
BIRMINGHAM . 
NOTTINGHAM - 
DUBLIN .- ‘ 
FALMOUTH - 
YARMOUTH ~ .- 
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Ship. 


Brought forward 


ROYALIST 
CANTERBURY 
FEARLESS 
TIPPERARY 
BROKE .- 
SPITFIRE - 
GARLAND - 
AMBUSCADE 
ARDENT - 


SPARROWHAWK 


CONTEST - - 
SHARK - 2 
ACASTA - - 
OPHELIA .- - 
CHRISTOPHER. 
CASTOR - - 
KEMPENFELT .- 
OSSORY . 
MOON - 
MAGIC - 
MARNE =. 
MINION .- 
LANDRAIL 
MOORSOM .- 
MORRIS - 
TERMAGANT 
FAULKNER 
MARKSMAN 
OBEDIENT 
MAENAD .- 
OPAL - - 
MARY ROSE 
MARVEL .- 
MENACE . 
NARWHAL 
MINDFUL - 
ONSLAUGHT 
MUNSTER .- : 
NONSUCH .- 
NOBLE - 
CHAMPION 
NESTOR - 
NOMAD _ .- 
OBDURATE 
PETARD . 
NERISSA .- 
ONSLOW =. 
MORESBY - 
NICATOR .- 


Total . 
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1,239 
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AMMUNITION EXPENDED BY THE ENEMY. 


Heavy shells - 
Medium shells 


Small calibre shells - - E 
Torpedoes fired 


3,596 
3,921 
2,962 
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Appenpix VIII. 
Record of British Messages bearing on the operation. 


Aprenpix IX. 
Despatch ‘from the Commander-in-Chief. 


APPENDIX X. 


Report by the Goinmawaderinechist of the German High Sea Fleet 
on the Battle of Jutland. 


These appendices having been published in Command Paper 1068 
of 1920 (‘* Battle of Jutland, Official Despatches with Appendices,’’) are 
not reproduced. 
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